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Williamsburg is a Many-Splendored Spring 


See for Yourself at the 


Eleventh Annual 


WILLIAMSBURG 
GARDEN 
SYMPOSIUM 


Sponsored by 
FLOWER GROWER 
The Home Garden Magazine 
and 


Colonial Williamsburg 


Daffodils that gladdened the eye of a royal governor when Vir- 
ginia was still a colony of the English crown . . . the eighteenth- 
century symmetry of formal hedges . . . the sharp scent of herb 
gardens, the warmth of sun on brick walks and white fences— 
these are the jewels of a Williamsburg spring. But the seventy 
acres of gardens at Colonial Williamsburg are not just a museum 
of the remote past; they are full of living lessons for today’s 
gardeners. You can learn those lessons, see spring come to Wil- 
liamsburg, and have the time of your gardening life, at the 1957 
Garden Symposium. There will be tours of the gardens, lectures 
by gardening experts, candlelight concerts and other events, in 
two separate three-day sessions: March 6-8 and March 13-15, 
Come to either, or come to both. 

Send today for details and official registration form to: Mrs. 
Cunningham, Symposium Registiar, 126 Goodwin Building, 
Williamsburg, Virginia. 





Imagine the thrill of Mother, Dad, 
Aunt, Uncle or a friend opening this won- 
derful gift at Christmastime. They’ll 
want to start their better garden right 
away! They’Il use it year in and year out 
—they’ll thank you again and again for 
the Gift That Makes Gardens Grow. 


me They'll Appreciate It for Years to Come 


h . The lifetime welded steel chest with mn ‘ ° = . ° ° ° 
carrying handle weighs only 9% lbs. Simple, It’s fascinating, it’s different! This amazing Soil Test Kit guarantees 


easy to follow directions; charts show needs of 


235 different flowers, vegetables, fruits, ete. greater garden pleasure—larger size, better color and perfection of form 
Mak 150 its fi itrogen, ph horu ; ; —_ ; n-ri 
a ek ‘ahe wle ahaa ie a een in every kind of flower—bigger, vitamin-rich vegetables to brag about 


(pH) and how much. Gardeners everywhere say —and more of them! It assures a rich velvety green lawn all season 
it’s their most valuable possession 


Big value, low cost—only $14.95. long... makes any garden the pride and envy of the neighborhood. 
POPULAR GARDEN KIT Flower show fans win more prizes than ever before. Fanciers of 
9 ee a catia ae roses, gladiolus, dahlias—yes, African violets too—get more enjoyment 


Makes over 50 tests for nitrogen, phosphorus, from their hobby. Gardeners who grow flowers for their church or 
potash and lime (pH). Simple directions, charts 


show needs of 125 different flowers, vegetables, to give to shut-ins and friends have a far greater bounty to bestow. 
fruits, etc. Saves cherished plants b 


dreds. Makes better gardeners. Only $5.89. Easy as Reading a Thermometer 
SUPER deLUXE KIT : ' : 


Forthosetowhom you wanttogive (@ 
the best—the one Dad’s gettingin (Us 


picture asm bi Just as easy to use, ‘ { ; Tells in 10 minutes just 
more complete equipment, makes ; . ’ . . 
hundreds of tests. Charts tell needs ' . — 8 wrong with any 
of 225 different flowers, vegetables, ' —and how to correct it. 


etc. Streamline, welded steel chest, _ eT These easy tests keep gar- 
weighs only1 2% lbs. Only $29.95. ot : deners from using the 
wrong fertilizer—or wast- 
ing money on too much. 
It also indicates whether lime 
is needed (pH) and how much. Even 
first tests will be accurate, reliable. 
Test anytime, anywhere—kitchen, 
cellar, garage, or outdoors. This is the 
real secret of having a ‘‘Green Thumb.’’ 
Send No Money—Order C.0.D.. or en- 


: close check and we'll mail postpaid, saving 
" ‘ you 50c to $3.55 in postal charges. 
The gift We ll Gift-Wrap . Do Your Christmas Shopping Early — 
that gets nd ° ! € order NOW and avoid the rush! Make this 
the most a Mail FREE the happy answer for several names on 


attention If you wish, just send your gift list (get one for yourself, too) 
ae Oe ¢ list of nomen ond ed- == = MAIL TODAY = == = 
mas t 

tree all | wantustosend Soil test J SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 11¢, South Sudbury, Mass. 





Fe eer che eae Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered, by return mail: 
ad mat! postpar wi oO 
them, enclosing a gift Horticultural Kits @ $14.95 each 


card bearing yourname. Popular Garden Kits @ $5.89 each 


B e ee Super deLuxe Kits 29.95 each 

tter Garden Guarant Enclosed is $_............ ai Send C.O.D. 
appropriate Inside each Kit is the famous Sudbury Guarantee. Send postpaid. * lus postage. 
FIN ao, for birthdays. If any user doesn’t have a better oe within a year — I 
omers by having , Le the Kit can be returned for a full refund. 
these unique gifts| @"niversaries,etc, T 's a 
instock for Christ- 


hat’s Sudbury’s Daring Guarantee! 
Sh ’ 
i= SUDBURY Soil Test Kit ':..*’ 
demand. Write for e 
Special Offer. z 


SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 71£, South Sudbury, Mass. C] 


W orld’s Largest Makers—Over 500,000 Now in Use 
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Flower Grower 


the HOME GARDEN magazine 


CONTENTS 


Qe Gees Decorating with holly by Hilda and Gottlieb Hampfler 
FOR ALL GARDENERS 


Landscape design hints from a colonial garden ...... 

Guide to foreign garden tours .. . 

Redwoods make Christmas trees—How to gee a redwood wes ‘ter 
next year’s holiday, by Erna Clark . : 

Christmas-rose—The flower that blooms through the snow : 

Know Europe’s gardens—John Brimer compares the gardens and ‘the 
garden styles you'll see in England, France and Italy 

Light up an outdoor tree—The most effective ways to light a Christmas 
tree outdoors . . 

Gift plants for Christmas—F. F. Rockwell and Esther C. Grayson é& 
scribe how to select Christmas plants ‘ 

Three Christmas arrangements—by Marjorie P. Jehence 

Garden tools of yesterday—Albert E. Lownes takes a look at our r gedes 
tool heritage 

A preview of 1957 equipment—William L. Meachem describes what's 
ahead for your collection of garden tools . . . . 

A modern church in an inspiring setting—An unusual ereiect sed a 
handsome planting, described by Harold B. Smith 

Books for gardeners—A complete round-up of gardening books published 
in 1956 and a list of fifty outstanding books of other years, — 
by Peggy Jackson Petermann ‘ : 

When you choose a Christmas tree 


MAKE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Make the merry Santa on our cover—by Margaret Perry ...... 

Trees with a festive air—FLOweR GROWER book excerpt from —- 
with Pods and Cones,” by Eleanor Van Rensselaer 

Fifty-six ideas for a gardener’s merry Christmas 

Garnish your garden greens with sprigs of — 

Pretty wreaths are pretty gifts . . 

A Swedish centerpiece for a holiday table 

Thirteen gift ideas for gardeners . . 

For a touch of old Sweden . . . a paper ball 

A medley of ornaments that glow in the light 

Evergreen decorations will sparkle with these stars ; 

Whimcical earrings... bright mementos for s holiday party 

Imitate these fanciful designs 


CATALOG SECTION 
Gardening adventures are found in catalogs—by C. W. Wood 
DEPARTMENTS 


Readers’ Own Corner . . . 4 Home Greenhouse . 
Readers’. Ideas ... . 4 Modern Gardener. 
Southern Ramblings . 12 Weathervane .. 
Northern Pointers . . 14 Books for Gardeners 
Midwest Pointers .. 15 Garden Events .. 
West Coast Pointers .. 16 General Store 





Coming in January: Plant 
Discoveries of 1957, with 
how-to-grow and how-to-use 
instructions; Part I of Ever- 
greens for American Gar- 
dens: ground covers and 
vines; winter pruning; what 
it means to be a flower 
show judge; recent trends 
in arrangements; J. Gregory 
Conway’s famed flower ar- 
ranging; ideas for front-yard 
gardening; a head start on 
spring gardening; gardens of 
Oxford, England, and stone 
walls of Ireland; new garden 
aids; and putting your tools 
in shape. 
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Editorial and Advertising Offices: 2049 Grand Central Terminal, New York 7a: F. 
oo Advertising Representatives 
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West Coast: Conaway & Klaner 1151 West Sixth St., Los Angeles 17, Calif. 
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Address all communications about subscriptions to Circulation Manager, Flower Grower, Albany 1. N. Y. When changing 
your address report direct to Flower Grower, Albany 1, New York, rather than through your local Post Office, giving your 
Old and new address. and allow four two five weeks for a first copy to —_ you at the new address. 
Published a by Williams Press, Inc., 99-129 North Broadway, Albany, N. Y. Entered as second class matter at the 
Post Office at Albany, N. Y., September 21, 1932 under Act of March = “48 79. Subscription to as 8. and 
1 year $3.50; 2 ¥ ears $6; 3 years $7. Mexico, Central and South America '1 year $4.50; 2 years $8; 3 years $ 
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COMPLETE BOOK OF ANNUALS 
—F. F. Rockwell & Esther 
Grayson. How to use an- 
nuals to best effect, in suc- 
cession planting and by 
themselves, for continuous 
flowers from ring to 
frost. Cultural information 
on 500 species. 93 photos. 
Pub. ed. $5.95 


NEW GREENHOUSE GARDEN- 
ING FOR EVERYONE—Ern- 
est Chabot. rrb- 
lished! Everything about 
selection, location, — 
ment, preparing 
heating and ah ang 
for flowers all year. Cul- 
ture for 569 varieties. 
Illus. Pub. ed. $4.75 


Any Two 


OF THESE PRACTICAL GARDEN BOOKS 


GARDEN 
DESIGN en Oe 
7%" by 10%" book. Com- 
plete Anne B, guide on 
modern landscaping—from 
a small city plot to a coun- 
try acre! Packed with 


for only 


uP TO $15.95 VALUE IN PUB. EDITIONS 


step-by-step procedures, 
photos, plans, etc. Pub. ed. 
$5.95 


y= choose ANY TWO of the beautiful and useful illus- 
trated books on this page for less than the price of one! 

With this big money-saving offer is included FREE member- 

ship in the famous American Garden Guild Book Club. 

The Club offers you—at big savings—the best newly published books 
in all fields of pod ne tigation bon by an editorial panel of experts in- 
cluding Montague Free, former Horticulturist for the Brooklyn Botan- 
ical Garden, and Fred F. Rockwell, well-known gardening authority. 

Club selections are beautifully printed and bound, proiusely illus- 
trated, often with full-color photos and paintings by famous horticul- 
tural artists. Yet they come to you at an average saving of 20% from 
the price of Selections cover the entire range of 
gardeners’ interests —@owers, fruits, trees, vegetables, shrubs, house 








Just Published! 


ree WORLD OF FLOWER AR- 
RANGING —A treasury of 
Crommnasiing arrangements 
and original ideas for home 
decoration, parties, holi- 
days, prize-winning exhib- 


plants, birds, wild flowers, landscaping, garden planning, building, and 
care. But you buy only the books you want! And you don’t have to 
take one every month. As few as 4 books in 24 months——yes, only 4 
_~ during your first two years as a member—are all you agree 
to buy! 


FREE BONUS BOOKS! With every fourth book you select, the Club 


its! Big, luxurious 8%” by 
11” book. 100 photos, 
many in beautiful full 
color! Pub. ed. $10.00 


sends you absolutely FREE—a brand-new, full-size garden book of 
special value and interest—usually worth $3.00 or more! 


SEND NO MONEY! 
Just mail the coupon. We will send 
you any two books you choose from 
this page—value up to $15.95 in pub- 
lishers’ editions—and you will be 
billed only $2.89. (We pay postage. ) 
Thereafter, you will receive the Club's 
— — fi 
Garden 


erican 
Book Ciub, = oe City, N.Y. 








ALL ABOUT THE PERENNIAL 
GARDEN — Montague Free. 
America’s top expert tells 
you every step in the mak- 
ing of a beautiful peren- 
nial garden. 500 plants 
described. 153 4 - 4 
c i olor! ub. ed. ; s 
$95 . 4 WHAT’S NEW IN GARDENING—Dr. 
; | P. P. Pirone. An informative 
guide that brings you up-to-date 
on new chemicals, new plants 
and flowers, new fruits and vege- 
tables, new trees and shrubs, new 
materials and methods. 50 pho- 
tos. Pub. ed. $3.50 


8e- 
uild 





AUDUBON ‘GUIDES—Most complete 
wide to land and water birds of 
stern and Central N. America. 
Actually two books in one 732- 
age volume! 1,000 illustrations by 
n Eckleberry—885 in full color! 
Pub. ed. $5.95 





AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 

Dept. 12-FG, Garden City, New York 

Please enroll me as a member. Send me at once, postpaid, the two 
books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2.89 FOR BOTH. 
All About the Perennial [] Guide to Home Landscaping 
Audubon Guides Magic World of Flower Arranging 
Complete Book of Annuals |_| New Greenhouse Gardening for 
Complete Book of Bulbs Everyone 

[ Garden Design Wiustrated § [) What’s New In Gardening 

Garden Wild Flower Gardening 


Also send me my first issue of Garden’ Bulletin, telling me about 
the new forthcoming Garden Book Club selections. I may notify 
you in advance if I do not wish the following month’s selection. 
I am not obligated to accept more than 4 books in 24 months of 
membership. I pay nothing except the price of each selection I 
accept (club pays ge)—and, with every fourth seiection, I 
am to receive FREE your current Bonus Book. 

NO-RISK GUARANTEE: If not delighted, return both 

books in 7 days and membership will be cancelled. 


WILD FLOWER GARDENING— 
Norman Taylor. Brand 

new, lavishly iltustrated 
handbook on growing 150 
varieties of wildflowers— 
from arbutus to yellow tril- 
lium! 88 wildflowers in full 
— colors! Pub. ed. 


GUIDE TO HOME LAND- 
ScaP ING — Donald Bushey. 
Packed with photos, plans 
and easy instructions for 
beautifying your property 
at lowest cost! By an out- 
standing authority. Pub. 
ed. $4.95 


COMPLETE BOOK OF 
BULBS—F. F. Rock- 
well & Esther Gray- 
son. Two experts tell 
you everything about 
planning, —— 
and culture of 1 








State 


Selection price slightly higher in Canada. Address American Garden Guild 
(Canada), 105 Bond St., Toronto 2, Ont. Offer good in UV. S. & Canada onty. 
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There’s no need to risk your health by 
snow shoveling this winter — or to be 
snowed in either. The new SNOW 
DENSA-THROWER will clear your 
walks, paths and driveways quickly and 
easily with very little help from you. Its 
auger-action impeller really “eats up” the 
snow, blowing it out the chute to either 
side you choose. 
You can get the complete self-propelled 
SNOW DENSA-THROWER for only 
$243.50; next spring you can add the 
big 26” ROTO-CUTTER attachment for 
$47.50, and the tiller attachment for $58. 
If you own a model 300 ROTO-HOE now, 
the SNOW DENSA-THROWER costs 
only $74. and will easily attach in a few 
seconds. 

(Snow Densa-Thrower attachment 

for Standard Model 148 ROTO- 

HOE costs only $58.) 
See your ROTO-HOE dealer today and be 
ready to defeat Winter’s worst efforts. 


FREE color circular on request. 


ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. 


Box 1 NEWBURY, OHIO 


390,000 families benefit from 
Flower Grower's helpful hints 








Fe VeireHALL as 
Vealhea tee Yina 


IDEAL GIFTS 
for 
BIRTHDAYS 


CHRISTMAS 
ANNIVERSARIES 


NEW HOME 
OWNERS 


me. ea . 
Gere =" = ps / “aa 
ny ay (2 ‘ 
De iakcabcaia they represent the 


best of the wood carver’s art in weather- 
proof, lifetime cast aluminum. Superb 


sculptured designs... painstaking crafts- 
manship. See your local Whitehall dealer 
or send 10¢ for fully illustrated catalog. 
WHITEHALL METAL STUDIOS, INC. 
5865 North Lincoln Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. 
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Readers’ Own Corner 


W anted—Pen Pals! 


Dear Editor: 

I have been an avid pursuer of garden- 
ing since a child and have become more 
interested each year through the aid of 
your excellent magazine. I eagerly await 
its arrival to see the many informative 
articles it has to offer. 

I cultivate a vast array of annuals, 
perennials, shrubs and evergreens. I am 
also interested in wild flowers, trees, land- 
scape, and all the great outdoors. My 
other varied interests are travel, horses, 
decorating, science, music and people. 

I am a young girl in my twenties re- 
siding in the country and should like very 


much to correspond with other young 
people having similar interests —DANA 
BEISTLINE, R. D. 1, Shelby, Ohio. 


First Come, ... ! 


Dear Editors: 

In talking with flower growers through- 
out the state (North Carolina), I find your 
magazine is the Bible for most gardeners. 
We could not keep house without it. My 
husband beats me to it month after month. 
I never get to look at it until he has 
looked it over and marked those things 
he wants me to order for our garden.— 
Mrs. J. R. Woop, The Garden Club of 
North Carolina, Inc.® 


Readers’ Ideas 


WINTER POOL CARE 
from Mrs. Dolores McConnell, N.Y. 

We found that the sides of our con- 
crete lily pool were cracking during the 
winter. To prevent this we floated sev- 
eral small logs in the water. This 
stopped it because the cracking is due 
to the expansion of water as it freezes, 
and the logs act as a cushion. As ice 
forms, the pressure forces the logs up, 
relieving the strain on the pool walls. 


CACTUS IN SUMMER 
from Mrs. H. G. Owen, Jr., Ala. 

Our prized cactus plants have grown 
and bloomed this past summer as never 
before, thanks to the ingenuity of my 
husband. We wanted to control the 
amount of water they received and still 
allow them plenty of sun and air. 

The problem was solved by making a 
glass roof over a table from two unused 
house windows. The windows were 
angled at 45°, just like a greenhouse 
roof. Located in a sunny spot in the 
garden, our spiny plants kept snug and 
happy under their roof with lots of sun 
and air as well as protection from 
beating rains. It was also a fine place 
for the cactus seedlings and young 
plants. 

The roof is easily dismantled for win- 
ter storage and reused next summer. 


HOUSE PLANT WATERER 
from Erwin A. Haenze, Minn. 

I have a number of house plants to 
water and have always wanted a waterer 
which would be handy, fast and easy to 
use without getting water on the leaves 
of the plants. So I devised the foliow- 
ing: 

Over the spout of an old coffeepot— 


one of the large ones used for boiled 
coffee—I inserted a rubber cork with a 
hole in the center for a short copper 
tube which extends out of the cork. To 
this tube I attached an 18-inch length of 
rubber hose. 

By holding the can in one hand and 
the end of the rubber tube in the other, 
watering plants is fun instead of a chore. 
I hold the end of the rubber tube inside 
the rim of the pot and let as much water 
run into it as is needed. When the pot is 
full, I pinch the end of the tube to shut 
off the flow. It works fine.® 





Readers’ Ideas 


e@ Let fellow readers hear about 
gadgets you’ve made, tools you've 
improvised or unusual ways you've 
used implements to speed the main- 
tenance or improve the beauty of 
your garden. The method you used 
to build a terrace or window box, or 
the trick you have for securing flow- 
ers in a vase may be just what some- 
one else is looking for to simplify his 
gardening activity and make it more 
enjoyable. 

For each of your ideas that is pub- 
lished, you will receive $5.00 plus a 
copy of the outstanding new book, “A 
Treasury of American Gardening.” 
An additional $5.00 will be paid for 
a drawing or photograph submitted 
and published to illustrate an idea. 
No ideas can be returned and pho- 
tographs and drawings will not be 
returned unless accompanied by a 
stamped self-addressed envelope. 


Send Ideas To: 
Readers’ Ideas, Flower Grower, 2049 
Grand Central Terminai, New York 
yr: me A 











FLOWER GROWER 





An Exciting Offer to Garden Club Members Only 
A TREASURY UF 
AMERICAN GARDENING 


‘the most beautiful and sia garden beck wer published s 


COMPLETE TABLE OF CONTENTS = | a E ie 


THE GARDEN WRITERS, by John R. Whiting 

ALL THE HOME GARDENERS, by T. H. Everett, 
N.Y. Botanical Garden 

A GARDENER’S STORY OF THE SOIL, by Mon- 
tague Free 





A pRICTORIAL GARDEN CALENDAR, Furber with 10 subscriptions (new or renewal) to pn 
nts from amsburg GROWER, The Home Garden Magazine at special 
. . . AND MAN INVENTED FLOWERS, by R. pe yt . 
Milton Carleton by garden club member's” rate of only $3.00 


GARDENS OF AMERICA, by Marjorie P. John- 


Just imagine—in this big 7-4" x 10-42” volume, beauti- 

PROGRESS "HLA SCIENCE, oy Dr. P.P. fully illustrated and handsomely bound, is the whole won- 
Pirone, N.Y. Botanical Ga derful story of gardening in America from Benjamin Frank- 
THE _RITCHEN GARDEN Beoge BY MONTH, by lin’s time te to the millions of backyard gardens of today. The 


greatest names in garden writing, the most famous flower 

pe photogra’ and the finest artists have 
skort Se TREES, + "robert S. Lemmon, color itlustra- combined their talents to bring you a panoramic view of 
67 Full Color tions by Allianora Rosse America’s coming of age in gardening. 


Lilustrations THE GARDEN CLUB STORY, by Helen ¢ Hull, This is not just another garden book! Here you will find the 
nd the timeless 








100 Magnificent Photographs 
280 poges. Publisher's Edition, BT 50 Former President, National Council 


i ennial garden > 
WERE’S WOW YOUR CLUB CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS GENEROUS OFFER tout note oistacet nea "Ad hee for tt 


latest developments in —_ a. . And here for the first 








Just send 10 new or renewal subscriptions to e identical oe ccig! edition; a value time in the pages of book the full-color Furber 
FLOWER GROWER, The Home Garden = 50. BUT YOU PAY ONLY 25.00 for flower prints from Colonial Williamsburg and portfolio of 
piapacis “ the seo eee _s — HF re wivt cr a tenet OF America’s most popular trees in brilliant color. 
rs rates for only $3.00 per year (regular 
rate $3.50). What’s more your chu b keeps for Take this money-saving coupon to your next ee ag 9 y= ait find Hag mag any ot 
its treasury 50¢ of each subscription you meeting. You'll have no trouble ing up S Hull (f P suidiont f National Row & 4 ig ores 
send. ten new or renewal subscriptions among your Bentun Clubs) of ee ee eS _ — 
That's right, you send us only $2.50 for each _— friends for America’s most useful and poou- h sage de i = i ~ 4 nati ¢ om eee on 
subscription—your members save 50 cents lar gardening aid—FLOWER bo pte ER! nee oowe. a and national projects, me 1 gar 
over the regular rate and your club receives Then send us your check for $25.00 and the niger " 
an additional 50 cents for each as our dona- = coupon signed by yourself and 9 other mem- Get this wonderful volume FREE 
tion to you for sending 10 subscriptions at bers. We’ it shin A TREASURY OF AMERI- —for your club library, as a | “"EGULAR RATE - $3.50 
one time. CAN GA eye ed AF Ra es flower show award, or for your meng ~~ 
to use as a reference nm your c hee ; : 

YOU ACTUALLY = $17.50! brary or as a lavish moe for a flower — oa Morary io by ay BS and your club keeps 
Just see what you save: subscrivtions at winner. But you mu todav—the supp 10 subscriptions to FL 50¢ on each subscription. 
the regular rate: $35.00 00. and A TREASURY of A TREASURY OF. “AMERICAN GAR. GROWER at the special garden You send us only 
OF AMERICAN GARDENING: $7.50 in DENING is strictly limited. club rate of $25.00. $2.50 each. 


The “BIGGEST’’ Money - Saving Coupon in Gardening History 
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African violet—an un- 
treated and a Rootone- 
treated cutting. 


ROOTONE’ 


with Fungicide 
DID IT! 


Like rubbing Aladdin’s lamp! Your 
cuttings spring to life—put out strong 
roots as if by magic. This wonderful 
plant hormone, with fungicide, controls 
damping-off and other soil-borne dis- 
eases. Use Rootone indoors or outdoors. 





14-0z. packet 25c 2-oz. jar $1 


At Garden Supply and Hardware Stores 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. Ambler, Pa. Niles, Calif. 


Creators of the world-famous Weedone® Products [wsseone | 








Grow exotic flowers 
all winter long in an 


EVERLITE 
ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE 


Here are some reasons for Everlite’s 
great increase in popularity: Mainte- 
nance-free aluminum-alloy construc- 
tion, beautiful curved glass eaves, 
patented weatherproof full-length 
vents. Standardized sections allow 
for any size or shape and future 
expansion. Shipped complete with 
glass. Model C-3 shown, $572.00 with 
door. Other models from $187.50. 
Write for Folder FG116. 


ptluminum 


Tue. 
14615 Lorain Ave., Cleveland 11, Ohio 

















Landscape design hints 


from a colonial garden 


garden just off the Duke of Gloucester Street at Colonial Williamsburg. 
There are also flowers for cutting and grapes for eating. At one time, 
perhaps, the lawn was given over to neat vegetable rows. 

Gardening space behind modest colonial town houses was scarce, and 
the colonists wasted none of it. In this garden, for example, which covers 
about 1600 square feet, over 1100 square feet are tilled. The beds are 
separated by brick paths for strolling, a favorite pastime for TV-less colonists. 
The geometric plan was in vogue in the eighteenth century and outdoor living 
was an unknown concept. 

Today home grounds require a large terrace or patio, a place for auto- 
mobiles and space in which to play. After these are provided, even suburban 
properties have space left for gardening, and in making use of this space we 
can take a tip from the colonists. 

Rather than ineffectual beds and borders, hit or miss about a lawn, the 
colonial garden shows us how effective an organized concentration of plants 
can be. We can combine our rose beds, a strawberry patch, borders of iris 
and drifts of day-lilies into an important landscape unit, and depend upon 
trees, shrubs, hedges and fences to do such things as screen utility areas, 
outline the patio or reduce the apparent size of a parking space. Confined 
in a garden of their own, flowers perform to best advantage. 

It is still a smart idea to locate a garden so it can be seen from the house, 
and provide it with either a visual or actual enclosure. Fences in great variety 
kept animals out of Williamsburg plantings, and today, while the animals are 
no longer present, one of the reasons we like Williamsburg’s gardens so much 
is that they have the definition that only an enclosure can give—definition too 
often lacking in many contemporary American back yards.@ 


F's AND FLOWERING TREES AND SHRUBS grow side by side in this little 


Looking from the house (see arrow “A” on the plan), protective fences that 
define the perimeter of the garden are seen in a variety of unusual designs. 





FLOWER GROWER 








PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY JAMES N. KEEN 


Looking toward the house (see arrow “B” on the plan), the garden’s geometric 
form is clearly evident. Note off-center placement of dogwoods in lawn. 








4 HOUSE 
Tt Y nanceeamenel 


BRICK TERRACE 


e . 
Nae Fue 
ny 

CLL 
n 
v 
4 
0) 


























Yj FLOWERS 






















UY! 4, te siddtiitiit Gil, "te 





SSS 


& 





id ! prael 40' 
PHOTOGRAPH B 


PLAN FOR FLOWER CROWER HY FRANK CG. SCHWARZ 


DECEMBER 1956 











Certified 


STRAWBERRY 
PLANTING STOCK 


Our 33 varieties include those recom- 
mended for most of the U. S. Famous 
Eastern Shore quality plants are now bet- 
ter than ever with VIRUS-FREE vigor. It’s 
easy to produce loads of delicious, vitamin- 
packed strawberries. Get the big profits. 
Even a tiny plot will yield quarts of won- 
derful fruit. Rayner’s plants are guar- 
anteed. 






settee: 
BSS Rayner’s big 1957 
Berry Book gives information 
on best varieties, planting and growing 
instructions, etc. Also lists blueberries, 
raspberries, asparagus, fruit and nut trees, 
ornamentals, and garden supplies. 


Buy Rayner’s Plants and You Buy the Best 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


—— ee ee 
[ “RAYNER BROTHERS 7 
| SALISBURY 50, MARYLAND 

Send at once a tree y of your big, new 
| 1957 BERRY BOOK, with full details on plont- 
| ing and culture. 

| 

! 
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Tuberous-Rooted 


BEGONIAS 


NOVELTIES 
* *Delivery 
January on** 


Summer bedding 
and pot plants 





PICOTEE 


HOLLYHOCK—Single pink blossoms produced along 

a main stalk like a_ hollyhock. 

LAevest nie howe Basket type)—Each plant loaded 
with doubh wers. Fine for window boxes and 





baskets. Mixed colors. 
pow ts hla rid two-toned | —— flowers. 
a eee oe oe mot- 


led rose and w 
ULTIFLOWA ilundreds of 2-inch flowers per plant. 
JARCISSIFLORA_Flowers resemble a trumpet 
Daffod ixture of yellow, salmon, orange and 
sear’ 
PICOTEE—Camellia-double flowers edg: 
shade color. Mixture of pastel shades on 
ROSE-BUD—Double ope like rose buds; atin’ of 
stel colors. 
ices of — (ordered separately) $2.25 per 3; 
$7.00 per doz.; $25.00 per 50. 
Collection Offer: B buts bel OF abet 
8 types (24 bulbs)....$15.00 (value $18.00) 
FREE oh each order above Collection— 
ulbs fragrant ‘Tuseroses. 
FREE bear each our 1957 68 p. color- 


order, 
Illustrated new Spring Catalog 
or 50¢ if no order. 


BURNETT BROS. INC. :<cs 
Dept. F 92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 
Phones: BArclay 7-6138 & 7-7829 























GLAD CATALOG... 
in full natural color 














Send for FREE Catalog 


TEN OAKS NURSERY 
& GARDENS INC. 


CLARKSVILLE 7, MARYLAND 














NEW 1957 NOVELTIES 


All America Selections 
RED SATIN Petunia—F-1 Hy. Multiflora Vivid- 
scarlet red, non-fading ’-3” fis., dwf 10” 
compact plants. 
GLITTERS Petunia. F-1 Hy. Nana Comp. First real 
red & white, quite uniform 2” starred fis. on 
8” plants. pkt. 50¢ 
TWINKIE LITTLE STAR Phiox. More uniform 
colors, many pink shades, Gt. fl., 6”. .......... 
ORTHO-POLKA Zinnia. Giant flowered Peppermint 
Stick, pimk & wh., lav. BW. OTC. ncccccrecssernene pkt. 25¢ 
CRACKERJACK Marigold. Earlier flowering Sun- 
set Giants, ail double 4”-5” fis. Mixed. .......... pkt. 25¢ 
MARDI GRAS Snaps. F-2 Hy. many colors............... pkt. 25¢ 
ideal XMAS Gift Collection—6 pkts. $2.00 
Bird Foider & Novelty List Free 
BURNETT - SEEDSMEN, INC. 


23-25 Warren St., N.Y. 7, N.Y. 
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Guide to foreign garden tours 


this spring, some travel agencies : 


| OR THOSE WHO PLAN A TRIP ABROAD 


have arranged guided tours which 
will visit gardens as well as the major 
tourist attractions. You don’t need to 
worry about transportation or hotel ac- 
commodations, and the experienced lead- 
ers will point out the most beautiful and 
important sights. For complete informa- 
tion, we suggest that you write to the 
addresses listed with each tour. 


Europe 


March 21-May 7—Garden tour of the 
Mediterranean, visiting Sicily, Italy, the 
Swiss and Italian lake districts, the Italian 
and French Rivieras and Paris; including 
Rome, Boboli Gardens, private villas of 
Florence, Taranto in Pallanza, Hambury 
Gardens outside San Remo, hill towns of 
central Italy, Monte Carlo, Paris, Baga- 
telle Gardens, Versailles and Fountain- 
bleau. Via steamer. $1280, inclusive. 
Write: Jean Berke Travel Service, Inc., 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, New 
York. 

April 10-May 28—European tour, visit- 
ing France, Luxembourg, Holland, Bel- 
gium, England. Trip will include Paris, 
the chateaux country, bulb fields of Hol- 
land, Keukenhof Gardens, Amsterdam, 
The Hague, the King of Belgium's private 
gardens, Bruges, Ghent, southern Eng- 
land, Chelsea Flower Show in London. 
Tour leader, John F. Clark, Secretary, 
Ontario Horticultural Association. $1290, 
inclusive. Write: Jean Berke Travel Serv- 


ice, Inc., 516 Fifth Avenue, New York 
36, New York. 
Second week in April—Six-week 


Flower Festival Tour of Europe, visiting 
England, Holland, France, Italy, Switzer- 
land. In addition to gardens, this tour 
will take in the great cultural events— 
theater, music, historic monuments, fa- 
mous cathedrals, museums, private art 
collections and famed restaurants. Tour 
leader, Dr. Benjamin C. Blackburn, hor- 
ticulturist, professor and author. Via 
steamer. Write: World Wide Travel Serv- 
ice, Travel & Study, Inc., 681 Lexington 
Avenue, New York 22, New York. 
April 24-June 4—Garden tour of 
Europe: France, Switzerland, Holland, 
Ireland, Scotland, England with visits to 
Paris, Geneva, Lucerne, Amsterdam, 
Dublin, Belfast, Edinburgh and Lon- 
don. Garden highlights of the tour will 
be the Correvone Gardens in Geneva, a 
flower show at Mansion House in Dublin, 
the Sam McGredy Rose Nursery in Bel- 
fast, private gardens and the famous 
Chelsea Flower Show in London. Tour 
leader: 
American Horticultural Society and state 
chairman of horticulture, Garden Club 
Federation. Tour sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. First 


Anne Wertsner Wood, director, 


class, $1995. Write: Montclair Travel 
Bureau, Montclair, New Jersey. 

May 15-June 29—Tour of the British 
Isles, visiting England, Wales, Ireland, 
Scotland, including London and _ the 
Chelsea Flower Show, Bodnant Gardens 
in northern Wales, Dublin, the lake dis- 
trict of southern Ireland, McGredy’s rose 
garden and semi-tropical gardens in 
northern Ireland, Edinburgh, ancient 
castles and walled gardens in Scotland, 
important estates in England. Tour 
leader, John Burton Brimer, FLOWER 
GROWER contributing editor. $1090, in- 
clusive. Write: Jean Berke Travel Serv- 
ice, Inc., 516 Fifth Avenue, New York 
36, New York. 

June 5-July 18—Garden tour of 
Europe, with visits to private as well as 
public gardens. Time will be spent at the 
German Federal Flower Show in Cologne, 
where tour members will be welcomed 
by the local horticultural society. First 
class steamer and deluxe hotels through- 
out Europe. Write: Tom Duffy Travel 
Service, Hotel Onondaga, Syracuse 2, 
New York. 


Hawaiian Islands 


May 2-June 6—Tour of Honoiulu, 
Oahu, Kauai, Maui and Hawaii, includ- 
ing private estates in the Manoa Valley, 
the Foster Gardens, orchid plantations, 
Kona Coast, and scenic areas and 
beaches, as well as a coastline cruise in a 
glass-bottomed boat. Via steamer. $1195, 
inclusive. Write: Jean Berke Travel 
Service, Inc., 516 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 36, New York. 


’ Orient 


March 30-May 10—Orient Spring Gar- 
den Tour will start in Seattle and visit the 
Canadian Northwest, Japan, Hong Kong 
and Hawaii. Highlights will be Butchart’s 
Gardens and other private gardens on 
Vancouver Island in Canada, gardens in 
Tokyo, Miyanoshita, Kyoto, Takamatsu, 
Fukuka during the cherry blossom season, 
as well as complete sightseeing trips to 
major points of interest. Tour leader, 
Dr. Ernest K. Thomas, executive secre- 
tary of the Rhode Island Horticultural 
Society. Via air. $2390, inclusive. Write: 
Jean Berke Travel Service, Inc., 516 
Fifth Avenue, New York 36, New York. 
(All of the Jean Berke tours are spon- 
sored by the following horticultural so- 
cieties: Rhode Island Horticultural 
Society, Massachusetts Horticultural So- 
ciety, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 
Michigan Horticultural Society, and the 
Ontario Horticultural Association.)® 


(This is Part I of FLOWER GROWER’s 1957 
Guide to Foreign Garden Tours. Part Il 
will appear next month.) 

















Gardening adventures 
are found in catalogs 


by C. W. WOOD 


is a grand adventure with thrilling experiences at 

almost every turn. Yet as I look around among 
my gardening acquaintances. I am amazed to find that 
many miss much of the joy of their 
hobby by limiting their activities to the 
few short months of summer. There 
are many ways the hobby of gardening 
can be an absorbing enterprise the en- 
tire year, and one of them is by allow- 
ing the seed and nursery catalogs to 
carry you through strange and exciting 
adventures during the winter. 

There is an idea abroad among mat- 
ter-of-fact gardeners that a seed or 
nursery catalog is merely sales litera- 
ture for ordering plant materials. 
Their catalogs are discarded after their 
needs are ordered so as not to clutter up the house. They 
miss the pleasure and instruction which can be theirs from 
the correct use of catalogs. To make clear what one 
gardener thinks is correct use, let me recount a few of the 
exciting adventures that have come my way during the 
years in which I have let seed and nursery catalogs be a 
part of my year-round living, but please overlook the 


M OST ENTHUSIASTIC GARDENERS agree that gardening 





perpendicular pronoun if it becomes too prominent! 

Let us assume that this winter night a raging blizzard 
prevents you from going out. A new seed catalog has 
arrived in the day’s mail. Your evening is not lost, because 
your catalog will provide you entertainment if you will 
approach it in the right manner. As you sit down in your 
snowbound living room, let us suppose that your catalog 
falls open to the muskmelon section and that your atten- 
tion is directed to one of the new hybrids. 

Its description is so enticing you wonder what gardeners 
did before the days of hybrids. Then begins a delightful 
journey into the past, and if I happened to be the snow- 
bound gardener, the journey would go something like this: 

I would reach for my file of old catalogs to be reminded 
of some of the good old varieties per- 
haps no longer available. I could no 
doubt recall the first time I tasted the 
superb quality of little JENNY LIND. 
Then my glance might fall on an old 
Maurice Fuld catalog, and fancy 
would surely run rampant, finally 
coming to rest, no doubt, on a Japanese 
variety—perhaps the unusual NAsHiI- 
Makuwa, with “the sweetness of 
‘honey dew’ and the delightful flavor 
of a high quality pear.” 

From here, I might travel the un- 
certain road followed by De Candolle 
throughout the world in his search for the muskmelon’s 
origin. I would see Africans on the banks of the Niger 
gathering and eating little wild plum-sized melons which 
Thonning named Cucumis arenarius; and inhabitants of 
Northern India eating the wild form, which Roxburgh 
called C. turbinatus. A variable plant with fruit from the 
size of a plum to that of a lemon, its flesh may be sweet, 


ROCHE 





msipid (such as some of the modern 
kinds we grew the past sunless sum- 
mer) or slightly acid. 

My mental wanderings would next 
take me to the hills of Persia, now 
Iran, where in modern times the 
world’s best melons are grown. Then, 
if I had more time and did not get too 
sleepy, I could follow the muskmelon 
from its introduction into Europe, per- 
haps about the beginning of the Chris- 
tian era, to the present, savoring many 
of my own cultures during the years 
that I have grown muskmelons. Even- 
tually I would return to the new hybrid 
described in my new catalog. 

Of course, there are many items in 
the new catalog to springboard high 
adventure this winter evening as well 
as next summer. I chose the musk- 
melon for my example because it hap- 
pens to be a favorite with me and be- 
cause its uncertain origin and progress 
down the centuries holds many an in- 
triguing problem for an_ inquisitive 
mind. Perhaps you will get an equal 
amount of pleasure from an adventure 
with the tomato, especially if you have 
access to the chapter “The Mystery of 
the Poison Tomato” in Lewis Gan- 


netts’ Cream Hill or the peregrinations 
of De Candolle. 








BROWNELL 
pstsol sane mosEs 


Adelle Hayes 
‘This semi-double, luminous peaches and 
cream colored Hybrid Tea, with its out- 
standing glossy foliage, practically free from 
thorns has been the sensation of the Display 
Gardens this season. Write for colored cata- 
logues of Hybrid Teas, Climbers, Creepers 
and the new Everblooming Pillars, BROWN- 
ELL ROSES, Box F, Little Compton, R. I. 
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Old catalogs provide gardening adventure. 


The point of the story is that, as you 
become more intensely interested in 
plants, you will find the catalogs essen- 
tial to the pursuit of your hobby—an 
aid not only for obtaining the greatest 
joy but a source of unusual or rare 
plants. You can’t sit back and expect 
plants to find you. You must look for 
them, and there is no better place to 


A Gift that Grows! 


Here’s a very popular gift idea for your garden- 
ing friends! Give Gove’s Gladiolus bulbs for 
Christmas. Best quality, grown by us, guaran- 
teed to please the most discriminating gar- 
deners. Our unlabeled collection of 40 different 
varieties is only $6.00 for 100 bulbs, $3.00 for 
50 bulbs postpaid. Or we can send a gift cer- 
tificate for any amount you wish and the re- 
cipient can make his own selection from our 
1957 catalog (issued in January). 
VERMONT MAPLE SYRUP 
Another unusual gift idea. Finest quality ob- 
tainable. Only $7.00 per gallon; $4.00 per % 
gal.; $2.25 per quart F.O.B. (Add postage for 
13 Ibs., 7 Ibs. or 4 Ibs. respectively to your 
check for postpaid shipment.) 
Mail your order now to avoid rush. 

Send 10¢ for our colorful 1957 Glad catalog. 


One of the finest and most beautiful published. 
Mailed in January. 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


Elmer Gove Box F-12 Burlington, Vt. 











FINGERNAIL 
$298 owen 


Perfect houseplant. Red 


and green. 9 inches tall 
in 4 inch pot. 


3 other Bromeliads, all different. Fine for gifts. 
All plants o— 
4 et $595 Postpaid 


Free instructio 
Color catalog orchids and houseplants 25¢ 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6 Box 77-FD Jacksonville 7, Fla. 

















look than in the catalogs. Everything 
is not found in the flashy-colored 
large ones, so try the one-sheet lists. 

For years I had been searching for 
Valeriana olenea. Ali the minor lists 
which reached me from European and 
Asiatic collectors, dealers and botanic 
gardens had been carefully read. The 
small valerian became an obsession. 
Imagine my joy then when a list from 
a Soviet botanic garden arrived con- 
taining the charmed name. I sent for 
it immediately, spending many a pleas- 
ant moment anticipating receipt of 
the seed. It finally arrived and was 
planted. The plants turned out to be 
not V. olenea but the even more de- 
sirable V. supina from the Eastern 
Alps. It was a disappointment in a 
way, though a pleasant one. 

At another time I had been bother- 
ing everyone I knew or heard about in 
the Southwest for seed or plants of 
Aster Wrighti, but with no success. It 
was reputedly a lovely flower, with 


white to purple blooms 2 inches across, 
on plants to a foot in height and came 
from what Texans call the Trans-Pecos 
Region—the hot, dry sore thumb that 
sticks out between the Rio Grande and 
the southern boundary of New Mexico. 
Having written about 


another rare 








SENSATION 


622A Crossandra 
Undulaefolia, 


a Glorious Rare Ever- 
blooming Evergreen. 
Constantly produces 
large bright salmon 
flowers, waxy Gardenia 
like leaves. 3 seeds 
25¢; 15 seeds, $1.00; 
50 seeds, $3.00. 

809 Fragrant EXACUM affine. Flowers of sky 
blue with golden stamens in profusion on bushy 
12 inch plants. Flowers the year round. Pkt. 25¢. 
587A OLEUS Park's Brilliant. A strain which 
surpasses all others in both brilliance and vigor. 
40 seeds 25¢; 200 seeds $1.00. 
884A—GLOXINIA Gigantea Mixed. 


Largest 
egg | (444—5") in many new 


rich colors. 


25¢. 
1554. KFRICAN VIOLET. Mrs. Odom’s Magnifi- 
cent strain. Finest aie in America. 
50 seeds 25¢; 250 seeds $1. 


All 5 (in 25¢ pkts.) “for $1.00 


Free Catalog-Seeds of Hundreds of House Plants! 
GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 


GREENWOOD 1 





RARE 


DAISIES 


Glorify your garden with the 
most gorgeous hardy daisies grown 
—pink shastas, blue fringed dois- 
ies, Robinson's giant painted dais- 
ies, double fringed shastos, and 
May shastas. All included in our 
newer and finer 1957 catalog. 
Roses, Mums, Bulbs, Evergreens, 
Fruit, etc. Our 108th 


FREE CATALOG 
Send for your copy today 
SPRING HILL NURSERIES, 
Dept. D-15, Tipp City, Ohio 
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Catalogs can help you plan your garden. 


Southwestern native in my regular 
FLOWER GROWER column, I received 
a letter from a reader who later turned 
out to be a collector of Southwestern 
natives. His modest list not only had 
seed of the aster I so wanted but 
Aquilegia phoenicantha, a rare native 
columbine that I had also long sought. 
These and many other personal ex- 
periences in catalog searching have 
taught me that I am apt to get pleasant 
surprises from unexpected sources. 
The catalogs now available from ad- 
vertisers in FLOWER GROWER’s col- 
umns contain a wealth of new items 
plus many good old ones which you 


may have overlooked in your eager- 
ness for the new. From experience I 
urge you to send for your catalogs 
early. Read them thoroughly, not only 
for the pleasure of their exciting 
language, but also for the cultural in- 
formation many of them contain. 
Make out your orders for seed and 
plants as soon as possible. This will 
give you an early start in planning 
your garden—a pleasant pastime for 
many a long winter evening and a posi- 
tive help when planting time arrives. 

Do not throw your catalogs away 
after you have ordered from them. 
Many contain valuable information 
that you may find useful in years to 
come. Many will grow in value as the 
years pass. I have many of ancient 
vintage that I would not willingly part 
with for any amount of money. Some 
are not much to look at, but they have 
pleasant associations. Burpee’s 1907 
catalog is in this category. In my 
youthful enthusiasm, I won a prize 
that year for a short essay on the 
firm’s new introduction, FORDHOOK 
bush lima. Besides being a gardener, 
I am also an antiquarian book dealer 
and I see the value of old seed catalogs 
constantly increasing. Just last week 
I had to pay $2 for one published in 


1870. and urgently wanted by a client. 

The twentieth century is a great one 
in which to be gardening. With half 
of our gardeners running around with 
a jar of colchicine in their hands and 
the other half carrying a book on plant 
breeding, new and sometimes im- 
proved varieties are popping up on 
every side. The grist of catalogs for 
1957 is sure to have many exciting 
things in vegetables, annual and peren- 
nial flowers and shrubs and trees. 
Reading about them and ordering 
some for my garden will make my 
winter more pleasant. Why not let 
catalogs help you to happy winter 
hours and good gardening?® 


Song Poewten: Boras 


GULADIOLI ame 
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Page from old catalog describes gladioli. 











AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in, 
African Violets 
—exclusively! 


if you want violets 
that will bloom for 
you without - 
pering, plants that 

will reach you in fine growing condition without 
breakage, send US your trial order! Plants like 
this $1.00 each postpaid. 


(growing instructions free) 


Te prove to you that our plants arrive in fine 
condition, we will send postpaid and guaran- 
teed,your choice of a plant 

labeled—Pink, White, Light Blue, Dark Pur- 
$1.00 each (or all Ss for 





Special Offer; 


MIRACLE TOMATO 
Yields BUSHELS 
Toa Vine 


Now—You can grow the world’s 
amazing ‘Tomato right in 





BURGESS CLIMBING 


: UPL CROP 


























AFRICAN VIOLET Catalog 
FREE. Tells how to grow your 
violets so they’re covered 
wi oom! Many pictured, 
all honestly described . for 
beginners and for coliectors! 
Write TODAY! 


SPOUTZ ‘vioter’ GREENHOUSES 
34300 Moravian Drive Fraser, Michigan 
“"We specialize in choice varieties” 
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1957 CATALOG 


OF WORLD FAMOUS 


BRISTOL MUMS 
SEND TODAY: 





Your catalog will be mailed in February 








FRE 


Write today for free illustrated book. 
Cultural directions . . . pronouncing index 

+ germination table. 3000 varieties . . . 
old and new. Many rare kinds. 


This is the only free flower seed book 
that contains this index, germination table 
and cultural guide. This information will 
enable you to have perfect flowers, easier. 
Especially when you use Park seeds. 


You will find hundreds of actual black 
and white photographs and many full color 
Photographs to show how the flowers 
actually look 


You will get only the finest of seeds when 
you buy from Park. You have a guarantee 
that the seeds that you receive are the 
exact kind you order. Free Delivery too. 


Park’s Flower Book offers you many fine 
rare flowers easily grown. Get your free 
copy before they run out. Send a post- 
card today for your free flower book. 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO. 


Greenwood 4, S$. C. 
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Southern Ramblings 


December highlights: discovering seed 
and nursery catalogs; obtaining next 
spring’s catalogs; ordering seed for 
winter sowing; planting day-lilies in 
late winter; forcing amaryllis; buying 
Christmas gifts for gardeners; buying 
a greenhouse; labeling plants; selecting 
low-growing shrubs. 


ODERN SEED AND NURSERY Cat- 
M alogs hold a great wealth of 
information for gardeners. 
They are much more than a listing of 
items for sale. More time should be 
devoted to becoming better acquainted 
with their contents. 
© Discovering seed and nursery cat- 
alogs—A good catalog—and there is 
hardly an end to the good ones that 
are available—can help you decide 
what particular plants are best for 
your garden. Many offer planting and 


ee ea 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 
(Meridian, Mississippi) 


landscaping hints to help you arrange 
your flower beds and shrub planting 
to better advantage. 

I know several garden club members 
who, when asked to give a talk, scurry 
to their files of catalogs for up-to-date 
information. All of us, including even 
the veteran gardeners, are continually 
using the catalogs for checking pur- 
poses. Some catalogs, especially those 
devoted to specialty plants such as be- 
gonias, roses, day-lilies or gladiolus, 
give detailed cultural directions. 

@ Obtaining next spring’s catalogs 
—December is the time to acquire 
next spring’s catalogs. Practically all 
of them are now available. Sit down 
at your desk, look over the pages of 
this issue of FLOWER GROWER and 
drop a line to those advertisers whose 
catalogs interest you. 

® Ordering seed for winter sowing 


New Flowers 


Illustrated 


Unusual Flowers from Far Places. illustrated 


and interestingly described. Catalog of 
Seeds-Bulbs-Plants, on request, Dept. Z. 
Visitors welcome at Nursery. 


—If you did not get all your hardy 
annuals planted in the fall, run through 
the catalogs soon, make selections and 
order the seed for planting in Febru- 
ary. Time is short, so get your seed 
now. 

e Planting day-lilies in late winter 
—In the South day-lilies can be 
planted right on through the winter, 
but late winter is better, I think, than 
midwinter. This is a plant rarely found 
in the garden stores; for a source you 
will have to rely mainly on nurseries 
that publish a listing of their varieties. 
Why not check FLOWER GROWER ad- 
vertisers, write for their catalogs and 
then make your orders? 

e Forcing amaryllis—Another item 
not always found in the stores, amaryl- 
lis may be planted this month. Buy 
large-sized bulbs for forcing. After 
the bulbs have bloomed, plant them 


PEARCE SEED CO. MOORESTOWN 


NEW JERSEY Unusually delicate, 

beautifully formed minia- 

ture roses in four mag- 

nificent colors, each described in 
our 1957 Spring catalog. Also trees, 
fruit, flowers, shrubs—almost 1000 
different varieties. All guaranteed. 


Our 108th anniversary year. 


SPRING HILL NURSERIES 
Dept. D-12, Tipp City, Ohio 





Save your catalogs! Let them “help you 
to happy winter hours and good gar- 


dening,” as Mr. Wood says (page 9). Send for 


FREE 
OOK 





w%'4 Founded 1876 
NOY) Uf FREE CATALOG in full color. Tells [XT eee NEW SEEDLESS GRAPE 


how to make and plant a pool. Low Colif- $f { ) 
3 INTERLAKEN 


SA ornia Postpaid on ae amon, 
“cs flowering winter-hardy Water Lily roots ee : 
today. ; It’s so easy to import 


ll colors. Large selection. Special 
pon eee Can be eat hole—h.: bsolutel 
pod WATER GARDENS, Box 14 Paramount, Calif. AR DS GALEN WHOS-—-NES QUSNUEY 











HARRIS SEED 


WANT GARDEN HELP? 

Home gardeners will find it in the concise and 
lucid cultural directions, the accurate descrip- 
tions and the candid illustrations (many of 
which were photographed here at Moreton 
Farm), in our 


1957 CATALOG 


of Vegetable and Flower 


Seeds and Plants 


Three generations of the Harris family have 
been Boaeainy and selecting better vegetables 
and flowers for your pleasure and profit. The 
catalog presents the results of this experience. 


Send postcard for a free copy today 


JOSEPH HARRIS COMPANY, Inc. 
91 Moreton Farm Rochester 11, N. Y. 





no seeds! Sweet and juicy, golden- 

amber fruit. Hardy. Free catalog. 
ACKERMAN NURSERIES 

180 Lake St. Bridgman, Mich. 














RARE ENGLISH 
FLOWER SEEDS 


1957 CATALOGUE— 

the most comprehensive published. Nearly 
5,000 different kinds of flower seeds 
offered and described. Really a book of 
reference. Includes an up-to-date collec- 
tion of the best herbaceous perennials. 
Also a large selection of Alpine and Shrub 
seeds. Fully coloured illustrated CATA- 
LOGUE ready end of December. 25 cents 
on application to: 


THOMPSON & MORSE LTD 
Ipswich Dept. FG England 
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from Holland 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE. 


FA. D. BRUIDEGOM, Baarn, Holland 














Don’t miss the Christmas shopping ideas 
for your gardening friends—and your- 
self—on pages 52, 53 and 64 to 69. 








A, Beautiful COLORED CATALOGS on 
. the popular garden duo... 


{mention choice] 


onderful illustrations of best selections 
CHREINER’S GARDENS 
Rt. 2, Box 327-R_ »* SALEM, OREGON 
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outdoors. Some good named varieties 
that force well are BoRDER GEM, red 
and white; ORANGE KING, PINK PER- 
FECTION, RED ROVER and SALMON 
QUEEN. RED MASTER is also a favor- 
ite. 

e Buying Christmas gifts for gar- 
deners—Had you thought about buy- 
ing some of the packaged plants with 
the lovely lithographed covers to give 
your friends at Christmas? Almost 
everyone could use another rose; and 
December is the favorite month for 
planting them. Or you may prefer 
packaged gladiolus, since their plant- 
ing time is just over the hill. 

Another gift idea is pruning shears; 
every gardener needs an extra pair. 
Select the larger ones for the men and 
the smaller ones for the ladies. For 
more ideas see Gifts for Gardeners on 
page 52. 

e Buying a greenhouse — Even 
though the South has a comparatively 
mild climate and many plants can be 
grown outdoors ali year round, more 
greenhouses are put into use here each 
season. If you are planning to buy 
one but have not yet done so, go right 
ahead and set it up now. It still can 
be enjoyed for the major portion of 
the winter. 


3 today. 
W. fF. ALLEN COMPANY 
12 West Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, 





AMERICAN 


@,t)5 ad 


Grow your own Holly for n 

decorations. Hardy in North. 

FREE planting guide catalog. 
or your =o apa 


gS emione's Stevensville, Mich. 








r Q & FLOWER 


BOOK 

Write today for free illustrated book—cultural 
directions, pronouncing index, germination table, 
3000 varieties—old and new. Many rare kinds. 
Yours for the asking. Send a postcard today! 
Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 23 S. C. 














Se, OUY 800. 280 Yatuo 


estaiely riers. Sand ioe fr 
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BL. SUUUNWRY Soedunen, Dank 221, Rockford, Ulinois 
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¢ Labeling plants—As I see it, more 
supposedly good gardeners fall down 
on the matter of properly labeling 
their plants than on any other garden- 
ing procedure. Check your entire 
planting, especially the perennials, 
roses, shrubs and young trees, and at- 
tach labels where they are missing. 
Right now, while the deciduous piants 
are without leaves and the evergreens 
have stopped growth, is the best time 
to add labels. When ordering labels, 
be sure to get some extra ones. You'll 
surely find need for them a little later. 

e Selecting low-growing shrubs— 
Dwarf or low-growing shrubs are now 
much in demand for foundation plant- 
ing. A popular variety of barberry is 
CRIMSON PyGMy, which has deep ox- 
blood foliage and grows to a height of 
only 20 inches in six years. Another 
good low-growing shrub for the foun- 
dation planting is the golden-leaved, 
dwarf ligustrum, Ligustrum  vicari. 
Deutzia gracilis, though not new, 
merits more popularity in the South. 
It rarely grows to a height of more 
than 3 or 4 feet and is a neat, shapely 
shrub. Deutzias, blooming much later 
than most spring-flowering shrubs, are 
rarely damaged by freezes and nearly 
always give a good crop of bloom. 


Flowering Trees 


Will Add Charm, Beauty & 


Distinction to Your Home 


Our big new 1957 catalog has everything you 
need to beautify your yard—add value to your 
home. Best varieties of flowering trees, flowering 
shrubs, shade trees, evergreens, fruit trees, 
dwarf fruit trees, berries, roses, & perennials. 
Also high-grade vegetable and flower seeds. 
Quality guaranteed. Low prices. 


Write today for big Free Catalog. 


ALLEN’S NURSERIES & SEED HOUSE 
Geneva, Ohio 





Questions of the Month 


QO. We wish to plant some fruiting 
trees and shrubs which will provide 
fruits for Christmas decorations. 
Which ones do you suggest? 

A. Pyracanthas would be fine, but 
the hollies are perhaps the most satis- 
factory. Native hollies, which can be 
had in several named varieties and can 
be planted now, are all good. In the 
South the most popular variety is 
BuURFORDI, a Chinese holly that has 
large, bright red berries and deep, 
glossy green leaves. It grows fast; 
prunings may be used for home deco- 
rations. 

Q. What colorful, low-growing trees 
would you recommend for planting? 

A. You may use flowering trees 
such as dogwood, redbud, goldenrain- 
tree or Japanese maple. 

Q. What evergreens can I use 
around my new low-walled home? I! 
want shrubs that will not grow very 
tall. 

A. The new ligustrum, SUWANNEE 
RIVER, and the dwarf types of azaleas, 
gardenias and junipers are desirable for 
this kind of planting. You can use 
CRIMSON PyGMy barberry for ac- 
cent.®@ 


Pan = 
i i ti ti = 


CATALOG IN COLOR 


One of America’s any collections of 
Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, Flower- 
ing Shrubs, iris, Daylilies & Poppies 


MS pronounces all PO 5 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-126 Spokane, Wash. 








You “are getting better seeds than ever before due to the cooperation between 
seedsmen, the regulatory and testing agencies.” See Modern Gardener, page 19. 
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MUSSER 
FORESTS INC. 


Name 


20 MILLION TREES a year! 


New 1957 catalog of Evergreen Seedlings and Transplants 
— Hardwood Seedlings — Ornamental and Shade Trees — 
Fruit and Flowering Trees — Roses — Shrubs — Rhodo- 
dendrons — Azaleas — Berries. Also our Famous Christmas 
Tree Grower's Guide. 


Please send 1957 catalog 


Christmas Tree Grower's Guide 
* Please Print name and address 





Address 





| BOX 7-4 | 


City 








INDIANA, -PA. 








Northern Pointers 


December highlights: 
catalogs; mulching the 
building a rock garden. 


ARDENING OUTDOORS for the next 
( four to six months will be at a 
minimum in the northern parts 
of the area covered by this column 
(Maine south to Delaware) ; except for 
working in the greenhouse and in- 
doors, gardening must be of the arm- 
chair variety. But all may indulge in 
gardening by studying the 1957 seed 
and nursery catalogs. 
© Poring over catalogs—A beginner 
(and an old hand, too) can learn a lot 
by studying various catalogs. He will 
quickly learn, though, that all the seeds 
and plants that he wants to grow 
cannot be supplied by one dealer. 
Therefore, his best bet is to acquaint 
himself with all the specialists that 


poring over 
flower beds; 


by MONTAGUE FREE 
(Hyde Park, New York) 


advertise in FLOWER GROWER and 
then send for catalogs and lists of those 
growers who offer the plants he wants 
to grow in his garden. 

Some nurseries specialize in one or 
more groups of plants such as irises, 
gladioli, roses, lilies and lilacs. Seeds- 
men supply flower and vegetable seeds 
and usually bulbs. Some seedsmen 
issue two catalogs a year: one, arriv- 
ing in summer, listing hardy spring- 
flowering bulbs; and another, arriving 
in winter, listing seeds and tender sum- 
mer-flowering bulbs. Some of these 
catalogs may also contain a limited list 
of trees and shrubs and possibly some 
fruits. 

Experienced gardeners may want to 
grow unusual plants, those not com- 
monly available but mentioned every 
so often in garden magazines. For 
sources of the more unusual species 


FREES ‘Nincst 


ROSE BOOK 


these enthusiasts will either have to 
become old sleuths or else write to 
FLOWER GROWER for the needed in- 
formation. The first method is more 
fun, however. As a starter I would 
suggest that you search through the 
pages of this issue of FLOWER 
GROWER, noting the firms that adver- 
tise seeds and specimens of unusual 
plants. 

@ Mulching the flower beds—Don’t 
be in too much of a hurry to cover the 
flower borders. In much of the North- 
east, especially in Maryland, Delaware 
and southern Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, the ground is not yet frozen. 
If the covering is put on too early, 
meadow mice may make their head- 
quarters there. 

@ Building a rock garden—So far I 
have not suggested any real work for 
those of you who are of the rugged 


Nw" BRILLIANT’ 


EVERBEARING STRAWBERRY 


jon for small gard E h fresh berries from 
a Hey ft. wide, 14 ft. long bed for strawberry shorteake every 





PViT-MeCT-[a-(-): Mme a-ti-il-y-) 
IN FULL COLOR! 


FROM sg peng home 

finest roses grown, comes 
GERM. AIN® S 1957 catalog, 
showing ALL Internationally 
renowned roses... LDEN 
SHOWERS, Germain’s 1957 
AARS Winner...QUEEN 
ELIZABETH, etc. ... Exhibi- 
tion BULBS... hardy PEREN- 
NIALS...Selected Flower 
SEEDS...rare exotic PLANTS. 
750 EXCITING OFFERS. 
WRITE NOW! 


week all summer. Produced 7000 quarts per acre the first 
year, in teste at an impartial experiment station. FREE 
catalog. Bargains in nut trees, fruit trees, shrubs. Write 


STAHELIN’S NURSERY, Box B-3, Bridgman, Michigan 





tee Superfection = berries 
this year. Allen’s 1957 Berry 
descri ag 


methods. Free copy. Wri 
today. W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 





GERMAIN’S, Dept. FG-126, Los Angeles 54, California colors. 
SOc for 4; $1 for 8. Order now. 


R. H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
DEPT. 229 ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS - 





| 2011 Offers . . . 88 Pages 


wit FREE! 
| copy Fi ! = | 
1 ictures illus- 

1se8 Zo11 offers!— 





PLANT PERENNIALS 


For Permanence 
Send Today for FREE Catalog —> 


Big new catalog lists many new & J 
unusual, easy to grow Perennial ¥ 
plants. Send for your copy today. 
RICHARDS GARDENS 
Box FG-12 Plainwell, Mich. 


Liss? 
from America’s 
you from is - -you 
fot nd nursery ae 
“60 years in - 
1 OOS ‘Mail card soda 
RY FIELD Seed urs 
: tee oak st., Shenandoah, 


’ Save *10.00 
or More/ 


FLORADALE FANCY 
WORLD’S FINEST 
It’s fascinating to watch your own 
Geranium plants grow from seed. Won- 
derful for house plants, window boxes, 


crimson, scarlet, salmon, rose, pink, FREE ADVANCE COPY 1957 CATALOG 


Oo mixed. The plants you grow for illustrated pages of unusual and hard-to-find 
| ow * Oe ould cost $10.00 to $12.50 to buy! lies, equipment and accessories for African 
tart seeds now (we tell you how). Gan Ber gos er, Soentom, Azaleas, all green- 
Fh tenet 25 Seeds 10c, postpaid. pt ig Bia ale A nd indoor plants. Everything from potting 
Supply limited Send Dime Today! | sneer and most penutitul, varietin. vigoraie 2-7 mae ond fi vorescen) Tights x Largest selection cry 
OURPEE SEED CATALOG FREE Pictures and describes Write for FREE Colorful CATALOG and Mints on care and 

all best flowers and vegetables, including Burpee Hybrids. culture or indoor plants 

W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 310 Burpee eC UNG BROS. ROSE NURSERY and greenhouse. Send. now for your free copy. 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa Route 5, Box 275-G Tyler, Texas 


or Riverside, THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER, Box 929, Oxford, Maryland 
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outdoor type. So how about making 
a rock garden? If you are contem- 
plating building one, you could get 
a good start now. Most likely there 
will be enough open winter. Don’t 
attempt to make a replica of the Mat- 
terhorn. Keep it low and simulate a 
rocky outcrop along the lines of the 
rock gardens at the Chelsea Show, as 
pictured in the October issue of 
FLOWER GROWER. 


Question of the Month 


Q. Will the white hardy pinks that 
edge my rose border harm or retard 
the daffodils that are also planted in 
the same area? The rose bed looked so 
bleak when the daffodils finished 
blooming that I had to fill in with 
something. 

A. Daffodils with a ground cover 
of pinks (or dianthus) are a good 
combination. Doubtless there will 
come a time when the dianthus and 
possibly the daffodils will deteriorate. 
Then it will be necessary to dig up and 
replant the combination. It might be 
well to replace the pinks with petunias 
which, though they must be replanted 
annually, will bloom for a longer pe- 
riod—from June until frost.® 





African Violets 


ischer greenhouses 


DEFT. FG LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 














Become a Landscape Specialist 


Increase your earning power,” 
Train for a new career. Thor- 
ough, easy-to-follow home-study 
+ method teaches you modern 
trends in landseape and garden 
design, horticulture, drafting, 
etc, 45 iustrated lessons. Suc- 
cessful graduates throughout the 
world. 49th vear. Catalog. 
Charter m:mber, National Home Study Council, 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
Dept. 1126, 4508 Franklin Ave., Des Moines 10, lowa 





| WANT EVERY READER 


a of this Paper to have my big red 


EARLIANA TOMATO 
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Midwest Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 
(Hinsdale, Illinois) 


December highlights: ordering seeds 
and plants; planning for a vegetable 
garden; forcing spring bulbs; bringing 
forsythia indoors; improving your gar- 
den’s design; killing unwanted trees 
and shrubs. 


of the year is done in Decem- 

ber. The most strenuous job is 
writing for 1957 nursery and seed 
catalogs. 

e Ordering seeds and plants—Have 
mercy on the poor mail-order seeds- 
man and plantsman. Don’t send in 
your order in dribs and drabs. Instead, 
make up your mind on all your 1957 
needs and send in a single order. 

This year when you make up your 
order, why not decide to test a single 
group of plants thoroughly? For in- 
stance, you could grow all the zinnias 


T's EASIEST outdoor gardening 





Send for illustrated book on 


RHODODENDRONS 
EXBURY AZALEAS 


exclusively offered by us in U.S.A. 


50 pages describing over 250 varieties, plus 
complete cultural notes and reference ma- 
terial. Send 25¢ (in coin) for postage and 
handling. 


BRYDON’ 


— High St., 
lem, Oregon 











LEARN @Z Home 
LANDSCAPE 
GARDENING 


sed by hundreds of 
Write today for FREE BOOKLET. 











bY tg oS meat = yg J — 

Angeles % 6 
Dear Sirs: Please send me, is —~~~Shg aeeee 
complete information about your course. 


Name 





Address. 


City. 








your dealer offers. Then you would 
really learn about this splendid group 
of annuals. Or if you don’t like zin- 
nias, use China aster, petunia or mari- 
gold. You'll be amazed at the tre- 
mendous differences there are within 
a single genus. 

© Planning for a vegetable garden 
—Take another look at the vegetable 
pages of the seed catalogs. For some 
reason each year fewer and fewer food 
gardens are being planted. As a re- 
sult, lists of vegetable varieties suitable 
for home use are shrinking. The true 
gourmet knows that only home grown 
vegetables have high flavor. Do your 
part to save American appreciation of 
good food by planting some of the 
special varieties that are best F.O.B. 
the kitchen door. 

¢ Forcing spring bulbs—Check the 
temperature in the root cellar or cold- 





y 


If you love flowers, we want you to have 
a free copy of the new Park Flower Book 
for 1957. 

This catalogue describes over 3,000 va- 
rieties of flower seed and plants . . . many 
rare kinds . . . all the new ones as well as 
the older variefies. The book also contains 
cultural directions, a pronouncing index 
and germination tables. 

Hundreds of actual black and white 
photographs, and many full-color photo- 
graphs to show you how the flowers 
actually look. 


Send postcard today 
for your free copy! 


GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 














GREENWOOD 3, 5. C. 











frame where tulips, hyacinths and 
other potted bulbs are being forced. 
A cool 50° to 55° is best. If the tem- 
perature is too high move the pots to 
a cooler spot, such as along the edges 
of the frame or the walls of the cellar. 

e Bringing forsythia indoors—To- 
wards the end of the month branches 
of the forsythia and other shrubs can 
be cut and brought indoors for forcing. 
These materials will be a little more 
difficult to force now than in February 
or March. Set the branches in warm 
water (about 85°) immediately after 
they are cut; try to keep the water at 
that temperature for 24 hours. 

e Improving your garden’s design 
—A good time to study the design of 
your garden is now, when its lines are 
not hidden by foliage and flowers. De- 
cide now how to change the beds, 
paths and other features; then this 
work can be done as soon as condi- 
tions are favorable in the spring. 

e Killing unwanted trees and shrubs 
—Coat the trunks of those woody 
shrubs and trees you want to get rid of 
with a mixture of 2,4,5-T and furnace 
oil. The 2,4,5-T will penetrate the 
bark and be translocated through the 
tree, killing both the top growth and 
the roots. 


FOR OUR 


FREE 


BIG NURSERY 
CATALOG 


copy sent when printing com- 
1957 pleted. Order early and save. 
ZILKE NURSERY, Box 140, Baroda, Mich. 


Water Lilies 
FREE CATALOG 


Hardy and tropical Lilies listed. Complete in- 
Structions for building, planting, and care of 


pool. 
VAN NESS WATER GARDENS 
Re #1, Box 360 Upland, Calif. 














(Closed Sundays) 








MIMOSA TREE 


FABULOUS TREE SLEEPS AT NIGHT 
A relative of the sensitive plant that has almost 
human feeling. Fern-like foliage and fragrant 
pink blossoms. Fully described in Hanley’s big 
1957 catalog of guaranteed nursery stock. Send 
for your FREE copy today. 


HANLEY’S NURSERY, Box 480C, Carbondale, Illinois 
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Questions of the Month 


Q. Why doesn’t my _ hydrangea 
bloom? It was beautiful when it was 
given to me. 

A. I suspect that your plant is a 
florist’s pink or blue variety. In most 
parts of the Middle West the wood and - 
foliage of these plants are hardy but 
the flower buds are not. Protect the 
plant this winter. Place a ring of 
chicken wire around the plant and 
fill it with leaves. 

Q. Why won't my poinsettia flower 
a second time? 

A. Probably the reason is that it’s 
not getting what it needs in order to 
flower—fourteen hours of uninter- 
rupted darkness. Even two candle- 
power for only a few minutes during 
the fourteen hour period will inhibit 
flowering. 

Q. How can] get rid of knotweed in 
my lawn? 

A. Right now add either arsenate 
of lead or sodar crab-grass killer to 
your garden supply order. During 
February thaws, when the knotweed 
germinates and is easily killed, apply 
one of these materials. Later in the 


season it is all but impossible to kill 
knotweed without injuring the lawn.® 


SUCCULENTS 


$3 COLORFUL 
EXOTIC 


, a | Write for our beautiful 
, colored catalog picturin 

| these bright, odd an 
= easily grown house plants 

AFRICAN AND MEXICAN SUC- F 

CULENTS. MIMICRY PLANTS. | 

SHADE CACTI. SUPPLIES AND 

POTTING SOILS. 


CACTI 


HUNDREDS OF RARE FLOWER- 
ING KINDS DESCRIBED. 


Orchid Cacti 
In Many Colors 


Johnson Cactus Gardens | 


PARAMOUNT, CALIF. 


ars 


} 
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West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 
(of California) 


December highlights: securing 1957 
catalogs; chores for the puttering gar- 
deners; setting out bulbs; pruning the 
right way. 


HY NOT PUT IN a few quiet 
\ hours before the Christmas 

bustle sending for the 1957 
catalogs? 

e Securing 1957 catalogs—Y ou will 
treat yourself to many hours of real 
enjoyment if you spend just an hour 
or two now to send for seed and 
nursery catalogs. They will keep you 
in touch with what’s new in the gar- 
dening world. 

But beware of the enthusiasm of the 
catalog writers! It’s catching. After 
you browse through a catalog brim- 


PAAR AAO 


eS asea 


America’s Most Wanted 


ROSE CATALOG 


FREE! 


we A 
se Award Winner pages in nat 
f America's finest roses 


Send postcard for your personal copy! 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


1896 E STREET HAMBURG, IOWA 





vo Huge, graceful, fluffy, the loveliest Zinnias ever created. So 
7S striking in the garden, so enchanting in bouquets, they are pre- 
sas: ferred above all others. Immense yet dainty, up to 6 in. across, 
aa, on extra long stems. Easy to arrange in graceful bouquets. 
j See How Easy to Grow! 
Just sow seeds outdoors in spring, and 5 days later the 
= fast-growing plants appear. They soon become 3 ft. tall and 
~ bloom abundantly all season long. SPECIAL—for a limited 
time only, we’ll send you postpaid all 3 25c-Packets of seeds 
—pink, yellow, and scarlet, one of each color 
for only 10c. Send Dime Today! 
Burpee Seed Catalog FREE 
America’s favorite garden book, over 500 pictures, many in color. 
World’s finest flowers and vegetables, the best seeds that grow! 


ANS W. Atlee B 
Uda $147 SALAM Phiindoinhia a? Po. o 


Co. 311 Burpee Building 
lowa or Riverside, California 
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ming with portraits of tuberous be- 
gonias, you'll be a confirmed tuberous 
begonia addict. A few minutes later, 
while glancing at a colorful iris cata- 
log, you'll feel like changing your mind 
in favor of collecting hybrid iris. 

e Chores for the puttering gardener 
—Holiday celebrating will naturally 
cut down on the amount of time left 
for gardening. However, the gardener 
who can find time to putter a bit will 
find plenty to do: clean up pots and 
flats; mulch azaleas, rhododendrons 
and camellias; spray shrubs and trees; 
and take cuttings of favorite shrubs. 

© Setting out bulbs—tIn all parts 
of the West except east of the Cas- 
cades in Washington and at high alti- 
tudes, where the soil may be unwork- 
able, tulips, hyacinths and daffodils can 
still be set out. 

In Southern California and Arizona 
this is the ideal time to plant the “big 
three.” By now the soil has cooled off 
and the bulbs will be able to make 
proper root growth and later pro- 
duce long-stemmed flowers. Too-early 
planting often results in short-stemmed 
blooms. It is for this reason that 
gardeners in Arizona and Southern 
California are often advised to pre- 
chill tulip bulbs for thirty days at 30°. 


Get America’s most beautiful Lily 

Catalog. 200 varieties including De-~ ; 
Graatf’s New Hybrids. Color illustrations. 
Cultural Data. Send 25¢ for your copy 


(refunded on first order). 
ROMAINE B. wit 


Send today. 





Decorative - Or 


HOLLIES. 


FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 
Send for Catalog in Color to 


Brownell Farms 
Box 5965-F, Milwaukie, Oregon 








Ranunculus and anemone can be 
planted safely in all mild areas of Cali- 
fornia, Arizona and the coastal areas 
of the Pacific Northwest. Remember 
that top-grade ranunculus tubers give 
more blooms per plant than the bar- 
gain sizes. 

© Pruning the right way—Though 
the big job of pruning does not get 
under way until next month, it’s a 
good idea to start tackling some of the 
specimens now. If pruning is, a new 
technique to you, first study some of 
the free pamphlets on the subject that 
are published by state colleges and 
manufacturers of pruning tools. Get 
some expert advice before you tackle 
major pruning jobs. 

And, as always, it’s worth repeating 
that spring-flowering shrubs and trees 
should not be pruned until after they 
bloom. To prune them now means 
loss of flowers during March, April 
and May. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. What's the best way to keep 
house plants from becoming covered 
with a white film? I would like my 
plants to be clean and fresh looking. 

A. A white film on house plants is 


America’s a es =. a RE, 
na 
‘ERRIS NORTHERN GROWN EVERGREENS 
Shade Trees Roses Fruit Trees 
sorenntgne Shrubs Berry Plants 
undreds of low-cost planting suggestions in 

_ great Earl Ferris ” samand Catalog and Plant- 
< iFerris FREE! Wri 


erris Nursery, y, 344 Bridge St., Hampton, lowa 
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AMAZING MULTIFLOR 


LIVING FEN 


a foot. 
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FREE oro ne. 
GERANIUM 
CATALOGUE 


listing All Our Fascinating 
Varieties, also House Plants 


ums. 
Write For Your Copy TODAY! 


WILSON BROS. 
©. Box 48-L a Roackdale 














a common problem wherever the water 
is alkaline. It’s a good idea to rinse 
the foliage at least once a week. Some 
house-plant collectors place all their 
husky plants under the shower. Others 
laboriously brush the leaves with 
skimmed milk to remove the film. 
And, of course, there are also foliage 
preparations that can be sprayed on 
the leaves to keep them glossy. 

Q. A while ago I bought several 
camellias; but not until recently did I 
notice that the plants had only a few 
buds. What can I do now to insure a 
bigger crop of camellia flowers next 
year? 

A. It’s not the number of buds that 
determines the plant’s health or value. 
Some varieties, for example, tend to 
set many buds; others do not. To 
make sure that your plants bloom 
well in 1958—you'll have to work a 
year ahead—give the plants lots of 
water during the summer, three feed- 
ings of liquid fish fertilizer, protection 
against soil pests with chlordane and a 
mulch of sphagnum peatmoss. This 
is good advice in the Pacific North- 
west, California and other favored 
camellia-growing spots. In Arizona 
and other alkaline areas be sure that 
the soil is sufficiently acid.® 


World’s First and Only HOW-T0-D0-IT 
FULL NATURAL COLOR 


beak CATALOG & 


GUIDEBOOK 
For IRIS Lovers and Hybridizers 


This famous HOW-TO-DO-IT catalog tells YOU 
how to grow 18 types of IRIS and use each 
effectively in your garden; shows you how to 
select varieties by colors, seasons, heights, cul- 
tural requirements, et@ 

Tells how to hybridize Iris and create your 
own new varieties. 


New, Rare & Unusual Iris 


mountai: 
De Luxe Full Color Edition 


With more true-to-life color plates than ever 
before. Many rare and new Iris in color for the 
first time. Many exclusive offerings not else- 
where available in America. 


ame Don't Delay—Mail COUPON Today «seene 


RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS 
Dept. F-12, Placerville, California 
1 enclose 25¢ (coin or stamps) for = gape 
1957 COLOR CATALOG-GUIDEBOOK, 
soon as ready, plus a CREDIT CERTIFICATE 
on my or from catalog for my 
choice of any one es a dozen = iris FREE, 
including such beaut as: REAL 
GOLD, STRA THMOME. FAN NCYANCY, AU- 
TUMN. DELIGHT, WINTER FLAME and 
MARSALA. 


Print Name 
St. or RFD. 




















The Home Greenhouse 


HE YEAR’S SHORTEST DAY (De- 

T cember 21) comes this month, 

and by recognizing and utilizing 

this fact we can have color and bloom 
in the greenhouse for Christmas. 

The early-flowering hardy bulbs 
which sometimes brave the snow out- 
doors make good subjects for early 
forcing. Iris reticulata, early daffodils, 
tulip species, snowdrops and crocuses 
are all good. 

August work is the key to Christmas 
bloom. At that time experienced gar- 
deners were potting bulbs, starting 
plants from seeds and cuttings and 
carefully shading and nurturing plants 
such as cyclamen and Christmas be- 
gonias. Other show plants started from 
seed almost a year earlier include 
streptocarpus, nemesia, schizanthus, 
primula, cineraria and calceolaria. 

Poinsettia, botanically Euphorbia 
pulcherrima, is queen of an amazing 


Sweet Pea Collection 


Cuthbertson sweet peas, unusually vig- 
orous with large blossoms, long, strong 
stems. Regularly 15c each. One each of 
the following — 12 packets $1.00 post- 
paid. Save 80c! 
DORIS, Cherry Rose 
CAROL, Clear Pink 
FRANK G., Lavender 
JIMMY, Deep Scarlet 
MARIAN, Cream TOMMY, Blue 
KENNETH, Crimson WANETA, Deep Salmon 


ASK FOR OUR FALL AND SPRING CATALOGS 


GILL BROS. SEED CO. 


Dept. FG, Montevilla Ste., Portland 16, Ore. 


DAV!D, Rose Crimson 
EVELYN, Salmon Pink 
JANET, White 

LOIS, Rose Pink 





by VICTOR GREIFF 


tribe of milky-juice plants including 
the E, splendens or crown-of-thorns, a 
well known house plant. 

The poinsettia “plant” the florist 
sends, all done up in Christmas ribbon, 
usually consists of a dozen or more 
tip cuttings which were rooted in July 
and grown in small pots. Later these 
were repotted—several to a bulb pan 
—and grown with careful attention to 
heat, humidity and ample nitrogen fer- 
tilizer. As the weather became cool in 
August and September the leaves grew 
large and handsome. With shortened 
days the beautiful floral bracts and the 
curious but relatively inconspicuous 
flowers appear. Under good conditions 
of water, light and humidity the plants 
last for a long time, but when sub- 
jected to our warm and dry rooms they 
may start to shed their leaves. 

The greenhouse amateur will often 
start with leafless “dead” plants, com- 
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12 varieties $3.00 post paid. 
MacPherson Gardens Dept. F, 2920 Starr, 
Toledo 5, Ohio. Send for Our List 
and Color Prints. 





plete with ribbons, laurel trimmings, 
crepe paper and tinsel. The “sticks” 
or dormant plants may be stored under 
the bench and watered only enough 
to prevent stems from shriveling. In 
April repot the best ones and cut the 
plants back. Plants must be watered 
and fed regularly. 

Bushier plants will result if the new 
growth is pinched back several times 
until August. Temperature should be 
at“ least 60° and drafts and sudden 
drops in temperature avoided. Poin- 
settias are very sensitive to light at 
night. Even a light in the greenhouse 
for a short period at night may pre- 
vent blooming. 

Cuttings from the new growth may 
be rooted in July and will produce 
flowers in December. Use tip cuttings 
about 6 inches long and place in a 
sterile rooting medium. Shade must 
be provided or wilting will occur.® 


HARDY ALMOND 


t So ‘es rN X Abundant crops, quality nuts. 
> . Beautiful as ornamental 
or shade tree. Free catalog. 
ACKERMAN NURSERIES 
175 Lake St. Bridgman, Mich. 








BABY SIZED TREES & SHRUBS 


gues! wae YoutveSep heoting Dest 
6 to 12-in. ake tes pemen alae 
a iean i ase. Write today for FREE 


PPAW-PAW TREES 98° 


Produces large tasty yellow fruit that has a distinc- 
eS. Beautiful—with large purple Sree 

dark green foliage. Sturdy 18 to 24 in. trees, adapted x08 89 
northern planting. Reach 20 ft. at maturity. Gotten treat 3 im for $2 
WHITTEN NURSERIES, Box 151, Bridgman, Michigan 





a Tomato Garden da pn For earliest and best fruits all 


leading 
Free. 


Biggest Smooth, ——_ Red Tomatoes 
Ever b, extrad . won- 
erful. Solid, thick-mea ted, so heavy many are 
over 1lb.,some up to 2 Ibs. each! Unsurpassed for 
home gardens; bring highest market prices. 

Plants Grow Better, Bear Heavier and 
Longer. Their Hybrid Vigor makes more blos- 
soms set fruits in bad weather. We'll mail you 
10 Seeds FREE, if yousendstamp for postage. 








needs is Burpee’s new Big Early 
brid i SPECIAL—2Pkts.. 80 seeds of each, 





w. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 312 Burpee Buildin 
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Seed-testing laboratories protect the gardener 


PLANT IS NO BETTER than the 
A seed from which it comes! Al- 

though this garden truism has 
probably been known since man first 
began to cultivate plants, laws to pro- 
tect farmers and gardeners against 
the sale of inferior or worthless seed 
are of recent origin. Most states now 
have rules and regulations pertaining 
to the labeling and sale of seeds. They 
also maintain seed-testing laboratories, 
the function of which is to determine 
whether the seeds meet these require- 
ments. Such laboratories conduct rou- 
tine tests according to a strict set of 
official rules and can quickly uncover 
violations. 

Reliable seedsmen always aim to 
produce and distribute seeds of high 
quality at a reasonable cost to the con- 
sumer. The larger seed concerns have 
their own seed technologists to help 
further this objective. 

Four factors are known to affect 
seed quality: mechanical purity, per- 
centage of germination, presence of 
disease and genetic purity. Mechani- 
cal purity refers to the percentages of 
pure seed, inert matter and weed seed. 
Obviously the packet must consist al- 
most entirely of the kind of seed 
printed on the label. The presence of 
more than a trace of inert matter not 
only suggests that the seed has been 
improperly cleaned but also that such 
matter may carry insect pests or para- 
sitic microorganisms. 

The percentage of germination is ex- 
tremely important because it indicates 
the number of seeds that can be ex- 
pected to produce normal plants under 
favorable conditions. 

Disease organisms present on seeds 
are undesirable because they may 
cause blights or rots of the seedlings. 
Some of the organisms can be spotted 
by direct microscopic examination. 
Others are detected by special isola- 
tion techniques in which the seeds are 
placed on special growth medium in 
the laboratory, and the parasitic or- 


by P. P. PIRONE 


PLANT PATHOLOGIST, NEW YORK BOTANICAL CARDEN 


ganisms then grow out of the seed onto 
the special food. 

Genetic purity is probably the most 
difficult factor to ascertain. Such 
methods as the use of ultraviolet light, 
disease-resistance tests of seedlings, 
and special field tests are used to de- 
termine this quality. 

Seed testing in America is on an un- 
usually high plane. All official testing 
laboratories in this country are mem- 
bers of the Association of Official Seed 
Analysts. This association has a strict 
code to which all members must ad- 
here.- Its methods and rules for seed 
testing are revised continuously to keep 
pace with new developments. Such 
rules cannot remain static because new 
varieties of plants are constantly being 
introduced and consequently new 
methods for analyzing and testing their 
seeds must be devised. 

There also is a Society of Commer- 
cial Seed Technologists whose mem- 
bership is restricted to technologists 
presently employed in a seed firm or 
an independent commercial seed lab- 
oratory. 

Finally there is an international 
seed-testing association to which mosi 
of the free nations of the world belong. 
Its members meet every three years to 


Dr. Willard F. Crosier examining seed in 
the modern seed-testing laboratory of the 
New York State Agricultural Experiment 
Station located at Geneva, New York. 


set up methods and rules for the test- 
ing of seeds that are exchanged among 
member nations. 

New York State has a model labora- 
tory. During the past summer I had 
the pleasant experience of visiting the 
Department of Seed Investigations at 
the New York Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station in Geneva. Because this 
department is considered one of 
America’s best, I believe readers of 
“Modern Gardener” would like to 
know more about it. 

Before my visit I was acquainted 
with Article 9 of the Agriculture and 
Markets Law of New York, whose 
objective is to check the quality of 
seeds sold in the state. This law re- 
quires inspectors of the Department 
of Agriculture and Markets to pur- 
chase seeds of all kinds on the open 
market and submit them to the Geneva 
laboratory for a check on quality. 
Where flagrant violations of the seed 
laws are encountered, appropriate ac- 
tion is taken to prevent reoccurrence 
of the violations. 

Dr. Willard Crosier, an important 
member of the Geneva laboratory, 
briefed me on the many phases of 
work conducted there. 

In 1955 this department analyzed 
and tested 964 samples of flower seeds, 
138 samples of lawn-grass mixtures, 
1,130 samples of vegetable seeds, 724 
samples of field seeds (corn, wheat, 
barley and oats) and three samples of 
tree and shrub seeds, all of which were 
collected on the open market by state 
inspectors. 

The results of the analysis of nearly 
3,000 official samples of seed are pre- 
sented in the annual bulletin Number 
772, which is available on request 
from the New York Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station at Geneva. Actually 
this represents only a small percentage 
of the samples tested. Dr. Crosier told 
me that as many as 25,000 service 
samples, in addition to officially col- 
lected ones, are received and tested 
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each year at Geneva. Any citizen of 
New York State can use the seed-test- 
ing service whether or not he grows 
the seed. 

The New York Department of Seed 
Investigations analyzes more kinds of 
seeds than most state laboratories be- 
cause of the State’s great diversity of 
agriculture. In fact this department is 
unique in that it examines more sam- 
ples of flower seeds than all other states 
combined. In 1955 alone 4,750 sam- 
ples were tested. 

Speed in testing seeds is important 
to the seedsman. He likes to know 
what’s what several months before he 
places his seed on the market. 

Because of the large numbers of 
seeds that must be tested, the seed ex- 
perts are constantly devising ways and 
means of speeding germination. For 
example, bent grass seed takes as long 
as twenty-eight days to germinate and 
any method which will shorten this 
period is indeed welcome. Fresh bent 
grass seed is either chilled or treated 
with a one-tenth per cent potassium 
nitrate solution to hasten its germina- 
tion. Many grass seeds need light to 
germinate and this is provided in the 
specially built germinating chambers. 
Still other grass seeds must have their 


glumes removed to speed germination. 

A special technique known as em- 
bryo excision enables seed analysts to 
determine the viability of slowly ger- 
minating seeds such as those of peach 
and rose. 

The problem of seed-borne diseases 
is important. As a plant pathologist, I 
was naturally most interested in Dr. 
Crosier’s work on seed-borne diseases 
and ways of detecting and combating 
them. Dr. Crosier must continually iso- 
late parasitic fungi and bacteria from 
seeds produced in the West as well as 
those from New York State. If he 
finds, for example, that certain kinds 
of seed grown in New York contain 
fewer organisms than the same kinds 
of seed grown in other parts of the 
country, then the native-grown seed is 
naturally considered more desirable. 

Dr. Crosier pointed out that a seed 
analyst cannot look at seeds and dis- 
tinguish one variety or strain from 
another. For example, the seeds of 
different varieties of muskmelon look 
pretty much alike. Yet there are two 
varieties, IROQUOIS and DELicious 51, 
that bring a premium price because 
they are resistant to the highly infec- 
tious disease known as fusarium wilt. 
How can the seed analyst be sure that 
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MINIATURE ROSES 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


Make fascinating house plants 
for = enjoyment. With good Sage 

these small plants 8” to 12” 
tall. will bear perfect tiny roses, 
Also make at garden plants. 
Your choice of RED - PINK 
WHITE, PATENTED — 

Any 3 for $4.50 
or $4.95 by Me : 

Special planting compound and instructions included. 


Send for complete Miniature Rose list. 


JOHN THUMB 


BOX 132-FG ‘ortland 7, Oregon 











The Newest Gardening 
SENSATIONS 


Write Today For 
BIG FREE CATALOG 
ACKERMAN 113 take Street 


NURSERIES Bridgman, Mich. 








DELPHINIUM 


PACIFIC HYB. MIXED $0 
Shipped at planting time ona 


Order Direet From This Ad 
What a bargain! Large flowering 
Pacific Hybrids. Guaranteed to 
satisfy. Richard’s perennials save 
you 40%. FREE catalog lists over 
200 other perennials. Writ 


RICHARD’S GARDENS 


Box FG-12D Plainwell, Mich. 





BUELL’S Gloxinias 


and African Violets 


See our color ad on inside front cover 
of October 1956 Flower Grower. 


Write todoy for free new catalog. 


Albert H. Buell, Dept. F-612, Eastford, Conn. 


the seeds belong to one of the resistant 
varieties? Dr. Crosier does it by plac- 
ing month-old seedlings in holes in the 
field on top of a handful of steamed 
wheat grains carrying the wilt fungus. 
By mid-July the fungus has infected 
and caused black spot on susceptible 
plants, whereas DELicious 51 and 
IROQUOIS remain healthy. 

These are but a few of the methods 
by which this seed detective uncovers 
violations of the New York State Seed 
law! 

I trust that my readers will not get 
the impression that all seedsmen are 
out to deceive the gardening public. 
Most of them are thoroughly honest, 
and where an occasional violation ex- 
ists it is usually not due to carelessness 
or deliberate intent to defraud. 

Seeds are unlike manufactured or 
chemical products and hence their 
composition cannot be as easily con- 
trolled. They are living entities, which 
despite their uniform appearance are 
constantly undergoing change. More- 
over their quality is extremely difficult 
to control. Nevertheless American 
gardeners are getting better seeds than 
ever before due to the cooperation be- 
tween seedsmen and the several regu- 
latory and testing agencies.® 


Grow ORCHIDS 


in your home 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 


with growing instructions 


FENNELL ORCHID CO. °°°%,_'! Orchid Jungle 


Homestead, Fla. 











XMAS SPECIAL 


y—for r ance; 
Merry Choleinee—vex begonia; 
Dwarf variegated Holly (Osmanthus) 
English Boxwood 
$2.00 each; choose 3 for $5.00 
Illustrated catalog 10¢ 








LOGEE’S GREENHOUSES, Danielson, Conn. 











California Roses = Best for You 


Announcing our largest and finest rose crop for 1957, and 
the 12th edition of the now famous brochure-catalog, 
“ROSES OF YESTERDAY & TODAY” 1957. 


Contains our first original illustrations in color, by a famous 
lithographer, and many new rose portraits made this past 
summer in our growing fields. 


Please send 50¢ (coin or stamps) to be deducted from 
rose order, and if you're not happy with the investment, 
your money back. 


This is a limited edition. We would like you to have a copy. 
CALIFORNIA ROSES... 
WILL TILLOTSON’S ROSES 


F-1 WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA 


BEST FOR YOU! 
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Make the 
merry Santa 


On our cover 


by MARGARET PERRY 


UR COVER SANTA CLAUS will be 
O a jolly addition to your party 
decorations, and he’s as simple 
to make as ABC. Just follow the in- 


structions given below and stand him 
on your table. 


To make the Santa Claus on the cover 
you will need the materials pictured 
here: Cone-shaped pieces cut from red 
and white cardboard, cotton, tiny Christ- 
mas balls on stems, Le Page’s Glue or 
Miracle Adhesive, and a small stapler. 


Dimensions of the cones are: 5% inches, 
legs; 4 inches, body; 3% inches, arms and 
cap; 3 inches, pack; and 2% inches, face. 
The features are made of red cardboard. 
The eyelashes are fringed. A narrow 
strip of cotton is glued to the bottom 
of each cone-shaped piece. The arms, 
with Christmas balls inserted for hands, 
are stapled to body; next, the pack and 
the legs are stapled to body; finally, 
the body is stapled together. One small 
Christmas ball makes the buckle. A 
bouquet of the smallest balls fills the 
pack, and a tiny one tops the cap. 
Whiskers and hair of cotton complete 
the Santa Claus. 
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OLDS’ fgz#4 SEED BOOK 


RUSTPROOF 
SNAPDRAGON 
GARDEN 


Beautiful 


of 


DWARF SWEET PEA 
Grows only 10” tall; 


aims || WATE 


Mixed colors. 


TOM THUMB FLATS ; FREE CAT. 
ond Vite-Plant Bonds : he Ilastrated In_ Color 
ys Everything For T! 


: The Lily Pool 
POLKA Mixed ZINNIA 
Peppermint Stick 
Zinnias in j size. 


in ‘ 
Blossoms 4” in di- 





ameter, fully double. 
Pkt. 20¢ 


Many more new flowers, vegetables, roses and 
fruits eg in _ colorful 7Oth-yeor 86- 
poge book. SEND FOR YOUR FREE COPY NOW! 

L. L OLDS SEED CO., Dept. 8 Madison 1, Wis. . £—-e Presto _ 








designs. Study and earn your diploma 
at home. Unusual spare or full time 





money waking opportunities or hobby 
book 


DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ; Bend for FREE, booklet —“OPPOR- 


FROM THE PAGES OF THE oy NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
GENERAL STORE ba ty EY 











New Cpring Catalog ready for mailing 
JANUARY 1, 1957 


* 64 pages with over 100 true-to-life color 
illustrations —many never shown before. 
* Exclusive list of our superior MARHIGO 
STRAIN of JAPANESE IRIS including 10 
new introductions for 1957. 
* An expanded list of modern DAYLILIES 
in the widest and newest color range. 
* For the first time we offer in our 
catalog: Oregon-grown ROSES and 
PEONIES — newest hybrids and time- 
tested varieties. 
* Selected LILY, DAHLIA and GLADIOLUS 
bulbs of proven nationwide merit. 
Even if your garden is still winter- %& More of those fabulous DWARF ASTERS, 
bound, feast your eyes on our cato- the darlings of gardeners everywhere. 
Nee Al oie heaiaioes *% Other uncommonly beautiful perennial 
a te plants including PRIMROSES, TRITOMAS 


e and HELLEBORES. 


Receiving ovr catalog has become an event for gardeners everywhere. Send us your 
request and EEE for mailing and handling costs, and you will receive this outstanding 
booklet packed with money-saving collection offers as well as many rare items for the 
connoisseur, If you have ordered from us during the past yeor, you'll receive our 
catalog cutomatically FREE of charge. 


SPECIAL GET-ACQUAINTED OFFER 

4 New Dwarf Oregon-Pacific Perennial Asters 
Something different for edging and foreground-planting. Hardy, 
not bothered by pests and so easy to grow in any soil and sun- 
shine. You'll welcome their vibrant colors during the dull autumn 
days. Height averages 6-12 inches. 
Canterbury Carpet — in vivid Canterbury blue. 
Persian Rose—companion to the above, covered wtih blooms. 
Cameo— shapely plant with opalescent pink flowers. 
Snowball—the best pure white Dwarf Aster to date. 


1 each (4 clumps) all 4 for $3.00 


Widlir Mare Gardens Box 38-- BORING, OREGON 





YEAR'S FINEST CATALOG VALUE 


Send 25¢ TODAY! Dept. FGI26 Sarcoxie, Missour 


America’s Most Wanted 
and Nursery CATALOG 
FREE! 


- Send postcard for your perional opy! 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


1896 E STREET HAMBURG, IOWA 


64 pages of gorgeous natural © 
color —over 1300 varieties! 25 


"8 finest book & your best source of 
Silo brash aes 


Gilbert H Wild & Son 








Americas Favorite Garden Book 


Burpee 


CATALOG 


In gorgeous natural color 
are spectacular creations 
of Burpee plant scientists 
that make gardening much 
more rewarding. Bigger, 
better flowers in lavish 
colors—vegetables vitamin- 
rich, extra delicious. 

SEE IN NATURAL COLOR 

ON FRONT COVER 
THE FABULOUS 


GIANT 


Gloriosa 





DAISIES 


NEW FLOWERS NEVER BEFORE SEEN 
—Available Only in Burpee Seeds 

It took 40 years to perfect these ‘‘tetra hybrids’’—the 
scientists have done what nature never could. So unique 
they’ll amaze everyone who sees your garden! Striking 
harmonies of gold and red, pleasing symmetry of form. 
Giant flowers on extra long strong stems, up to3 ft. tall, grooms 
blooming from early summer till heavy frost. Sohardy uP To 
you can plant as early as sweet peas, so rugged they also 
thrive in hot dry weather. Be first with Gloriosa Daisies! 


Burpee’s Seeds Grow and Are the Best that Grow 


In the big Burpee Seed Catalog you'll find the 
world’s finest zinnias, snapdragons, marigolds, 
new hybrid petunias, and many more outstanding 
flowers created by Burpee. Also famous Burpee 
Hybrid vegetables that are easier to grow, pro- 
duce more food, bear earlier and longer. 

Millions make it their all-season garden guide. 
Over 500 pictures, many in color. A limited quan- 
tity of these free books has been reserved for 
new customers— Write Today! 

r Re ee ee ee ae eee eee SO: SE SD DP Ie Ge a> ay 
iW. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 309 Burpee r) 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, . 


ACROSS 


SPECIAL 
A Gardenful of New and Better Flowers 


AT ALMOST HALF PRICE $ 

$1.75 VALUE FOR ONLY..... 
Giant Gloriosa Daisies Zinnias, Giant Hy- 
New flower of the year! Graceful, fluffy, 
Glorious golden yellow, loveliest of all; radiant 
mahogany, bronze,strik- mixed colors. 25e-Pkt. 
ing bicolors. 25c-Pkt. Jewel Petunias — 
Giant Ruffled Tetra Snap- with hybrid vigor, bril- 
dragons Most popular. liantnewcclors. 25c-Pkt. 
Many new colors in a SweetAlyssum, Snowdrift 
lovely mixture. 25e-Pkt. Tetra,excelsall.25c-Pkt. 
Extra Marigolds, Nearest-to- , 

Extra stems, White To help you find a 
all best ‘ $10,000 marigold. 25¢-Pkt. ! 

Greatest Seed Offer Ever Made by Burpee 


' 
Send Burpee’s 1957 Seed Cetalog with ial 
'[_] $10,000 offer. FREE and postpaid. ned 
Send Greatest Seed Offer ever made by B 3 
‘L] 7 New Flowers 7 ‘value for $1 


. 7 Pkts., $1.75 value for $1. 
(enclose $1 bill at our risk) 


All 7 25e-Packets for $1. . 
BURPEE SEEDS GROW (axe eee 
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Redwoods make 


Christmas trees 


in coastal ranges of northern or 

central California and can spare a 
bit of garden space you can grow your 
Christmas tree and holiday greenery. 
All you need to do is set out a young 
redwood tree, Sequoia sempervirens. 

Here is how to go about it. Buy a 
potted healthy young specimen for in- 
door decorating this Christmas. After 
the holidays, plant the tree outdoors as 
part of your permanent landscaping. 
Select a site which is naturally rich and 
moist. You may have to dig up the 
soil and work in a liberal supply of 
leafmold if you do not have a “natu- 
ral” location for your tree. Mulch 
after planting, for the redwood prefers 
a bit of coolness about its roots. 

Your little tree will grow, and by 
next Christmas can be cut off about 2 
to 3 inches above the ground and 
brought indoors for decorating. Within 
a month or so; shoots will appear on 
the remaining stump—potential new 
trees and greens for Christmases to 
come. If too many shoots appear, cut 
some away, leaving two or three of the 
hardiest. 

Year by year the original stump 
grows hardier; will even supply an 
extra tree or two for a neighbor’s or 
friend’s children. The stump will pro- 
vide a continuous supply of greens for 
many other occasions, too, as its lacy 
and feathery branches are attractive 
for the mantel or table and impart a 
fragrant piney aroma to the room. 

—ERNA CLARK 


I YOU LIVE in southern Oregon or 


PHOTOCRAPH BY ART MILLER 


Christmas is in the air, as a veteran 
grower inspects crop of redwood greens. 
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This Big New 
1957 Nursery BOOK 


SPRING HILL NURSERIES, Dept. 0-16, Tipp 


Holly 


— FREE BOOKLET AND LIST — 
EARLE DILATUSH— Robbinsville 2, N. 3. 




















NEWEST GARDENING SENSATION 


FVERBEARING PEACH 


Fresh Peaches All Summer Long 
Imagine a Peach tree having ripe fruit from 
early summer until late fall. Offered the first 
time this year. Is also a beautiful ornamental 
tree. Hardy. Send today for FREE catalog listing 
over 100 nursery bargains. 

Ackerman Nurseries, 151 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 





SF teers 
yh SEEDS 
WRITE FOR LIST... PLANTS 


+ Box 29-F 
HARROD YS Hie 
OREGON 


EVERYTHING for the Garden 
in veer 's Spring Catalog 


@ Answers all your questions 


@ 3000 different flowers, 500 luxury 
vegetables, latest garden foods, 
chemicals and tools 


@ 276 illustrations in full color 


No other garden catalog now pub- 
lished is so complete as Vaughan’s 
Gardening Illustrated, which for 80 
years has brought amateur and pro- 
fessional gardeners the latest news 








of garden materials and practice. 

‘This beautiful 96-page book illustrates, describes and 
prices the finest flowers, ornamental plants and vegetables 
now available, including exciting new varieties and hard- 
to-find old favorites. 

Also an expert selection of plant foods, pesticides and 
tools useful for good gardening. It tells how to grow or 
use everything listed. 

Everything you buy of Vaughan’s is of professional 
quality. Since 1876 Vaughan’s has supplied florists and 
professional gardeners throughout this country with quality 
bulbs, seeds and plants gathered from all parts of the world. 

You could not buy a book so crammed with this up-to- 
date information so necessary for gardening success, but a 
post card will bring you Vaughan’s 1957 Gardening 
illustrated FREE. 

SPECIAL OFFER — Treasure Chest Zinnias. Pkt. 
(25¢ value) 10c. A new strain of the largest and 
most vividly colored zinnias (giant cactus flowered 
strain) including scarlet, orange and yel- 
low blossoms, quilled or curled petals. 
They will make the brightest display of 
color in your garden. Pkt. (25¢ value) 
with Vaughan’s Cardening Illustrated, 10c. 


VAUGHAN’S SEED STORE 


Dept. 112, 610 W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago 6, fl. 
1 49 Barclay Street, New York 7, N.Y. 
OC) Please send Gardening Illustrated FREE. $ 
| o Enclosed is 10c for pkt. Treasure Chest Zinnias. 4 
Name 
t Address ft 
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Christmas-Rose 


by VICTOR H. RIES 


the Christmas-rose to be new, 

this winter-blooming perennial 
is actually quite old. But with the 
present rather heavy importation of 
plants from Europe, it has once again 
become popular. The Christmas-rose, 
Helleborus niger, is a native of Europe. 
It has been grown in this country for 
many years. 

The Christmas-rose has glistening 
white flowers 2 inches across that ap- 
pear intermittently from early Novem- 
ber until early spring, usually when the 
temperature hovers above 40° for a 
few days. The foliage is evergreen 
and grows from 8 to 10 inches high. 
Although many imported plants that 
are delivered in the fall have difficulty 
getting started, they are extremely 
hardy once established. They can be 
grown in the most northern states. 

Usually more vigorous than the 
Christmas-rose is the spring-blooming 
Lenten rose, Helleborus orientalis. It 
blooms with the snowdrops and winter 
aconites or sometimes a bit earlier. 
The flowers range from white to deep 
plum. The foliage is not quite as ever- 
green as that of the Christmas-rose. In 
spring the new flowers rise above the 
flattened foliage, appearing quite spec- 
tacular for six or eight weeks until the 
new foliage hides it. 

Helleborus will grow in full sun, 
partial shade or shade; however, the 
soil must be well drained and moder- 
ately moist.® 


T HOUGH MANY GARDENERS believe 


JACKSON & PERKINS 


Christmas-rose always provides a thrill 
when its blooms appear through the snow. 


-TEX BRAND NEW 
ROSE 
CATALOG 











TY-TEX ROSE NURSERIES 
FLOWER 


FREE ‘scox 


ee a eee 
3000 eartitorneld end ave, ‘Many rare kinds. 


Yours for the asking. Send a postcard today! 
Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 23 S$. C. 











TO 


HOME OWNERS! 


Exciting Landscape Plans 


Ready now! Color- 
ful, eo illus- 
° 


a catalog for] Why spend a fortune 
lanning Spring on landscaping when 
scaping and next | ir’s acrually easier (and 
year’s garden. Read | pore sari ing) to do 
all about hundreds | j, yourself? Save hun- 
of new perennials, | dreds of dollars with 
ornamental shrubs, | ¢pis big book by a fa- 
vines, roses, bulbs, | mous authority. Gives 
new dwarf fruit trees | exciting PLANS and 
—that can make your NG CHARTS 
home more beauti- | for ranch homes, split 
ful, more valuable. levels, colonials, etc 
See how you Can] how to “frame” your 
SAVE by buying | house with foliage . 
direct from this re- disguise unsightly areas 
-old | |. choose trees, shrubs, 
nursery. Catalog| cic and make them 


FREE with coupon. | thrive! Mail now! 


Dept. FG-12, Dansville, New York 
RUSH me your FREE oorins 1957 COLOR | 
CATLAOG—plus FREE copy of the new 

bazar & LANDSCAPING GUIDE. 








Enclose 56¢ West of Mississippi 


0. qe cee cee eee ee ee oe ee 








PLANT THE 
WORLD’S 
FINEST 


SEND FOR FAMOUS ~~ 
STAR ROSE FREE / 
CATALOG e 
New, better-than-ever 1957 Spring Cata- 
log features Lady Elgin, exciting new 
golden creation; sultry, glamorous 
Sumatra ; new red miniature rose Robin; 
and sensational new climber, Red 
Empress. Latest All-America Rose Selec- 
tions, plus dozens of old favorites— 
shown in full color with detailed descrip- 
tions. Be ready for Spring planting. Order 
from this reliable guide to quality roses. 
Send today! 
EVERY STAR ROSE GUARANTEED TG. BLOOM 
THE CONARD-PYLE CO. 
Our 60th year West Grove 411, Pa. 





Don't Miss ROCKNOLL’S 
yi: SPRING 
CATALOG 


ll find 40 pages of bargains 


alelas bY Ui teKelol ames lolael-1 


of favorites old and 


FREE upon request 






8 pages of............ Hardy Perennials 
6 pages of......... Newer Hardy Mums 
4 pages of..... Bulbs for spring planting 
6 pages of........... Flowering Shrubs 


Other pages of. . . Flowering Trees, Wild 
Flowers, Shade Trees, Hemerocallis, etc. 


ROCKNOLL Nursery, Dept. 15 Morrow, Ohio 
. Get bushels from few plants! 


ALL-HYBRID 


VEGETABLE 
GARDEN 


. better vegetables 
From 








FARMER SEED wxstav 


52 N. 17th Fairbault, Minn. 
























Fountains of Villa d’Este, Tivoli, outside Rome, are typical of formal Italian gardens. 


LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Know Europe's gardens 


by JOHN BRIMER 


France tell me they were dis- 

appointed in the gardens of Ver- 
sailles, or by the Vaux-le-Vicomte and 
the Chateau de Champs gardens. But 
when I explain the logic of these gar- 
dens as part of what Germans call the 
“Zeitgeist”’-—the trend of culture pe- 
culiar to the period—they begin to 
appreciate them. They are surprised to 
learn that the allees of trees clipped as 
far up as possible were used like hedges 
by Le Notre to expand the tiny pat- 
terned formal garden to encompass the 


GS France people who have visited 





Courtyard of Villa Belvedere al Saracino, 
Florence, Italy, is embellished with pot- 
ted azaleas, callas. Rambler rose climb- 
ing wall completes the garden effect. 


entire landscape. And after I’ve shown 
how every vista in the formal garden 
had something beautiful at its end— 
a fountain, a building, a statue or a 
landscape vista—and all the little side 
allees had their peculiar treasures to 
end and complete the view, the same 
traveler usually wants to go back for 
another look. 

Because you will enjoy Europe’s 
great formal gardens more if you un- 
derstand why they are so different 
from our own, it’s a good plan to know 
more about them before you go. 

In Europe, you quickly see how 
much the geography affects its gar- 
dening—not only in the choice of 
plants but in the plan and style of the 
gardens. Because the Italian garden 
needs shade in summer and sun in win- 
ter to a greater degree than the French 
or English garden, its style is different. 
We find sun-drenched parterres and 
breezy garden houses with deeply 
shaded walks. With a hot, dry sum- 
mer to contend with, most Italian gar- 
dens content themselves with spring 
blossoms and settle for potted plants at 
windows or on terraces for summer 
color. Clipped evergreens give pattern 
and richness throughout the year. 

In France, on the other hand, more 
flowers are used for bedding, although 
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The renaissance 
garden of Chateau 
de Villandry, 
France, has formal 
gardens of meticu- 
lously clipped box- 
wood and topiary 
yews set in the par- 
terre. Orange trees 
in 4-foot tubs are 
taken in for winter. 
Formal vegetable 
garden beyond is 
edged with roses. 


not so lavishly as in England and in 
Holland. The architectural quality of 
the French garden and its calm sym- 
metry of design tie it in beautifully 
with the architecture of the buildings. 
Both house and garden reflect a con- 
trolled grace that is both rational and 
logical. 

The Italian and French landscape 
styles are formal, while the English 
is informal and natdral. Since the typi- 
cal garden in Italy is on a hillside, 
stepped-down terraces become a neces- 
sity. Water is used with verve in play- 
fully spurting fountains and cascades. 
If there is a noteworthy view of the 
landscape, it is framed like a picture 
with plantings. Because one looks 
down at lower terraces, patterned 
plantings become important. The vig- 
orous, sometimes bombastic design of 
the parterres, the architectural effect 
of the trained plant material, are typi- 
cal of the Italian garden whether it is 
recent or Renaissance. The garden of 
the Villa d’Este at Tivoli—with its ter- 
races, great cypresses, lavish fountains 
and pools, grottoes and garden houses 
—is the best example of this style. 

Although influenced by the Italian 
Renaissance, the French never copied 
but adapted the style. Their gardens 
are quiet, symmetrically balanced, in- 
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Compton Wynyates, War- 
wickshire, England, resi- 
dence of Marquess of 
Northampton, dates from 
1480. The warm brick of 
this fortified manor house 
contrasts with cool som- 
ber greens of topiary gar- 
den, one of best in 
England. Yew is clipped 
in fantastic and geo- 
metric shapes. Ladies 
with ruffs and farthin- 
gales, birds, a cat chas- 
ing a mouse and other 
charming fantasies are 
placed among box-and- 
ball, pyramid and other 
geometrical shapes. 


In Venice, Italy, canals are bordered 
with vine-covered houses whose balconies 
and windows are lined with potted plants. 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY JOHN BRIMER 


Garden house on terrace of Villa L’Om- 
brellino, Italy, frames view of city and 
Arno valley. Galileo lived here in 1617. 


. Give --- Enjoy --- 
THE UNUSUAL 
IN TROPICAL PLANTS 


Give a LIVING STAR this Christmas. 
Cryptanthus Fosterianus — “Earth 
Star”, the perfect remembrance. Exotic 
rose-maroon leaves with silver-grey hor- 
izontal marking. Ideal for driftwood or 
dish-garden. Pineapple family. $995 
Delivered 3 
4”-6" spread 
Send for NEW COLOR CATALOG 
“The Unusual in Plants” guide 


to tropical house plants. 50c 
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1060 Terrace Bivd., Orlando, Florida 





America’s Most Wanted 


Nursery CATALOG 


FREE! 


\ 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


96 E STREET HAMBURG, IOWA 





i 48 Page FREE 


LAHLIAS “ion 


Offers the choicest in DAHLIADEL 
INTRODUCTIONS and 600 of the 
* Newest and Best in DAHLIAS and 
over 130 of the finest outdoor CHRYSANTHE- 
MUMS. Many are the most recent introduc- 
tions, Standards, Spoons, and the novelty 
Spiders. Catalog with complete Cultural In 
structions. Ready in February. c S 
row * 
Box 24 Potash Fed 
DAHLIADEL ae 
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Sponsored by the Rhode 
island, Massachusetts, 
ichigan 





ies 
Horticultural } E+ 
mye & outstand- 


ing authorities 
and Gerleuse tour 
leaders. 





SS] _ = 
See the famous gran as well as 
the famous yy BA \~ An 5 
visited! Enjoy a leisurely yet thor- 
he, trip, ~Ee, satntly for your 
pleasu 


MEDITERRANEAN 


Led by Mr. Stuart Ortloff, 
landscape architect and seotielbarte. 


Sony. Grecian and Roman 
Italy Rome . 


Temples, 
Florence. Picturesque Swiss- 
Italian District. italian 
French Rivieras, France ... Paris. 
49 > Son. sailing March 21, via 
— Mediterranean route. 
$1280. inclusive. 


WESTERN EUROPE 


Led by Mr. Jobn F. Clark, Secretary 
of the Ontario Horticultural Assn. 


France and Paris in the spring. Hol- 
7 wae ra a2 cs. Eneland 
. “yO 


~ oe estates 
Flower Show. 49d oii 





chelsea 
a usive 


BRITISH ISLES 


Led by Mr. John Burton Brimer, 
renowned garden author and editor. 


England . . . Chelsea Flower Show. 
Ww ag , medieval ew —_ ive- “ 


north and 
Se ae 
ads, 8, 88 
15 Queen E ating Mey 
aif snaheateb. 


thew ap Seve tours of European 
dens may be taken separ- 

aely, or in sequence at 4 sav- 

ing, as they bave been 

to connect with each other. 


HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 


Led by Mr. Pani ys 3 — 
garden editor 


The Garden fe of the hes 

cific. Oahu. Hawaii. Mauai. Ka’ 
Waikiki Beach. Honolulu. Orchid 
gardens. boy ee trees. Private 

estates. 34 flower-filled cays 
sailing May 2, SS Lurline. $1198 
Plus tax, all inclusive. 


THE ORIENT 


Led by Dr. Ernest K. Thomas, Exec. 
Secty., Rhode Island Hort. Soc. 


Flower-filled Hawaiian —e. 





.. » the In ¥ 

exciting Hong Kong. Seattle-Vic- 
toria. the Beuchart tar on % 
days by air, March 30. 

plus tax, all inclusive, 


For complete information, write Dept. FG12 
Jean Berke Travel Service, ~ 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, ee 












finitely graceful and beautifully fin- 
ished. Their fountains are fewer, 
quieter and less exciting than the bois- 
terous baroque water jets in Italian 
gardens. Canals of slowly moving 
water reflect the gracious architecture. 
Here, too, the gardens have surprises, 
such as those at Versailles with their 
side allees and openings into small 
private gardens hidden by hedges or 
walls, 

In the British Isles we find gardens 
akin to our own, for much of our gar- 
den lore has come to us from England. 
The formal influence of the Continent 
was softened until in the eighteenth 
century, the English developed a natu- 
ral style of their own. On the principle 
that nature is never in a straight line, 
they even went so far as to cut down 
a forest and replant a meadow with 
trees grouped informally. 

Their gardens contain natural 
surprises. Around the bend in a ser- 
pentine walk you will find a “natu- 
ral-looking” waterfall or, perhaps, a 
grotto in a hill. 

At the same time, gardeners on the 
Continent were attracted by this new 
style and we see many English-type 
gardens in France, Italy, Germany and 
elsewhere. At Versailles, France, in 
Marie Antoinette’s jardin anglais ad- 
joining the formal Petit Trianon, we 
see groves of trees, sinuous waterways 
and snaky paths in a gentle caricature 
of an English garden. In an Italian 
adaptation of an English landscape at 
Isola Madre, Lake Maggiore, pheas- 
ants, peacocks, parrots and other birds 
live among exotic trees and masses of 
azaleas and other flowering shrubs. 


‘Some parts of the Borghese Gardens 


in Rome also simulate this English 
landscape style. 

On the other hand, we see in Eng- 
land a French-style garden at Chats- 
worth, home of the Duke of Devon- 
shire. Cascades, water panels and 
fountains are in the French manner, 
but the garden is less formal. We view 
the landscape through groves of trees 
instead of allees. And in the “Italian” 
garden at Harewood House, the curves 
in the parterre plantings are more 
gradual than the bold, sweeping volutes 
of those in Italy. 

Most continental countries make full 
use of their tiny garden space, particu- 
larly Switzerland, Belgium and Hol- 
land. Every Italian vegetable patch 
must raise at least one crop of vege- 
tables and sometimes as many as three 
in a season; yet somewhere in it you 
will always find a handful of flowers. 
A farmhouse may have grape vines 
twisting up its walls, but it will have 
wisteria too. Wherever you go in 
Europe you'll see how much more 
they use their house and garden walls 
than we do in America. You'll see 
fruit trees, shrubs and trees espaliered 








WALDOR crcenuouses 





101 Models Under $500 
Prices as LOW as $239 


101 Waldor Aluminum Green- 
house models for less than $500 
—7 less than $300. WALDOR 
Greenhouse gardening is easier; 
a relaxing, year ‘round hobby or 
family project. Something to 
show friends! Extra income, too. 
All styles, sizes, for home or 
commercial growers. Prefabri- 
cated, simply erected, extended 
with only wrench and screw- 
driver. No rot, no rust, no paint- 
ing. 10-yr Guarantee. 


Send 25¢ NEW 4-color CATALOG 


WALDOR 
GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1412 Salem, Mass. 





FOR CHRISTMAS GIVE 
Cattleya Orchids, bloSming size, in clay pots, fresh os- 
munda. DECEMBER and JANUARY SPECIAL, our 
selection, blooming size, $5.00; White Cattleya, $6.50. 


Growing instructions included. All are named and labelled 
varieties. Shipped Express, F.0.B. 

For small presents; 50 Bermuda Buttercup Oxalis or 30 
Grand Duchess Oxalis, $1.00 postpaid. Achmienes, 30 for 


$1.00. Californians add 4% sales tax. 


CECIL HOUDYSHEL petite, cant. 








A gift of FLOWER GROWER 
is an ideal year-round gift 

















Osmunda Cinnamonea (Cinnamon Fern) 
HARDY FERNS 
AND WILDFLOWERS 
suitable for shady locations. 
Hardy Perennials and Rock Plants. 
Catalog Free On Request. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS 
Oakford, Illinois 
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or just trained flat against the walls. 
Vines and other plants which take up 
little space grow beside the walls, con- 
tributing to the garden effect. Venice 
is a city of window sill gardens. Here 
you see a wealth of box trees, spruce 
trees, vines and potted plants. The 
canals as well as the colorful palaces 
are gay with the greenery. 

Holland, the home of spring-flower- 
ing bulbs, is doubly blessed, for this 
“money crop” is also a beautiful one. 
The fields of blossoming flowers and 
the great estates, which are opened in 
spring, are unforgettable sights. Dur- 
ing the growing season, you'll find little 
corners of beauty at every turn of the 
road or canal. 

Few of us would want a garden as 
ornate and as difficult to maintain as, 
for example, that of Chateau de Vil- 
landry in the Loire Valley of France. 
But if you look at the acres of parterre 
planted with carefully clipped ever- 
greens trained into myriad fantastic 
patterns, the rose arbors at intersec- 
tions of the major paths, the long ave- 
nues of pleached trees, and the infinite 
variety of horticultural embellishment 
along the upper terrace as a work of 
art, you may very likely feel that this 
garden alone was worth the trip. 

Sometimes your most treasured 
memories will come from little scenes 
along the road—glimpses through a 
bus or train window that catch the 
flavor of the country. You will see 
oranges and lemons growing on the 
terraced hillsides around Amalfi in 
Italy, where rush mats on frames pro- 
tect the fruit from the fierce summer 
sun, the orchards floored by succession 
crops of vegetables in the few precious 
feet of soil. You will enjoy the iris 
blooming against the incredible Flor- 
entine sky, the acres of espaliered fruit 
orchards north of Bologna, the wattled 
living fences beside European roads. 
Along the Loire River in France, you'll 
see neatly tended gardens of small 
homes where roses bloom on iron 
fences and espaliered fruit trees grace 
the roadside walls. You can drink in 
the beauties of the English landscape, 
the pocket-handkerchief patches of 
garden in front of the Cotswold cot- 
tages, the flash of color against the 
grey of ancient stones, the brave plant- 
ings which seek to soften the rawness 
of new homes, which replace bombed 
out structures. 

Whether you go to Europe by your- 
self or join a garden tour where the 
leader can point out these 14-carat 
sights, you will find much to enjoy in 
the lovely European gardens. I'd 
recommend that you see as many of 
the great gardens as possible and fit in 
as many of the smaller ones as time 
permits. When you return home, you 
will see your own garden with a fresh 
vision and a new enthusiasm.@ 
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Pictures, in gorgeous natural color, roses of every type... 
Hybrid Teas, Grandifloras, Floribundas, Tree roses, Climbers. The 
latest prize winners and time tested favorites, each accurately and 
authoritatively described by world-famous rosarians. Never before 
have you seen such a superb selection of fine roses. Page after page 
shows how to make your garden more beautiful than you'd ever 
thought possible. 


Special money-saving offers in this brand new ‘Book of Better 
Roses"’ enable you to buy the best for less. And _ 


remember, every bush you order is guar- 


anteed to grow and bloom. 


Send now for your free copy of this 
valuable book, the supply is limited. Fill out 
and mail the handy coupon. Do it now, today! 


ARMSTRONG 
NURSERIES 










MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY ! 


ARMSTRONG NURSERIES 

417 N. Euclid Avenue 

Ontario, California 
Piease send at once my free copy of your 
new 1957 “Book of Better Roses” catalog. 


NAME 








city______.20NE_sTaTe 
SEB SSS SSESZESSB SESS 
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EW Wasyside Gardens a 


This — 
is spring 
garden 


] es 
ti 
Here it is . . . Wayside’s new 1957 
Catalog .. . to start you on your 
spring planning with a real flourish. 
It has everything you could possibly 
want or need for a more exciting gar- 
den. Imagine . . . over 1800 worthwhile 


items of fabulous beauty and traditional 
Wayside quality. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


our copy, please enclose 50¢, coin or stamps, to cover postage and handling costs of 
Lo ath em fe has no equal. Join the thousands of gardeners who rely on Wayside’s 
colorful catalog as their most complete source of ideas and the finest worthwhile new intro- 
ductions. Almost 200 pages, with hundreds of true-color egy mre and ‘ae 
ful cultural directions. Over 1800 prize- winning new roses, flowering shrubs 
and trees, rare bulbs and hardy ““Pedigreed” plants, that have been grown and 

rigidly tested in America’s most carefully supervised nursery. 


79 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO 
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The Sure, Easy Way to 


Better Atriegn Violets 


Including 
Philodendron 
Monstera 
Flame Violet 
Anthurium 
Wax Begonia 
Rex Begonia 
Cyclamen 
Ivies 
Kalanchoe 
Poinsettia 
Crown of Thorns 
Gardenias 


Use the Plant Food That Makes Patience Plant 


Ferns 
Indoor Plants Grow Best! Kangaroo Vine 

Produces such vigorous plants, masses of colorful blooms and__i. Dracaena 
rich, healthy foliage you won’t believe your own eyes when you Orchids 
see the results. There’s no better plant food than RA-PID-GRO. PM ove gp 

Used by florists and home-gardeners alike for many years, P : 
it’s the standard by which all other plant foods are judged. So 
easy to use because it dissolves instantly, leaves no residue and 
doesn’t burn plants. Contains all elements, vitamins and hor- 
mones house plants need. Dissolve RA-PID-GRO in water, 1 tea- 
spoon to 2 quarts, then water or syringe plants as usual. Forget 
past failures — enjoy amazing results with RA-PID-GRO! 

6 oz. 50c; % Ib. 69c; 1 Ib. $1.25; 2 Ibs. $2.35 
RA-PID-GRO CORP., Dansville, N. Y. 


[RAGED CR 


Get RA-PID-GRO from Your Garden Dept. or Nurseryman NOW 





Light up an 
outdoor tree 


ARGE OR SMALL, an evergreen 
L tree is a time-honored symbol 
of Christmas. Regardless of 
whether it is a pine, fir, spruce, hem- 
lock, cedar, yew, cypress or araucaria, 
it qualifies for display at the holiday 
season. Plant-lovers may be preju- 
diced, but for them a lighted tree out- 
shines all other outdoor decorations. 
Trees may be effectively lighted with 
string lights, floodlights or a combina- 
tion of both. Here are four ways to 
string lights: 

For a formal effect they can be 
strung on wires in tepee fashion up 
and down the tree, or the lights may be 
secured to a spiral wire which winds its 
way along the outer portion of the 
tree, ascending from the*bottom to the 
top. For an informal effect, the lights 
may be strung in scallops or waves 
from the tips of the branches, or the 
lights may be scattered at random. 

Research people at General Electric 
note that green accents the natural 
foliage color, while red and yellow 
tend to wash it out. They go on to say 
that the order of brightness of lamps 
is white, orange, red, green and blue, 
and if all colors are used on one tree, 
roughly twice as many blue and green 
bulbs as others are needed to have 
a good color effect plus brightness. 

One-color lighting is dramatic, but 
a distinctive effect can be achieved by 
adding just a few bulbs of another 
color for accent. White accents on an 
all-blue tree is a breath-taking example. 
While red or orange lamps alone tend 
to make foliage look unnatural, it can 
be remedied by adding floodlighting in 
blue or green. White floodlighting on 
a tree with all green or all blue bulbs 
will define its shape more clearly. 

Floodlighting is also dramatic, espe- 
cially if your tree can be silhouetted 
against a building, a large board or 
canvas stretched over a frame. A va- 
riety of color and shadow effects may 
be obtained. 

The night sky may be the best back- 
ground for your tree. Merely peg 
floodlights into the ground on either 
side of it and direct the light up into 
the branches for a snow-like effect. 
If you want to point up the natural 
color of a blue spruce, shine mercury 
lamps on it. Colored filters clipped to 
floodlights pointed at a group of ever- 
greens will make your front lawn look 
like an import from Santa Claus 
land.—J. R. R. 
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WHO DOES THE GARDENING IN YOUR FAMILY? 


VERYONE KNOWS THAT TIMES ARE CHANGING, that 
the ways people live are different today. Your 
editor doesn’t have a long grey beard, but even 

he can remember driving a brown gelding and the crack 
of runners over snowy country roads as a shiny cutter, 
complete with nickel sleigh bells, was used for sporty 
transportation. But nowadays, they say, things are dif- 
ferent. The automobile has split up the family; home 
isn’t what it used to be. 

Hmmmmm. Is that so! Well, we put on our best 
pair of glasses for making a social study, and we took 
a good look around. We even made a survey. 

Since you, readers of FLOWER GROWER, were the 
subjects of the survey, we thought you’d like to know 
about yourselves! Here are some highlights . . . mixed 
in with observations. 

Perhaps you have heard that since World War II an 
awful lot of new houses have been built . . . that home 
ownership has gone up so that more than half of all 
U.S. families own their own homes. Why, sounds like 
the good old days when grandfather had that sleigh in 
winter and a surrey for summer! Indeed . . . well the 
FLOWER GROWER survey—and very scientific it was— 
shows that more than 90 per cent of our readers own 
their own homes. 

That’s a record . . . for any magazine in the world! 
Just thought you’d like to know that. 

But as for old Dobbin . . . a slightly higher per- 
centage of FLOWER GROWER readers (91.7) own an 
automobile. In fact, 2642 per cent own two cars 
(maybe that’s better than having both a sleigh anda 
surrey). One in ten families who read your Home 
Garden Magazine owns a station wagon (modern 
combination of surrey, buckboard, and farm wagon). 
But evidently our readers don’t use their cars the way 
critics of modern life sometimes think . . . to go to bars, 
race tracks, and such-like. 

Because look what FLOWER GROWER families are 
doing with their spare time: more than half have a 
vegetable garden . . . average size 50 feet by 50 feet. 
No wonder so many, 21 per cent, already own a power 
tiller or garden tractor. 
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Roses are the tops in popularity . . . but our readers 
are not just one-crop gardeners. We like to say, and 
our survey proves it, that “FLOweR GROWER readers 
garden from daffodils to chrysanthemums” . . . outdoors, 
all the seasons. Count in the growing of house plants, 
winter pruning, the gardening activities of Southern and 
West Coast folks, and some of those enjoyable garden 
pastimes such as ordering from the catalogs and plan- 
ning the garden even while the snow is on the ground, 
and of course it’s a 365-days-a-year activity. 

All this keeps our readers home, except when they're 
using the station wagon to bring back evergreens, bags 
of plant foods, a new garden hose, and a pair of lopping 
shears from the garden store! 

And who is doing the gardening? Those spring dig- 
ging jobs . . . 70 per cent by the men. Planting and 
transplanting . . . 50 per cent of the men, 69 per cent 
of the women. Spraying and dusting . . . half and half. 
Same with watering the lawn, or pruning trees and 
shrubs. Planning the garden, or buying plants and 
supplies? This is done by half the men and a somewhat 
larger percentage of the women. 

Our readers, who obviously believe in the slogan 
“We love our home,” are doing things together. There’s 
a word for this . . . togetherness. One of our friends 
in the magazine world, McCall's, makes a big point 
of togetherness, and they’re right. It is the new spirit in 
American living. Thank you, McCall's, for a good word 
to describe a very wonderful thing that is happening in 
America. And thank you, readers of FLOWER GROWER, 
for being the kind of families that have made the Ameri- 
can home a so much bigger thing . . . by adding the out- 
doors to it. Gardening—and of course that includes out- 
door living—is something the social scientists could well 
take a good look at. 

I suppose to discover that the American family is 
getting more old-fashioned as it gets more modern is 
an appropriate discovery at Christmas time. At any 
rate, to our big family of readers-gardeners—to our big 
do-it-ourselves-together family—this is the season to 
say, “Merry Christmas and a Happy Gardening Year!” 

—JoHN R. WHITING 
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China-berry and hemlock cones were used to make these trees. 
The materials were attached to cone-shaped cardboard forms 
and the “trunks” fastened into different kinds of containers. 











Trees with a festive air 


grow magically under your hands. These are no 

ordinary trees cultivated in soil. They develop in 
deft fingers, like dream trees, out of a hatful of cones, a 
pocketful of pods, or a box of dried flowers collected along 
roadsides, at the seashore, in the mountains—even in your 
own back yard. 

These artful trees can replace flower arrangements in 
your living room, hall, patio or lanai. There is even a 
dainty pink strawflower tree for a little girl’s room or 
your bedroom. : 

Some trees are made on flat or cone-shaped forms of 
wire or cardboard set up on wood dowel supports. Some 
are glued together or worked over Plastico Rok; others 
are fastened with invisible wires. All make permanent 
designs that will serve again and again for many years. 

The base or pot in which to stand your tree needs con- 
sideration. Shape, size, texture and color are important 
to the balance, interest and unity of the whole design. 
Container lines should complement those of the tree, and 
the size of the container and tree should be in good 
proportion. 


B‘ TREES, LITTLE TREES, and all sizes in between can 







Eleanor Van Rensselaer’s forthcoming book, 



























_ To help you make the most of your 
garden materials when you decorate for 
Christmas, here is an excerpt from 


“Decorating with Pods and Cones.” 
Do 


Contrast in texture is important, too. A smooth-surfaced 
pot or one with an allover pattern directs attention to a 
tree made of a variety of dried materials. A simple pot 
does not detract from an elaborate tree, and a decorated 
pot enhances a tree of simple form and texture. When 
tree and container are the same color, supply interest by 
contrasting textures—a smooth pot with a tree of rough- 
textured pods, or a rough-surfaced pot with a tree of 
smooth cones. 

Pots for small and miniature trees can be chunks of 
driftwood, blocks of wood, sections of large candles, small 
baskets or woven tumbler holders, boxes or jars covered 
with strips of woven fibers or reeds, rubber tips ordinarily 
used for canes or chair legs, corks or bottle tops. To make 
more elaborate containers, cover boxes or small metal pie 
pans with seeds or conifer scales, attaching them with 
Plastico Rok. 

A variety of trunks can be fashioned to support decora- 
tive trees. Rectangular or square-finished dowels of all 
sizes, or concave molding or coving can be found at lumber 
yards. If you wish, you can use handles from discarded 
brooms or brushes. A coating of seeds applied with 
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Create a miniature forest of trees by using single cones. 
The “trunks” of the trees are attached to square-shaped bases. 


The three-dimensional effect of the wall tree is achieved 
by curving wire frame out from the wall. Small cones are 
placed at top, gradually increasing in size to the base. 
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Plastico Rok or glue gives a barklike effect. Straight 
tree branches or interestingly colored stalks, such as 
those of dock and thistles, make excellent trunks. Di- 
ameter and length of trunk are determined after the tree 
body is completed. For the best over-all effect of your 
design, you must decide how much of the trunk should 
show beneath the base of the tree. Shorten a trunk that 
seems too long. Extend one that is too short by stuffing 
soft paper into the point of the tree so the paper, rather 
than the tree itself, rests on the trunk. 

To make tree trunks firm, fill containers to within 
an inch of the rim with modeling clay, plaster of Paris 
or Plastico Rok mixed with pebbles. While the surface 
is still soft, press into it small rocks, ground glass, natu- 
ral or colored sand, moss, or seeds. Or, if you like, you 
can melt a colored candle and pour it over the top. 

A cone-shaped tree is built around a wire or card- 
board frame, cut after a paper pattern which you make 
first. 

For a slender tree, start with a square of paper, the 
height of the tree equal to one side of the square. 
Select one corner of the square as the point of a fan 
pattern and cut the circular base from left to right 
corners, measuring the height evenly from the point of 
the fan. Then roll the pattern into shape and trim ex- 
cess from one side, leaving overlap. 

A cardboard frame can be concealed by plant ma- 
terial embedded in Plastico Rok. There is much satis- 
faction in perfect detail, so I usually line the inside of 
frames part way up. For this choose bark, moss, or 

Pussywillow buds, left, and plane-tree puff balls, right, make decorative paper to harmonize with the tree material. 
trees of “fur” on cone-shaped frames made of cardboard. The wire frame may be covered with pods attached to 


The “trunks” are fastened in bases of pottery of contrasting wires, or some of the frame may be left uncovered for a 
color and texture, with stones added, for most interesting effect. special decorative effect. If you plan to [SEE PAGE 72] 





————————————— 


Trees of copper mesh with spiraling strands of deodar 
roses and sweet gum balls are very effective for parties. 


<@ Lodge-pole cone and strawflower tree, left, and soap-bark 
(quillaja) pods are used on cardboard frame, at the right. 











Row upon row of various types of 
cones are fastened to cardboard base. 
An interesting effect is obtained by 
using different cones for each row. 


For redwood tree, cones are wired to 
petal-shaped hardware cloth frames 
slipped over a dowel trunk. Moss or 
lichens add color between the cones. 








4 fiorist’s window of gift plants—flaming with splashes 
of scarlet, starred with clusters of coral—who can 
resist such festive plants when seeking just the right 
Christmas gift? Shown above are some traditional 
Christmas favorites plus a few chosen especially 


for the windowsill gardener. They can be obtained 
from most florist shops and garden centers and 
also from the larger five-and-dime stores and super- 
markets. Reading from left to right are: front row, 
the gaily-fruited Christmas pepper plant, coral- 























PHOTOGRAPH FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ARTHUR HEITZMAN; 
PLANTS FROM JULIUS ROEHRS AND BOBBINK & ATKINS 


clustered kalanchoe, rex begonia and African-violet; 
second row, ghost tree ivy, cyclamen and azalea; back 
row, white poinsettia, Philodendron pertusum, Jeru- 
salem cherry, Norfolk-Island-pine and the always 
lovely Christmas begonia. 


Gift plants 


for Christmas 


by F. F. ROCKWELL and ESTHER C. GRAYSON 


enjoyable, for they brighten winter rooms with living 

beauty. If thoughtfully selected, a plant will give pleasure 
for a long time. Too many Christmas plants, i:owever, are not 
selected wisely and die in a week or two. Their failure may be 
due to neglect or to the fact that they are suddenly thrust into 
rooms that are too warm or too cool, too dark or too sunny, or 
else lack the necessary humidity. 

But if you know the tastes of your friend, and the environ- 
mental conditions of the room in which your gift plant will be 
displayed, there is no reason why you cannot choose just the 
right plant for him—one which will give weeks—possibly even 
years—of pleasure. 

A cool room is desired for the vast majority of house plants, 
which are grown commercially in cool greenhouses. Naturally 
they would be unable to adjust to being suddenly thrust into 
an overheated room. Forewarned is forearmed, however; the 
following plants cannot be expected to survive at temperatures 
as high as 75° to 80°. 

A large cyclamen in full bloom is probably the most breath- 
taking of Christmas plants. The lovely pink, rose or white blos- 
soms are gracefully poised above handsome, rounded leaves; the 
whole plant has an air of perfection. But let its owner leave it at 
70° to 80° for a night and forget to water it for a day or two and 
see what a drastic change occurs: drooping stems, limp foliage 
and wilted flowers—a state from which it seldom recovers com- 
pletely. Keep cyclamens cool—they love a cool 45°—and well- 
watered, if you would keep them healthy. 

The gardenia is another lovely but temperamental gift plant. 
Whoever saw a handsomer plant than a large gardenia, its fra- 
grant, waxen blossoms nestled among glossy, deep-green foliage? 
Select a gardenia only for the friend who has two green thumbs. 
Tell her to keep the plant at no warmer than 60° at night and 
65° by day.. The soil should be constantly moist but never 
water-logged. 

Lady-slipper orchids, also called cypripediums, are less showy 
than the above, but far sturdier and easier to care for. Florists 
use their tender yellow and green flowers for corsages and also 
sell them as potted plants. Our plants, which have been growing 
in a north window for six years, come into bloom between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. The blossoms remain in excellent 
condition for five to six weeks. Cypripediums like a cool tem- 
perature of 55° to 65° and regular, moderate watering; they 
should be divided when the pots become crowded. 

If a Christmas begonia tempts you because it looks so beautiful. 
its masses of showy flowers all but hiding the foliage, remember 
that it is a badly behaved house plant. Give it only to one with 
a cool greenhouse or conservatory. This also [SEE PAGE 63] 


QO F ALL CHRISTMAS GIFTS, growing plants are among the most 
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Candles, a few evergreen sprays, 
some carnations, a figurine or two 
these are ingredients for 


3 Christmas arrangements 


TATSUO ISHIMOTO 


ERE are three holiday arrangements that should please 
H you no matter what kind of an arranger you are. 
FLOWER GROWER knows that once the Christmas 
season arrives, no one has time to spend all day on a single 
decoration for a mantel, buffet or dining table (places for 
which these three arrangements are especially suited), so 
we looked for ideas that could be done fairly quickly— 
and in between making cone trees, wrapping gifts and what- 
have-you. While the rules that make for good taste in any 
creative endeavor still hold—and these three decorations 
violate none of them—certainly Christmas is one time when 
everyone, including beginners and experienced, old and 
young, and men as well as women (it happens that all 
decorations shown here were created by men) can let the 
spirit of the season dictate the results rather than the 
usual do’s and don’t’s associated with today’s arrangements. 
So, even if you’ve never made any kind of an arrangement 
before, get in on the fun, letting one of our three gentle- 

men’s efforts be your initial inspiration. 
—MARJORIE P. JOHNSON 


Below: Look what you can do with a few pine sprays, candles 
and a dozen or more carnations and only two chrysanthemums. 
Reginald Conroy, who designed this arrangement, used a 
Madonna as the dominant figurine, but important, too, are the 
little angels, each playing a different musical instrument. An 
arrangement like this could well be the one and only center- 
piece for table or buffet during the entire holiday season. 
Candles and flowers can be changed as necessary, while the 
evergreen base should remain fresh for days. An arrangement 
like this will be easy to put together if you set a block of Styro- 
foam (now generally available from mail-order sources special- 
izing in flower arrangers’ supplies, as well as five-and-ten and 
other department stores) in any low bowl or tray filled with 
water. Candles, evergreens and flower stems can then all be 
inserted in the Styrofoam. 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 

Above: Don’t try to light these candles! 
Candles they are, but only through the 
courtesy of the botanist who first gave 
them the name of candelilla. Tatsuo Ishi- 
moto, a Californian, has relied on dried 
materials for this buffet or mantel deco- 
ration, but has added Christmas tree 
ornaments to carry out the holiday theme. 
For a base he has covered a rectangle of 
plywood with shiny gift wrap or foil. 
The dried materials used, in addition to 
the dominant candelilla, are Kashmir 
thistles and desert curls, all dyed in bright 
holiday colors. You, of course, can make 
a similar arrangement, using dried ma- 
terials indigenous to your region. Even 
slender pieces of driftwood, bleached 
white, could be used in place of the 
candelilla (euphorbia) or substitute true 
candles. All of the materials can be 
anchored to the base with floral clay 
so they won't tip over. 
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ROBERT H. RUCKER 


As moving as Silent, Night, Holy Night is Robert Rucker’s 
beautiful arrangement of Madonna with evergreens and candles. 
Mr. Rucker, who is a landscape architect as well as arranger 
in Norman, Oklahoma, used Styrofoam for a base. The 
Madonna was removed before the evergreens and candles were 
sprayed with plastic snow so that she would stand out by con- 
trast in texture. 





OLD TOOLS... 


Garden tools of yesterday 


by ALBERT E. LOWNES 


shed you probably take pride in the thought that 

you have the very latest things. Brother, it isn’t true! 
Most of our garden tools follow ancient patterns. Your 
new tools may have been forged by the thousands in 
modern factories, whereas the old-time gardener made his 
own or got them from the local blacksmith, but basically 
they haven’t changed in centuries. Probably you have only 
three gadgets that your great-great-grandfather wouldn’t 
recognize. 

He wouldn’t have had a hose. That wouldn't have 
bothered him, because he didn’t have running water in his 
own home. He made out very wel! with a watering pot or, 
if he wanted to cover a larger area, he used hand pumps set 
in tubs of water. Thomas Hyll, who wrote the first English 
garden book, showed pictures of them in 1577. Larger 
gardens had irrigation ditches—an idea that goes back to 
the Garden of Eden with its four streams of living water. 
The Egyptian wall painting that is one of the oldest of 
garden pictures proves that irrigation was well developed 
thousands of years ago. 

Your old-time gardener didn’t have insect sprays, yet 
he wasn’t wholly defenseless against vermin. He trapped 
rats, mice and moles, and he scared away birds with scare- 
crows and noisemakers, but insects frequently baffled him. 
He banded his fruit trees with strips of leather and with 


‘ $ YOU LOOK OVER THE SHINING TOOLS in your tool 


sticky preparations. Knowing that certain plants were 
poisonous or distasteful to insects, he used bugbane and 
other herbs, but chiefly he depended upon imprecations 
and magical incantations. I doubt if they did much good. 
Without a microscope he couldn’t understand the rusts and 
smuts that beset his plants. He recognized that wheat 
suffered in regions where barberry bushes abounded and 
that cedar trees spoiled the quality of his apples, but he 
had no idea why this was so. It was just an old wives’ 
tale and, like much folklore, it had a basis in experience. 

Finally, he had no lawn mower. He didn’t need one, 
however, because he didn’t have a lawn. He carpeted a few 
small “green plots” with camomile and other low-growing 
herbs, but lawns as we know them had to wait for the in- 
vention of the lawn mower in the nineteenth century. 
(See FLowerR Grower, April 1956.) One of the earliest 
references to a lawn, in a garden book of 1777, solemnly 
states that a lawn must have a minimum area of fifty acres! 
Lawns were kept in trim with scythes and grazing sheep. 
Old-time garden paths were paved with bricks or flagstones 
or they were made of gravel, chalk or ground-up bricks. 

With these three exceptions, most of our garden tools 
are hundreds of years old and nearly every writer of garden 
books describes and illustrates those that he believed 
would be most useful. Some men had favorite tools. John 
Evelyn, the English diarist, in 1693 recommended the im- 
proved pruning knives sold “at Mrs. Gillyflowers a Toy- 
Shop, next to the Kings Bench in Westminster-Hall, the 
Corner-Shop.” Possibly that is the earliest advertisement 
of garden tools. Not long ago I found an old pruning- 
knife on a Rhode Island farm that was made exactly like 
Mrs. Gillyflower’s. 

Master Fitzherbert, who wrote the earliest English book 
on husbandry—first printed in 1523—+tells us that tools 
should be made and repaired during the winter “bytwene 
Mighelmasse and Martylmasse.” 

“When the husband sytteth by the fyre, and hath 
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nothynge to do,” he writes in English little removed from 
Chaucer’s, “then may he make them redy, and to the rakes 
with dry wethy wode, and bore the holes with his wymble 
bothe above and under, and dryve the tethe upwarde fast 
and harde and then wedge them above with drye wode 
of oke, for that is harde & wyll drive & never come out.” 

Until a few years ago rakes were made by hand just 
that way. I bought a new one from the New Hampshire 
craftsman who fashioned it. It would have pleased John 
Fitzherbert, for it was made exactly as he described it 
more than four hundred years before and, as he promised, 
my rake, wedged with oak, has never lost a tooth. 

Although many earlier writers devoted chapters to tools, 
the first book on the subject did not appear until 1632, 
when Peter Lauremberg brought out his Apparatus Plan- 
tarius. This was written in Latin, as most scholarly books 
were at that time, but his illustrations, some of which are 
reproduced here, show many of our common tools. The 
majority are so much like ours that they need no explana- 
tion, but it is surprising to find “hot caps” made of straw 
and slatted seedling frames. Other devices that seem as- 
tonishingly up to date are his pruning clippers on a pole 
and his use of raffia for tying tall plants to stakes. I imagine 
that his scarecrow with its fluttering feathers and tinkling 
bells was quite as effective as most of ours. -Lauremberg 
tells us that the tool at left makes a neat row of holes for 
planting peas and beans. 

Lauremberg didn’t know all the tools, of course. In 
1633 the Italian, Giovanni Battista Ferrari, for example, 
illustrated an ingenious metal cylinder for transplanting 
difficult plants without disturbing their roots, and a specially 
designed box for carrying cut flowers safely. Ferrari gave 
instructions for making elaborate flower arrangements and 
illustrated a number of special containers for the purpose 
—but that is another story. Enough has been said to show 
that gardening is an age-old craft and that for the gardener 
there is little new under the sun.® 







NEW TOOLS... 






A preview of 


1957 equipment 


by WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


and so will the equipment used to take 
care of them. The preview glimpse I had 
of the new garden equipment at the National 
Hardware Show was almost like viewing new 
models of automobiles—pastel colors, stream- 
lined designs, easier operation and more for your 
money. 

The National Hardware Show is the traditional 
“first showing” of garden equipment for the com- 
ing season. This year the show was held at New 
York’s new Coliseum, and I might add that the 
Lawn, Garden and Outdoor Living Division of 
the show was the largest display of garden equip- 
ment and supplies that I have ever seen in one 
place. I talked with many manufacturers from 
all over the country and saw their new machines. 
Here are a few of the things you can expect to 
find at your garden supply dealers next spring. 

Power equipment, of course, has made great 
strides. Starting the engine has been one of the 
main difficulties encountered by most gardeners, 
but the new engines will be easier to start. Taking 
their cue from the automobile industry, manufac- 
turers have installed knobs in the small engines 
which can be turned for the correct setting of the 
throttle and choke to start, idle and stop the en- 
gine. The knobs are all on top in plain view. This 
is so much easier than reaching under the engine 
to find a choke lever when starting, or risking a 
shock when shorting out the spark plug to stop. 
I noticed this on both two- and four-cycle engines. 

For the actual “oomph” needed to get the 
engine spinning, some mower manufacturers offer 
a choice of methods: rope starting (you twist the 
rope to start the engine); recoil starting (the rope 
returns automatically); or battery electric start- 
ing. The last works just like your automobile— 
you push a button, and a battery operates a small 
electric motor which spins the engine. 

The latest—and fourth—way to start the engine 
is with an electric motor operated by your house 
current. Many people have outside electric outlets. 
With this new method, you wheel the mower— 
or tractor—over to the outlet, plug it in and push 
the button. Once the engine has started, pull out 
the electric cord and you are on your way. 

I also noticed a new manual means for starting. 
This is with a foot lever attached to a recoil rope . 
starter. You push down with your foot and this 
pulls the rope. You naturally have more power 
in your foot than in your arms, especially when 
you are so off-balance as you are when starting a 
small engine. You'll find this kick starter on some 
models of the Mow-Master [SEE Pace 61] 


H*=« GARDENS IN 1957 will be colorful— 
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A modern church 
in an inspiring setting 


Sparkling new or with the patina of age, our churches deserve 


attractive landscaping. This handsome planting was done 


cooperatively by a congregation in Vero Beach, Florida 


by HAROLD B. SMITH 


ers link the out-of-doors to the handsome interior 

of the First Presbyterian Church of Vero Beach, 
Florida. Like the organization and building of the church 
itself, the planting was accomplished through the enthusi- 
astic cooperation of the congregation. 

The planting was designed and carried out by an officer 
of the church who has- worked for thirty years with 
Florida’s flowers and shrubs. After his plan was made, a 
list of needed plants was published in the church bulletin, 
and most of them were donated by members, many plants 
being transplanted from their own gardens. 

Handsome during the day, the plantings are especially 
attractive at night because Harold E. Wagoner, the famous 
church architect of Philadelphia who designed the building, 
provided floodlighting for them as well as the tower. 

Voted the most outstanding small church to be erected 
in America in 1955 by the bureau of architecture of the 
National Council of Churches and the Church Architectural 
Guild of America, it has been estimated that during the 
tourist season immediately following its completion at least 
2000 photographs were taken of the church by out-of-state 
visitors. The building has been pictured in church publi- 
cations of all denominations as well as general magazines. 
It is truly “the church that stops traffic.” Not only does 
the unique design of the building attract attention, but so 
does the landscaping—the great royal palms and the un- 
usual planters on the south and east sides. 

The architect writes of the planting: “I have told many 
people of the fact that I believed a great proportion of the 
ultimate effect which has been achieved at the Vero Beach 
Presbyterian Church has been obtained through the very 
generous and skillful use of planting. Certainly this church 
would not have attained the charm which I feel it has 
without the lush entourage. I hope other clients will put 
forth an extra effort in integrating their planting with the 
church proper and in seeing to it that it is sufficiently 
planned and of quantity to really aid the effect. So much 
church planting iooks sparse and anemic, and it is often 
of an evergreen variety which becomes coated with dust. 
There is a spontaneity and a friendliness about the planting 
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B EAUTIFUL SHRUBS AND FLOWERS in architectural plant- 


at this church which I greatly admire. I certainly want to 
compliment the responsible parties.” 

In 1953 a church of their own was only a dream of a few 
Presbyterian families of Vero Beach, but with an increasing 
number of winter residents arriving each year, the small 
group had the encouragement and support of the National 
Board of Missions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 
establishing a church. Officially organized in February 
1954, with 111 charter members, services were held in the 
Woman’s Club, and by October a triangular site of about 
three acres bordered by stately royal palms was purchased. 
It is an ideal location for a church, at a point where the 
highway divides as it crosses the causeway from the beach. 
The building was completed on June 17, 1955, and the first 
service was held two days later. 

The exterior of the building is of concrete block and 
stucco. On the inside, blond mahogany wood, concealed 
lighting, rose-tinted terrazzo floors are among the notable 
features. The plantings, viewed through the large glass win- 
dows of the church, are really breath-taking. 

In devising the landscape design, off-street parking for 
150 cars was provided and the inspiring royal palms were 
carefully protected during construction. The lawn was 
sprigged with zoysia after the installation of a sprinkler 
system with its artesian well donated by one of the 
members. 

The three large planters adjoining the cloister have as 
background: shrubs orange jessamine (Murraea exotica), 
acalypha, calico plant (Phyllanthus calycinus), hibiscus and 
podocarpus, with the smaller vitex, wax-leaf jasmine, pigmy 
date palm, zamia-fern and Florida heather (cuphea) in the 
foreground. 

Between these planters and in the planter that juts out 
around the tower are large star-jasmine (Trachelospermum 
jasminoides), and, in addition, there are a bottle-bush 
(melaleuca), podocarpus and an areca palm at the point 
of the planter. 

The outdoor planter at the window which lights the 
narthex contains red geraniums, Malpighia coccigera, a 
compact form of Asparagus Sprengeri and philodendron, 
while the indoor extension of this planter [SEE Pace 61} 
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by PEGGY JACKSON PETERMANN 


HRISTMAS GIVING is a pleasure for 
( gardeners—especially when they 
are buying gifts for their garden- 
ing friends. It would not be a real 
Christmas without at least one informa- 
tion-packed garden book under the tree 
for those long and dreary days of winter 
when action must give way to planning 
—to pleasant garden dreaming. 
Some of the finest gardens are created 
during these months when outdoor ac- 


AFRICAN-VIOLETS 


* AN EASY GUIDE TO AFRICAN- 
VIOLETS, by William L. Meachem. 
Published in June 1956, 64 pages, 
illustrated, indexed. Excerpted in 
FLOWER GROWER in October 1956 
issue. $1.95. Hearthside Press. 

ARRANGING AFRICAN VIOLETS 
FOR HOME DECORATION by Emily 
Stuebing. 116 pages, indexed, illus. 
$2.95. . Hearthside. 

HOW TO GROW AFRICAN VIOLETS 
by Carolyn K. Rector. 62 pages, in- 
dexed, illus. $1.50. Lane. 


ALL GARDENERS: GENERAL 


BACKGROUND TO BEE KEEPING by 
Allan C. Waine. Transatlantic Arts. 
CHRISTMAS TREES, DECORATIONS 
AND ORNAMENTS by Irma Chris- 
man. 96 pages, indexed. Paperbound, 
$1.00; hardbound, $2.50. Hearthside. 

CLOCHE CULTIVATION by G. B. 
Walkden. Transatlantic Arts. 

COMPOST FOR GARDEN PLOT OR 
THOUSAND-ACRE FARM by F. H. 
Billington and Ben Easey. 104 pages, 
indexed. $2.00. Branford. 

ENGLISHMAN’S FLORA, THE, by 
Geoffrey Grigson. 478 pages, illus., 
indexed. $20.00. Macmillan. 

FRUITS AND FLOWERS by Pierre- 
Joseph Redoute. Ed. by Eva Manner- 
ing. Illus. $7.50. Crown. 

HARNESSING THE EARTHWORM by 
Thomas J. Barrett. Revised edition. 
166 pages, illus. $2.75. Bruce Hum- 
phries. 

GARDENING IN CITIES by Margot 
Eates. $4.50. Transatlantic Arts. 
GROUND COVER PLANTS by Donald 
Wyman. 175 pages, indexed, illus. 

$4.75. Macmillan. 

HOBBY GARDENER’S GUIDE by 
Men’s Garden Club of Salem. 112 
pages, illus. Paperback. $1.00. Men’s 
Garden Club of Salem, Ore. 


* Starred titles are those that were ex- 
cerpted in FLOWER GROWER in 1956. 
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tivity is curtailed, for then mistakes of 
the past year are recognized, new ideas 
are formulated and new information is 
stored away in preparation for spring. 

Some people say that a gardener is as 
good as the books he reads. Maybe that 
is going too far, for practice helps, too, 
of course. But all of us recognize the 
value of the proven “know-how” of the 
world’s leading garden writers. 

That is why FLOWER GROWER gives 


HOW TO BUILD PATIO ROOFS (A 
Sunset Book). 153 photographs, 101 
drawings. 96 pages, $1.50. Lane. 

* THE KITCHEN GARDEN BOOK, 
by Stringfellow Barr and Stella 
Standard. $4.95. Published Febru- 
ary 1956. - Excerpted in FLOWER 
GROWER March, April and May 
1956 issues. Viking Press. 

ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
DICTIONARY OF GARDENING, 
THE. Patrick M. Synge, Editor. 
$10.00. Oxford University Press. 

SEE HOW TO GARDEN by C. E. Pear- 
son. 600 photographs. $5.00. (Pub- 
lished by Ward, Lock & Co., England) 
Frederick Warne. 

SOIL STERILIZATION by W. J. C. 
Lawrence. 171 pages, indexed, illus. 
$4.25. Macmillan. 

* WHAT’S NEW IN GARDENING, 
by P. P. Pirone. Published 1956, 
256 pages, indexed, illustrated, 
$3.50. Excerpted in FLOWER 
Grower in April 1956 issue. Han- 
over House, Inc., New York. 


BOTANY 


GLOSSARY OF THE BRITISH FLORA 
(BOTANY) by H. Gilbert-Carter. 87 
pages. $3.00. Cambridge University. 

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH FLORA 
(BOTANY) by H. Godwin. 410 pages, 
200 diagrams and tables in line, 30 
plates. $16.50. Cambridge University. 

PLANTS AND ANIMALS, BOOK I OF 
A NEW 2-BOOK COURSE (BOT- 
ANY) by M. A. Grigg. 216 pages, 
102 line drawings. $1.50. Cambridge 
University. 


CACTI AND SUCCULENTS 


CACTI AND SUCCULENTS by Law- 
rence W. Cahill and Peter J. Panting. 
(Foyles Handbooks.) 102 pages, illus. 
Paperback. British. 65¢. Dover. 

CACTUS GUIDE by Ladislaus Cutak. 
144 pages, indexed, illus. $3.95. Van 
Nostrand. 





you each year a compiete list of all of 
the new books, plus a selected list of 
worthwhile books of other years. 
Through the pages of this issue, you 
may browse at leisure, selecting just 
the right book for that gardening friend 
or neighbor—always remembering, of 
course, to shop for yourself. 

Ask for them at your favorite book 
store, or order directly from publishers, 
whose addresses are given on page 60. 


CULTIVATION OF SUCCULENTS, 
THE, by H. Jacobsen; translated by 
Vera Higgins. $2.50. John de Graff. 

HOW TO MAKE CACTI FLOWER by 
Edgar Lamb. 80 pages, illus. $1.95. 
Pitman. 

ILLUSTRATED REFERENCE ON 
CACTI AND OTHER SUCCULENTS, 
THE, by Edgar Lamb. 311 pages. 
illus., indexed. $10.00. Pitman. 

SUCCULENT PLANTS by H. Jacobsen: 
translated by Vera Higgins. $9.50. 
John de Graff. 


CALENDARS 


AROUND THE GARDEN CALENDAR 
by Dorothy H. Jenkins. $1.00. New 
York Times. 

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT CALEN- 
DAR 1957, THE, by Helen Van Pelt 
Wilson. 112 pages, photographs. $1.25. 
Barrows. 

HOME AND GARDEN CALENDAR 
1957. $1.00. Hearthside. 


FIRESIDE READING 


AUTUMN ACROSS AMERICA by Ed- 
win Way Teale. $5.75. Dodd, Mead. 

GREEN YEAR, THE, by Barbara Web- 
ster. Drawings by Edward Shenton. 
270 pages. $3.75. Norton. 

IN MY GARDEN by Roy Hay. Trans- 
atlantic Arts. 

LIBERTY HYDE BAILEY by Philip 
Dorf. 258 pages, indexed. $3.50. 
Cornell University Press. 





American Garden Guild 
Selection for December 


e The selection for this month is 
Pioneer American Gardening, com- 
piled by Elvenia Slosson. It is 
a garden tour of our nation from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. 














(rardeners 


LIVIA’S GARDEN ROOM AT PRIMA 
PORTA by Mabel M. Gabriel. 55 
pages; 36 plates of ancient landscape 
murals. $12.00. New York Univer- 
sity Press. 

MEN AND GARDENS by Nan Fair- 
brother. 271 pages, illus. $5.00. 
Knopf. 

PASTURES NEW by Clifton Lisle. 241 
pages, indexed. $3.50. Farrar, Straus 
& Cudahy. 


FLOWER ARRANGING 


AN EASY GUIDE TO COLOR FOR 
FLOWER ARRANGERS by Margaret 
Dodson. 54 pages, indexed, illustrated. 
$2.50. Hearthside. 

CHINESE FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
by H. L. Li. 122 pages, 20 b. & w. 
plates, 10 line drawings. $4.00. Hed- 
era House. 

FLORAL DESIGNS AND DRIFT 
WOOD by Florence M. Schaffer. 100 
pages, illus. $3.00. Schaffer. 

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT ON A 
SMALL INCOME by Miles Hadfield. 
128 pages, illus., indexed. 75¢. (Pub. 
by Hutchinson, London.). SportShelf. 

FLOWER SHOW THEMES AND 
CLASSES by Dorothy Biddle. 56 
pages, indexed. $1.95. Hearthside. 

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR by Joy 
Fleming. 107 pages, illus. with color. 
$1.25. (Pub. by World Books Ltd.) 
SportShelf. 

FLOWERS FOR THE OCCASION by 
Joy Fleming. 107 pages, illus. with 
color. $6.25. (Pub. by World Books 
Ltd.) SportShelf. 

FOLIAGE ARRANGEMENTS by Emma 
Cyphers. 128 pages, illus., 66 ar- 
rangements. $3.50. Hearthside. 

GIVING AND GETTING AWARDS 
FOR FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS 
by Emma Hodkinson Cyphers. 56 
pages, indexed. $1.95. Hearthside. 

HANDBOOK OF FLORAL ART, A 
COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE AR- 
RANGING OF WIRED FLOWERS 
by Lwis Farrall. 122 pages, indexed, 
illus. $3.00. Pitman. . 

HANDBOOK ON FLOWER AR- 
RANGEMENT—a special printing of 
“Plants and Gardens,” Vol. II, No. 3. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

HOW TO MAKE CUT FLOWERS 
LAST by Victoria R. Kasperski. 192 
pages, line drawings. $2.95. Barrows. 

* MAGIC WORLD OF FLOWER 
ARRANGING, THE, by Myra J. 
Brooks with Mary Alice and John 
P. Roche. Published October 1956, 
$10. Excerpted in FLOWER GROWER 
in November 1956 issue. Barrows. 





PARTY FLOWERS by Constance Spry. 
80 pages, 42 illus., 19 in full color. 
$2.95. Crowell. 

STEPPING STONES TO JAPANESE 
FLORAL ART by Rachel E. Carr. 
109 pages, illus. $5.00. Perkins & 
Hutchins. 

STUDIO BOOK OF FLOWERS AND 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS, THE. 
244 pages, 158 illus., 55 in full color. 
$10.00. Crowell. 


FRUIT GROWING 


FRUIT YEAR BOOK, 1956, THE. 132 
pages, indexed, illus. Editors: P. M. 
Synge and Lanning Roper. $1.65. 
Royal Horticultural Society of Lon- 
don. 

PRUNING OF FRUIT TREES, THE, 
by Paul Champagnat; translated and 
edited by N. B. Bagenal. 166 pages, 
illus. $2.95. John de Graff. 


GARDEN FLOWERS 


A TO Z ON FUCHSIAS, $3.00. Cali- 
fornia Natl. Fuchsia Society. 
BEDDING PLANTS by Roy Genders. 
190 pages, indexed. $3.50. Branford. 
CARNATIONS FOR EVERYMAN by 
Montagu C. Allwood. 143 pages, in- 
dexed. $2.00. Branford. 
CARNATIONS, PINKS AND ALL 
DIANTHUS by Montagu C. Allwood. 
353 pages, indexed, illus. b. & w. and 
color. $6.50. Branford. 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS FOR EVERY- 
ONE by Fred W. Loads. (Foyles 
Handbooks.) 86 pages, indexed, illus. 
Paperback. British. 65¢. Dover. 
DAHLIA GROWING by T. R. H. Lebar. 
(Foyles Handbooks.) 70 pages, illus. 
Paperback. British. 65¢. Dover. 
FLOWERS AND THEIR HISTORIES 
by Alice M. Coates. 347 pages, in- 
dexed, illus. $7.95. Pitman. 
FLOWERS IN COLOUR by A. G. L. 
Hellyer. Transatlantic Arts. 


e FLower Grower will send free 
of charge to garden club officers 
copies of three booklets: 

Books for Gardeners, a list of 
1955 titles, plus worthwhile basic 
books of other years. 

Books for Gardeners, a list of 
1956 titles, plus good books of other 
years. 





Flower Grower’s 
shopping list of 1956 
gardening books for 
Christmas gifts .. . 


GLADIOLUS FOR GARDEN AND EX- 
HIBITION by D. Gourlay Thomas. 
Transatlantic Arts. 

HERBACEOUS BORDERS by A. G. L. 
Hellyer. Transatlantic Arts. 

HEMEROCALLIS JOURNAL, THE, 
1956 YEARBOOK ISSUE. 206 pages, 
illus. The American Hemerocallis So- 
ciety. 

LILIES AND THEIR CULTIVATION 
by M. E. Leeburn. (Foyles Hand- 
books.) 99 pages, indexed, illus. 
Paperback. British. 65¢. Dover. 

LILY YEAR BOOK, 1956, THE. About 
$2.25. Royal Horticultural Society of 
London. 

NATIONAL CHRYSANTHEMUM SO- 
CIETY HANDBOOK No. 3, GUIDE 
TO JUDGE AND EXHIBITOR, 1956, 
by Mrs. Douglas Marshall and Mrs. 
John C. Bayles. 40 pages. $1.00. Na- 
tional Chrysanthemum Society. 

PINKS, CULTIVATION & SELECTION 
by F. R. McQuown. 176 pages, in- 
dexed. $3.00. Branford. 


GREENHOUSE GARDENING 


COMPLETE BOOK OF GREENHOUSE 
GARDENING, THE, by Henry T. 
and Rebecca Northen. Illus. $6.50. 
Ronald Press. 

GARDENING IN A SMALL GREEN- 
HOUSE by Mary Noble and J. L. 
Merkel. 256 pages, illus. $4.95. Van 
Nostrand. 

GREENHOUSE GARDENING 
AROUND THE YEAR by Marion 
Dulles. 195 pages, indexed, illus. $3.75. 
Macmillan. 

UNHEATED GREENHOUSE, THE, by 
D. Goold-Adams. Transatlantic Arts. 


HOUSE PLANTS 


GERANIUMS (PELARGONIUMS) FOR 
WINDOWS AND GARDENS by 
Helen Van Pelt Wilson. 256 pages, 7 
color plates, 15 b. & w. photographs, 


Please Turn Page 


Films for Gardeners, a selection 
of motion pictures on gardening 
available to garden clubs and groups. 

To receive copies of the above- 
mentioned pamphlets write: FLOWER 
Grower, Dept. Garden Club Aids, 
2049 Grand Central Terminal Build- 
ing, New York 17, New York. 

—P. Jj. P. 
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23 full-page drawings. $4.50. Barrows. 
GROW THEM INDOORS by Allen H. 
Wood Jr. Illus. $3.00. Branford. 
HOUSE PLANTS UNUSUAL: THEIR 
CARE AND CULTURE by Allen H. 
Wood, Jr. Illus. $3.00. Branford. 
HOW TO GROW BETTER HOUSE 
PLANTS by Esther C. Grayson. $1.00. 
Hydroponic Chemical Company. 
INDOOR GARDENING ON A SMALL 
INCOME by Violet Stevenson. i28 
pages, indexed, illus. 75¢. (Published 
by Hutchinson, London.) SportShelf. 
INDOOR PLANT GROWING by Stan- 
ley B. Whitehead. (Foyles Hand- 
books.) 194 pages, indexed, illus. 
Paperback. British. 65¢. Dover. 


LANDSCAPING, TREES, SHRUBS 


AMERICAN TREES by Rutherford 
Platt. 256 pages, 200 line drawings, 
67 photographs, 21 in color. $3.50. 
Dodd, Mead. 

* ART OF HOME LANDSCAPING, 
THE, by Garrett Eckbo. Published 
April 1956, $5.95, 288 pages. 
Excerpted in FLOWER GROWER in 
September 1956 issue. Dodge. 

CAMELLIAS. Loose leaf, 37 color 
plates, $10.00. Bound book, 108 color 
pages, $15.00. Gerbing. 

COMMON EXOTIC TREES OF SOUTH 
FLORIDA by Mary F. Barrett. 414 
pages, illus. $8.50. Univ. of Florida. 

COMPLETE BOOK OF GARDEN AND 
OUTDOOR LIGHTING, THE, by 
Bernard Gladstone. 120 pages, in- 
dexed. $2.95. Hearthside. 

ENGLISH FLOWER GARDEN, THE, 
by William Robinson. 16th edition of 
book first published in 1883. $6.75. 
Essential Books. 

GARDENING ON A SMALL INCOME 
by Miles Hadfield. 128 pages, illus., in- 
dexed. 75¢. (Published by Hutchinson, 
London.) SportShelf. 

* GUIDE TO HOME LANDSCAP- 
ING, A, by Donald J. Bushey. Pub- 
lished February 1956, 288 pages, 
indexed, illustrated, $4.95. Ex- 
cerpted in May 1956 issue. Mc- 
Graw-Hill. 

JAPANESE GARDENS by Tatsui. 98 
pages, illus. $1.75. Perkins & Hutch- 


ins. 

LANDSCAPING FOR WESTERN LIV- 
ING (A Sunset Book) by Editors of 
Sunset Magazine. 192 pages, indexed. 
$2.00. Lane. 

ORNAMENTAL TREES, AN ILLUS- 
TRATED GUIDE TO THEIR SE- 
LECTION AND CARE by Evelyn 
Maino and Frances Howard. 223 
pages, indexed. $3.75. University of 
California Press. 

RHODODENDRONS, 1956. Edited by 
J. Harold Clarke. 231 pages, indexed, 
illus. $4.25. American Rhododendron 
Society. 

RHODODENDRON AND CAMELLIA 
YEAR BOOK, 1956, THE. Editors: 
N. K. Gould, Lanning Roper and P. 
M. Sygne. Color and b. & w. illus. 
Royal Horticultural Society of London. 

SHRUBS FOR AMATEURS by W. J. 
Bean. Transatlantic Arts. 

TREASURY OF AMERICAN GAR- 
DENS by James M. Fitch and F. F. 





Rockwell. 176 pages, 250 photographs, 
100 in color. $12.50. Harper. 


LAWNS 


COMPLETE BOOK OF GARDENING 
AND LAWN CARE, THE, by Will 
Peigelbeck. 143 pages. 75¢. Maco 
Publications. 

* THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
LAWNS, by F. F. Rockwell and 
Esther Grayson. Published 1956, 
190 pages, indexed, illustrated in 
black and white and in color. $3.95. 
Excerpted in FLOWER GROWER in 
August 1956 issue. The American 
Garden Guild and Doubleday. 

COMPLETE BOOK OF GARDENING 
AND LAWN CARE, THE, by Will 
Peigelbeck. $2.95. Random House. 

LAWNS AND LANDSCAPING by 
Thomas H. Everett. 144 pages, 273 
photos, 30 drawings. $2.00. Arco. 


MUSHROOMS 


COMMON EDIBLE MUSHROOMS by 
Clyde M. Christensen. Illus. $2.50. 
University of Minnesota Press. 

GROWING MUSHROOMS by Roy 
Genders. Transatlantic Arts. 

MUSHROOM GROWING TODAY by 
F. C. Atkins. 200 pages, indexed, illus. 
$4.50. Macmillan. 


FOR NATURALISTS 


HIDDEN LIFE OF FLOWERS, THE, 
by J. M. Guilcher. 103 photogravure 
illus. $4.75. Philosophical Library. 

INSECTS IN THEIR WORLD, written 
and illustrated by Su Zan N. Swain. 
53 pages, indexed. $2.50. Garden 
City Books. 

NATURE OF LIVING THINGS, THE, 
by C. Brooke Worth and Robert K. 
Enders. Ilius. 35¢. New American 
Library. 

NATURE’S WONDERS IN FULL 
COLOR. Ed. by Charles L. Sherman; 
intro. by Robert S. Lemmon. Prep. in 
cooperation with Am. Audubon Soc. 
252 pages, indexed. $7.50. Hanover. 

WEB OF LIFE, THE, by John H. Storer. 
Illus. 35¢. New American Library. 

WORLD OF PLANT LIFE, THE, by 
Clarence J. Hylander. Revised edition. 
653 pages, indexed, illus. $8.95. Mac- 
millan. 


ORCHIDS 


ABC OF ORCHID GROWING by John 
V. Watkins. 190 pages, indexed, illus. 
Reference table. $3.50. Prentice-Hall. 

ORCHIDS FOR HOME AND GAR- 
DEN by T. A. Fennell, Jr. Intro. by 
Philip Wylie. 114 pages, indexed, illus. 
with color plates, sketches and charts. 
$2.95. Rinehart. 

ORCHID GROWING by John W. Blow- 
ers. (Foyles Handbooks.) 94 pages, 
indexed, illus. Paperback. British. 
65¢. Dover. 


PLANT BREEDING AND 
PROPAGATION 


NEW SHORT CUTS IN PLANT 


FLOWER GROWER 






























































BREEDING by Gertrude H. Ascher. 
Ascher Co. 

PLANT PROPAGATION by A. G. L. 
Hellyer. $2.00. Transatlantic Arts. 

PLANT PROPAGATION AND GAR- 
DEN PRACTICE by R. C. M. Wright. 
192 pages, over 100 photographs. 
$4.50. Criterion. 


PESTS AND DISEASES 


GARDENER’S BUG BOOK, THE, by 
Cynthia Westcott. Revised edition. 
579 pages, indexed, illus. $7.50. 
American Garden Guild and Double- 
day. ° 

INSECT PESTS OF FARM, GARDEN, 
AND ORCHARD by Leonard M. 
Peairs and Ralph H. Davidson. Re- 
vised edition, 44th year. 661 pages. 
$8.50. Wiley. 

PLANT DISEASES IN ORCHARD, 
NURSERY AND GARDEN CROPS 
by Gram and Weber. $18.50. Philo- 
sophical Library. 


REGIONAL GARDENS 


FLOWER GROWING IN THE NORTH 
by George E. Luxton and Grandma. 
$3.95. University of Minnesota Press. 

SOUTHWEST GARDENING by Mrs. 
George L. Doolittle and Harriett Tie- 
bohl. $4.50. University of New Mex- 
ico Press. 


ROSES 


AMERICAN ROSE ANNUAL 1956. 
Edited by Fred J. Nisbet with assist- 
ance of Margaret E. Harbaugh. 259 
pages. American Rose Society. 

COMPLETE BOOK OF ROSES, THE, 
by Dorothy H. Jenkins. 114 pages. 
Paperback, illus. 35¢. Bantam Books. 

GARDEN ROSES by Stanley B. White- 
head (Foyles Handbooks.) 96 pages, 
indexed, illus. Paperback. British. 
65¢. Dover. 

GUIDE TO ROSES, THE, by Bertram 
Park. 288 pages, 64 color plates, 16 
black & white illus.; bibliography, in- 
dexed. $5.95. Van Nostrand. 

MRS. FOOTE’S ROSE BOOK by Harriet 
Risley Foote. Illus. $3.00. Branford. 

MY FRIEND THE ROSE by Francis E. 
Lester. New ed., first published in 
1799. 104 pages, 17 illus. by Mary 
Lawrence. $3.25. McFarland. — 





OLD SHRUB ROSES, THE, by Graham 
Stuart Thomas. Illus., indexed. $6.50. 
Branford. 

ROSES FOR EVERY GARDEN by R. 
C. Allen. Rev. Ed. 218 pages, indexed, 
color plates and line drawings. $4.50. 
Barrows. 


SPECIAL GARDENS 


ART OF GROWING MINIATURE 
TREES, PLANTS AND _ LAND- 
SCAPES, THE, by Tatsuo Ishimoto. 
144 pages, illus. $3.95. Crown. 

HERBS: HOW TO GROW THEM AND 
HOW TO USE THEM by Helen Noyes 
Webster. $3.00. Branford. 

JAPANESE AND MINIATURE GAR- 
DENS by Leslie Woollard. (Foyles 
Handbooks.) 95 pages, illus. Paper- 
back. British. 65¢. Dover. 

ROCK GARDENING by Roy Genders. 
(Foyles Handbooks.) 114 pages, in- 
dexed, illus. Paperback. British. 65¢. 
Dover. 

WINDOW BOX GARDENING by 
Henry Teuscher. 180 pages, indexed, 
illus. $3.95. Macmillan. 


WILD FLOWERS 


BOOK OF WILD FLOWERS, A, by Elsa 
Felsko. 160 color plates by Elsa Fel- 
sko; preface by C. D. Darlington. 
$8.50. Yoseloff. 

BRITAIN’S WILD LARDER-FUNGI by 
Clare Loewenfeld. Transatlantic Arts. 

FIELD GUIDE TO THE FERNS AND 
THEIR RELATED FAMILIES, A, by 
Boughton Cobb. 280 pages, indexed, 
illus. $3.75. Houghton-Mifflin. 

MOUNTAIN FLOWERS by John Raven 
and Max Walters. 240 pages, illus. 
$5.00. Macmillan. 

WILD FLOWERS OF AMERICA. Ed. 
by H. W. Rickett. Illus. $5.95. Crown. 


YOUNG GARDENERS 


FIRST BOOK OF GARDENING, THE, 
by Virginia Kirkus. 69 pages, indexed. 
Illus. by Helen Carter. $1.95. Frank- 
lin Watts. 

WONDERS OF SEEDS, THE, by Alfred 

. Stefferud; illus. by Shirley Briggs. 118 
pages, indexed. $2.75. Harcourt. 


Please Turn Page 





Dec. 4-6, Mexico City, Mexico— 
Christmas Show, Mexico City 
Garden Club and Flower Ar- 
rangement Club, Hotel Del 
Prado. 

Dec. 8-9, El Dorado, Kansas—Sec- 
ond Annual Christmas Greens 
Show, El Dorado Garden Club, 
4-H Building, 200 N. Griffith 
Street. 

Dec. 10-14, Philadelphia, Pa.— 
Annual Christmas Decoration 
Show, Pennsylvania Horticul- 
tural Society, 389 Suburban Sta- 
tion Building, 1617 Pennsylvania 
Boulevard. 

Dec. 11, Farmingdale, N. Y.—An- 





Garden Events Coming in December 


nual Meeting, Long Island Hor- 
ticultural Society. 

Dec. 12, Glen Head, L. L, N. ¥.— 
Annual Meeting, North Shore 
Horticultural Society, American 
Legion Hall. 

Dec. 12, Kirkland, Wash.—Third 
Annual Holiday Show, East Side 
Garden Club of Kirkland, Kirk- 
land Woman's Club House. 

Dec. 19, New York, N. ¥.—Christ- 
mas Show, The Horticultural So- 
ciety of New York, Essex House. 


Since dates are subject to change, we suggest 
you check with clubs or societies before 


be received at least three months in advance. 
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“TREASURY OF 


American Gardens 


By JAMES M. FITCH 
and F. F. ROCKWELL 
From New England, the Atlan- 


tic seaboard, Midwest, desert, 
swamplands, Pacific coast and 
Hawaii—106 gardens, including 
rdens under pine, rock gar- 
ens, water lan pes, terraces 

—gathered together into a bi 

book as abundant and beautif 
as the wonders its expert authors 
depict and describe. 10% x 13%”. 
$12.50 


HARPER & BROTHERS, N. Y. 16 

































A guide to 
beautiful gardens 
in northern climates 





















Home gardeners living in regions of 
very cold winters and short growing 
seasons will welcome this invaluable 
month-by-month garden guide. Based 
on George Luxton’s popular columns 
in the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune, 
it contains special information on win- 
ter protection of plants and on grow- 
ing seedlings indoors for summer 
transplanting. Also included are many 
of the delightful “Grandma sayings,” 
homely bits of garden lore stemming 
from the author’s recollections of his 
own grandmother, which are as intrigu- 
ing and useful today as they were a 
generation or two ago. 

























































FLOWER GROWING 
IN THE NORTH 


By George E. Luxton 


$3.95 at your bookstore, or from 
Tue University or Minnesota Press 
Minneapolis 14, Minn. 
















Good Garden Books of Other Years 


ANNUALS 


COMPLETE BOOK OF ANNUALS, 
THE, by F. F. Rockwell and Esther 
Grayson. 315 pages, 93 photographs 
with 29 in full color. $5.95. Double- 
day and American Garden Guild. 


AZALEAS AND CAMELLIAS 
RHODODENDRONS 


AZALEAS, KINDS AND CULTURE by 
H. Harold Hume. 200 pages, illus. 
$6.50. Macmillan. 

CAMELLIAS, KINDS AND CULTURE 
by H. Harold Hume. 271 pages, illus. 
$6.50. Macmillan. 

WINTER-HARDY AZALEAS AND 
RHODODENDRONS by _ Clement 
Gray Bowers. $3.00. Horticulture’s 
Book Department. 


BASIC BOOKS 


CONCISE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FA- 
VORITE FLOWERS, THE, by Mar- 
jorie P. Johnson. 8 pages of color 
photographs, 106 black and white illus. 
$3.95. Doubleday and American Gar- 
den Guild. 

HORTUS SECOND (A Concise Diction- 
ary of Gardening and General Horti- 
culture) compiled by L. H. Bailey and 
Ethel Zoe Bailey. 778 pages. $12.50. 
Macmillan. 

MANUAL OF BOTANY, THE, by Asa 
Gray. 8th edition, revised by Merritt 
Lyndon Fernald. $9.75. The Ameri- 
can Book Co. 

MANUAL OF CULTIVATED PLANTS 
by L. H. Bailey. (Revised Edition 
1954.) 1116 pages, illus. $18.50. Mac- 
millan. 

STANDARD CYCLOPEDIA OF HOR- 
TICULTURE by L. H. Bailey. 3,637 
pages, illus. $52.00. Macmillan. 


BULBS 


AMERICAN GARDENER’S BOOK OF 
BULBS, THE, by T. H. Everett. $5.95. 
Random House. 

BULBS FOR BEAUTY by Charles H. 
Mueller. Illus. $3.50. M. Barrows. 
COMPLETE BOOK OF BULBS, THE, 
by F. F. Rockwell and Esther Grayson. 
31 color photographs and more than 
100 halftones and diagrams. $5.95. 
Doubleday & American Garden Guild. 


DAYLILIES 


DAYLILIES AND HOW TO GROW 
THEM by Ben Arthur Davis. $3.50. 
Tupper and Love. 


FLOWER ARRANGING 


COMPLETE BOOK OF FLOWER AR- 
RANGING, THE, by F. F. Rockwell 
and Esther Grayson. 89 reproductions 
in full color and more than 100 half- 
tones and diagrams. $4.95. Double- 
day and American Garden Guild. 
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE’ AR- 
RANGEMENTS by Emma H. Cy- 
phers. 128 pages, 100 photographs, 3 
color plates. $3.50. Hearthside. 


GENERAL GARDENING 


AMERICA’S GARDEN BvuOK by 
James Bush-Brown and Louise Bush- 
Brown. $4.50. Charles Scribner's. 

COMPLETE GUIDE TC) GARDEN 
MAKING, A, by Mcntague Free. 
Illus. $4.95. Harcourt Brace. 

HOLLAND’S HANDBOOK FOR 
SOUTHERN GARDENERS by Ben 
Arthur Davis. Illus. $3.00. Farrar, 
Straus & Cudahy. 


GERANIUMS 


GERANIUMS FOR HOME AND GAR- 
DEN by Helen K. Krauss. 194 pages, 
33 b. & w. photographs. $4.75. Mac- 
millan. 


GREENHOUSE GARDENING 


THE NEW GREENHOUSE GARDEN- 
ING FOR EVERYONE by Ernest 
Chabot. Illus. $4.75. Barrows. 


HOLLIES 


HOLLIES by H. Harold Hume. 242 
pages, illus. $6.75. Macmillan. 


HOUSE PLANTS 


ALL ABOUT AFRICAN VIOLETS by 
Montague Free. Illus. $3.50. Double- 
day and American Garden Guild. 

ALL ABOUT HOUSE PLANTS by 
Montague Free. Illus. $3.95. Double- 
day and American Garden Guild. 

COMPLETE BOOK OF AFRICAN VIO- 
LETS, THE, by Helen Van Pelt Wil- 
son. Illus. $2.95. Barrows. 

ORCHIDS AS HOUSE PLANTS by Re- 
becca T. Northen. 120 pages, 33 line 
sketches. $3.50. Van Nostrand. An 
American Garden Guild selection. 


IRIS FOR EVERY GARDEN by Sidney 
B. Mitchell. Illus. $3.50. M. Barrows. 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN— 
TREES & SHRUBS 


GARDEN DESIGN ILLUSTRATED by 
John A. and Carol L. Grant. 174 
pages. Illus. $5.75. University of 
Washington Press. 

GARDENS ARE FOR PEOPLE by 
Thomas D. Church. 256 pages, 600 
illus., 20 in full color. $10.00. Rein- 
hold. 

HOW TO BEAUTIFY AND IMPROVE 
YOUR HOME GROUND by Henry 
B. Aul. $3.50. Sheridan House. 

HOW TO LANDSCAPE YOUR OWN 
HOME by Robert S. Malkin. 432 
pages, illus. $4.95. Harper & Brothers. 





HOW TO PLANT YOUR HOME 
GROUND by Henry B. Aul. Illus. 
$3.50. Sheridan House. 

LANDSCAPE FOR LIVING by Garrett 
Eckbo. 288 pages, 300 illus. $10.00. 
Dodge. 

LANDSCAPING YOUR OWN HOME 
by Alice L. Dustan. 248 pages, illus. 
$3.95. Macmillan. 

MAINTENANCE OF SHADE AND 
ORNAMENTAL TREES by P. P. 
Pirone. $8.00. Oxford University 
Press. 

PRUNING TREES AND SHRUBS by 
Ephraim Porter Felt. 238 pages, illus. 
$3.00. Orange Judd. 

SHRUBS AND TREES FOR THE 
SMALL PLACE by P. J. Van Melle. 
246 pages. Illus. $3.00. Doubleday 
and American Garden Guild. 

SHRUBS AND VINES FOR AMERI- 
CAN GARDENS by Donald Wyman. 
442 pages. Illus. $7.50. Macmillan. 

TREES FOR AMERICAN GARDENS 
by Donald Wyman. 376 pages, illus. 
$7.50. Macmillan. 


PERENNIALS 


.ALL ABOUT THE PERENNIAL GAR- 


DEN by Montague Free. 352 pages, 
illus. $5.95. Doubleday and American 
Garden Guild. 

PERENNIALS by Marjorie P. Johnson. 
Illus. $1.50. Rinehart. 


PESTS AND DISEASES 


PLANT DISEASE HANDBOOK by 
Cynthia Westcott. 764 pages. Illus. 
$10.00. Van Nostrand. 


PROPAGATION 


PROPAGATION OF PLANTS by 
Kains and McQuesten. $6.00. Orange- 
Judd. 


ROSES 


ANYONE CAN GROW ROSES by 
Cynthia Westcott. $2.75. Van Nost- 
rand. 


WILD FLOWERS 


FIELD BOOK OF AMERICAN WILD 
FLOWERS by Ferdinand Schuyler 
Mathews. Completely revised and en- 
larged by Norman Taylor. 630 pages, 
illus. $5.00. Putnam’s Sons. 

WILDFLOWERS FOR YOUR GAR- 
DEN by Helen S. Hull. Illus. $4.95. 
Barrows. 


YOUNG READERS 
GUIDE TO GARDENING WITH 
YOUNG PEOPLE by Richard R. Kin- 


ney. 210 pages, illus. $3.25. Prentice- 
Hall. 


For addresses of all publishers 


‘ listed in book section, see page 60. 
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A $2 KozaK 
DRYwashes Your Car 
50 to 100 Times FREE! 





uf Cleans autos fast and easy. The original auto 
1 Vp DRYwash. 10 million sold. Hundreds of unsue- 

cessful imitators for 30 years! Use with equal 

} success on Cadillac or priceless antique. Re- 
moves dirt, polishes, cleans, saves (ime, work, 

| money, No water needed. Safe, protects finish. 
; Takes a few seconds, save entire cost on first 
use. And you must be astonished, delighted, 
! tickled pink, or keep it and get your money back 
| by return mail. 





SPECIAL: 
We'll send big, soft, deep pile KozaKs postpaid 
Xmas gift wrapped, the same day your order is 
received. Regular KozaK, $2 each. SUPER 
KozaK $3 (lasts 4 times longer). Deluxe offer 
2 regulars and one SUPER, $7 value for only 
q $5. Plaid kitbag, gloves and SHAM-ET $1 
d extra. ORDER NOW from KozaK, 809 S. Lyon 
St., Batavia, N. Y. 





























on a basic house 10’8” by 48”, bal- 
ance in twelve easy monthly payments. 


Enjoy yy creative <r all 
year round in byt own Back Yard. The Econo- 
mical METROLITE designed by one of the world’s 
largest commercial greenhouse egg ety is 
factory glazed, pre-fabricated FROM THE GROUND 

P ...(no basic walls to build first). Comes com- 
plete with vent machine. Easy-to-foliow instruc- 
tions for simple, do-it-yourself assembly. Addi- 
tional 4’8” sections available. Write for FREE 
BROCHURE; also inquire about our pre-cut alu- 
minum Hobby House. 


METROPOLITAN GREENHOUSE MFG. CORP 







































FLOWER ARRANGERS: 
Now it’s easy to 


anchor “frogs” 


and to 
fix candles in can- 
delabra...to attach 
vases—or flowers, 
alone — on silver- 
ware,walls, mirrors 
tO fix Fi amnate. 


"Poy Kl, 


Syathetic Floral Clay 

ow a clay that veate — 

Sticks and stays stuck 

to most delicate surfaces includ 

ing ney ee Geouty. 

3 ‘ 1 aterproof. Stays 

direct emi FLORALIFE, Ine. 

paid delivery —_ of Floraglow Leaf Gloss 
E FOLDER! « * 1433 S. Wabash Ave., Chi 5 















Get POSEY 

KLAY at your 

florist or garden 

center. Bi _ 
only 95c. 





és ¢6ntuae 





DECEMBER 1956 






























































36 ideas for 
a gardener’s 
MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 


To make your Christmas merrier, FLOWER 
GROWER has assembled on the following 
pages (and elsewhere in this December 
issue) a miscellany of decorating ideas. 
Some will appeal especially to the gar- 
den handyman who likes to work with 
wood or aluminum while others will 
be preferred by those who want to make 
use of such garden bounty as cones, 
seed pods, cut evergreens and holly. 
But whatever are your or your family’s 
interests, we think you will find a hint 
or idea that will help you in plan- 
ning your holiday decorations. For a 
start, turn the page and see what can 
be done with a box of holly (see our 
cover, too). It’s not Christmas with- 
out Santa Claus—directions for mak- 
ing ours will be found on page 21. 


































English Holly ‘deal for Christmas 
one it to friends as gifts and use it for your own 
home decorating. Oregon holiy is tops in quality. 
long branches carefully selected for perfection, 
filled with bright scarlet berries. Ship: freshly 
cut, treated so berries and leaves will not drop 
curing, eer. 

Packed in gift bo Shipped prepaid. 
No. 1 box 20x94 $3.00; No. 2 box 24x10x4%2 
$3.95; No. 3 box 30x12x6 $7.00; Sample box 


$1.50. Send for illustrated folder. 
N. VAN HEVELINGEN, Growers 
Box 5076-F Portland 13, Oregon 





BE A FLORIST 


Learn to make corsages, 
wreaths, centerpieces, wedding 
bouquets, etc. Train at home 
for full or part time floral po- 
sitions. Information free about 
our floral design and arrange- 
ment courses. Or send for one 
or more special illustrated les- 
son booklets. 

How to Make 33 Arrangements .$1 
Hew to Make 25 Corsages... ..$1 
Christmas Floral Lesson 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Box 564-FZ Santa Cruz, Calif. 


Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 


For Fun—For Profit saa 
Grow prize-winning flowers. ~ 
Earn spare time money, or | 
open a fnursery-garden shop 
business. Our home study 
course in Greenhouse Grow- 
ing shows you how Write to- 
day for information or send 
25¢ for student newsletter, 
“The Greenhouse Grower.” 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Div. F-6 P.O. Box 564 Santa Cruz, Calif. 


HOW TO GROW D S 
OR ‘ AT HOME 

Learn how you may have realORCHID 

FLOWERS blooming IN YOUR OWN 

HOME within a few weeks. Success- 

ful home ons now reveals wie 

secrets. S x ween how to 

iUMS. EPIDENDRUMS, etc. in 

your living room. aad 


rience 
seavs feagien ati 
ABLE HOME 
Fao B ae 


SEEBS un 


plan for si a 
Sens No ee we Write today. 





100 So Vermont, Los ‘Angeles 4, Calif. 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 
ural, organic Make- sweet, earth ) te. hay, 
Tass ’ 

i 


from lea waste, 
straw, sawdust, manures if available. A 
much. Keeps full strength until used. 
Send only $1. for enough to activate up to 
two tons, plus co! instructions including 
“SECRETS OF SAWDUST" and 
booklet, "GARDENING IN GOD'S WAY." 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery. 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. B-85 Towson, Md. 











MAKE A MERRY CHRISTMAS. 


Garnish your 
Sariien greens 
with sprigs of holly 


® A BOX OF ENGLISH HOLLY from the West Coast, bright with red or yellow 
berries, goes a long way toward making Christmas merry, according to our 
flower arranging editor, Marget Cochrane Cole. Here she proves her point 
by showing us four ways to use holly—the fifth may be seen on the cover. 
When her holly arrives, she cuts the stems and inserts the branches in 
water, keeping them in a cool room until she is ready to use them. 
Miscellaneous greens are gathered from her garden, and sometimes she 
makes a special trip to her summer home for spruce, pine, hemlock, 


arbor-vitae and even Douglas fir. 


These she uses for the basic structure 


of her decorations. Then glossy-leaved, bright-berried holly is added like 


frosting on a cake. 


Assorted greens, forming a 
curving line, are placed 
in sand-filled wastebasket. 
Highlight them with pine 
cones and a single branch 
of red-berried holly. 
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* HOLIDAY BOOK BARGAINS 
om for GARDENERS and_ 
FLOWER ARRANGERS! 





REGULAR 
$4.90 VALUE 


Now $ 
Yours 
annAnows asf ICAN VI lepers iow ome remae 
ee for only —— eachem 
The only 4 at, using your 
handsome garla : P 
A ind of arbor-vitae gift packates, Sei Serer nee IN SPECIAL 


wired to a rope has berried holly grow pots kt: 
Jou ules thin beak. 40 photos. GIFT WRAP! 


. hundred, 
tips centered on top of greens. Regular price, $2.95. 


MORE NEW GIFT IDEAS! 
HOME AND GAR- FOLIAGE FLOWER SHOW CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY FLOWER 
DEN CALENDAR ARRANGEMENTS THEMES AND TREES, =. oe 
1957. by Emma H. Cyphers CLASSES DECORATIONS § jv rangements for 
Ideal for “‘stocking How to cut and condi- by Dorothy Biddle AND ORNAMENTS Christmas, New Year, 
stuffing.” 75% more tion foliage, force it Big inspiration for by Irma Chrisman Weddings, Arniversa- 
writing space than f out of son garden clubs. Tells Do wonders with inex- ries, Birthdays, etc. 
other calendars. 112 » ary and - eral Flower pensive trimmings of Fully illustrated. 
pages, 65 photos. ; " . Musical — paper, fabric. Clear step-by-step di- 
$1.00. 50. Themes, Christmas foil, ete. 35 photos, rections. 105 photos. 2 
shows, etc. $1.95. 60 drawings 


G2) 
HSIDE PRESS, ™<. 


Dept. F-12, 118 East 28 Street, New York 16, N.Y. 





4.4.4 When ordering by mail be sure to 
print your name and address clearly. Enclose 
proper amount and allow ample time for delivery. >» > > 





presse esp Psa Experts and Beginners! 


pager gil ne Magelieanyy re BF BOTH WILL BENEFIT FROM MEMBERSHIP IN 
it, and then mistletoe is hung inside. 


The American Rose Society 


(A non-profit organization of more than 16,500 members) 


ALL THIS IS YOURS TO ENJOY AND , 
PROFIT BY AT NO EXTRA COST... SPECIAL 


@ 1957 Rose Annual. Forty-two articles (260 pages) XMAS 
OFFER! 


Membership for 
1957 plus a copy 
of The 1956 
American Rose 
Annual 


$8.00 


1956 Rose 
Annual and 
membership for 
3 years 
$17.00 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ROCHE 





1957 Dues only $5.50, Three years $16.00 


— The American Rose Society, Dept. G 
A festive door basket, improvised of 


corrugated paper, has red ribbon handles. 4048 ROSELEA PLACE + COLUMBUS 14, OHIO 
Holly-filled, it gives a cheerful welcome. 
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Orchids for Christmas Giving 
Purple-flowering plants in bud. vowed 9.95 
White-flowering plants in bud...................... 15.00 


F.o.b. Monroe. Express shir ded 
Cash with order, please. 
Cultural instructions furnished. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ ORCHIDS 


Monroe Michigan 








Plow, cultivate, mow, rake, har- 
row. till, plant, bulldoze, plow 
SPOW, Spray, Saw, maintain 
beautiful lawns. 8.4 hp. All- 
gear drive. BW 4 speed rans. 
clutch, diff. 770 Ibs. Low 

cost. Ready to run. Quick- 

change implements. 100% 

satisfaction guaranteed. 

Write for FREE CATALOG 
COUNTRY SQUIRE TRACTOR 
P.O. Box 107 0-12, 

uskego, Wiscons: jeconsin 


COUNTRY 
SQUIRE 








Yes, you too can enjoy more 
beautiful house plants, if you 
will follow the Hawaiian way of 
growing indoor plants. There 
are no secrets, sust use: 


HAWAIIAN ISLAND 
House Plant 
MIX 





ALIVE AP 
UNHURT 


Capture rats, coons, squirrels, etc. Take mink, | 

coons uninj Straying pets, try released unhurt. | 

Fully guaranteed. No jaws or facnova Rustproof. i 

HAVAHART, 182-D Water St., Ossining, N.Y. : 
Please send FREE 36-page booklet on trapping secrets. 

Name. 

Address 


! 
Lceelgvekienathee nse ta ab iibanen en apes spam ae an meeben an ot 











MAKE A 
MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 


retty wreaths 
are pretty gifts 


Seed pods of lunaria (honesty) wired to a 
basic frame make a delicate modern 
wreath enhanced by a red net bow and 
gold musical instruments. Design by 
Mrs. Merton Yerger, Jr., Pennsylvania. 


@ HANG THEM OVER A MANTEL, on a 
door, in a window or on the wall—in 
any location wreaths spell Christmas. 
These unique ones prove that a bit of 
imagination goes far in making this 
traditional symbol of the season an 
exciting decoration for any room. 


Blue spruce, real fruit and laurel leaves 
circle a black candlestick. Design by 
Mrs. W. A. Brockway, Pennsylvania. 





SNOW REMOVAL 
With Steering Sulky and Self Starter 


@ Powerful Gravely Tractor—with pusb- 
button Starter, New Steering Sulky and 
Snowblower—make snow removal 
almost child’s play! 

@ You can blow snow — deep or light, wet or 
dry — wherever you want it, with fingertip 
maneuverability. 48” Snow Plow also avai 


able. 23 year ‘round attachments... Al/ on 
Easy Pay Plan. 


Write arday Sot. FREE 24- 
“Power vs Drudgery’’ Boo let! 





5 Kill TERMITES fast! 


Pratt’s 72% Chlordane gives you an easy 
“do-it-yourself” way to control termites. 
Also kills garden pests. 4% pint, 4 
1 pint, $3.50; 1 qt., $5.00 (slightly 
higher West of Mississippi River)—at 
your dealer's or write us. Send for folder 
on termite control. G. Pratt Co., 
197 Twenty First Ave., Paterson, N. J 





sees OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT. 
CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED B 
ACTS OF CONGRESS OF AUGU aT 
1912, AND MARCH 8, 1933 
Of Flower Grower, published monthly at Albany, N. Y. 
for September 30, 1956. 
State of New York 4... 
County of Albany #3 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and 
county aforesaid, personally appeared J. Donald Harrison 
who having been duly sworn according to law. deposes 
and says that he is Business Manager of Flower Grower 
and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the ownership, manage 
ment, etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown 
in the above caption, required by the Act of August 24 
1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, embodied 
in section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, to wit 

That the name and address of the publisher, editor 
managing editor and business manager is: “— R. Whit 
ing, 2049 Grand Central Terminal, N. Y . ¥., Pub 
lisher; John R. Whiting, 2049 Grand Guiness Terminal 
N. ¥., N. Y., Editor; Marjorie P. Johnson, 2049 Grand 
Central Terminal, N. Y., N. Managing Editor; and 
J. Donald Harrison, 99 N. Broadway, Albany, N. Y 
Business Manager. 

2. That the owner is Williams Press, Inc., North 
Broadway, Albany, N. Y. Stockholders holding 1% or 
more of stock: Ernest F. Barvoets, Robert R. Barvoets 
Brooks R. Barvoets, Ernest F. Barvoets, Jr., and Donald 
A. Barvoets, all of Albany, N. Y. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities 
are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the 
names of the owners, stockholders, and security holders 

any. contains not only the list of stockholders and se 
curity holders as they appear on the books of the com 
pany but also, in cases where the stockholders or security 
holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee 
or in any other fiduciary relation, the name of the person 
or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given 
also that the said two paragraphs contain statements em- 
bracing affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the cir- 
cumstances and conditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upon the books of the 
company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a ca- 
pacity other than that of a bonafide owner; and this 
affant has no reason to believe that any other person 
association, or corporation has any interest direct or 
indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other securities than 


as so stated by him. 
J. DONALD HARRISON 
Business Manager 
Sworn to ae subscribed before me this 10th day of 


September, 195 
(SEAL) MARY PETERSON 
(My commission expires March 30, 1958) 
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MAKE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


A Swedish centerpiece 
for a holiday table 









PECANS 


Buy Fresh Fall 1956 Crop— 
direct from Grower and Packer 


Effective October 22nd, 1956 





No refund or rebate given on pre- 
vious prices as orders and Pecans were 
put into process as orders received. 


. 
Revised Wholesale prices on Pecan 


Meats for Group Buyers, for Fund 
Raising and Wholesalers. 














Apples and evergreens from your own garden can be used for effective Christmas 
centerpieces. In the one above, evergreens hide wire construction shown below. 







Remove stems of eight lady 
apples (or crab apples) and 
scoop out holes for 5-inch 
candles. Lacquer apples and 
string them on a heavy wire 
about 38 inches long. Bend 
wire into a circle and secure 
ends of wire in one apple. 






Design and Photographs by Margaret Perry 


Fasten candles into apples 
with a few drops of melted 
candle wax. Scoop out the 
stem of the large apple 
and wedge candle in the 
hole with sprigs of ever- 
greens from your garden. 
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BULK - 30 LB. CARTONS 


large Mammoth Halves $1.10 Lb. 
Medium Mammoth Halves 1.06 Lb. 
Smaller Halves oo eine 


Broken Halves and Pieces 1.00 Lb. 








CELLOPHANE 1 LB. BAGS 


LARGE MAMMOTH HALVES 
25-1 Ib. bags $30.00 
50-1 Ib. bags 59.00 
100-1 Ib. bags 117.00 
(Over 100 bags, same price as i00 bags) 


MEDIUM MAMMOTH HALVES 


25-1 Ib. bags $29.00 
50-1 Ib. bags 57.50 
100-1 Ib. bags 114.00 


(Over 100 bags, same price as 100 bags) 
BROKEN HALVES AND PIECES 


25-1 tb. bags $27.50 
50-1 Ib. bags 54.00 
100-1 Ib. bags 107.00 


(Over 100 bags, same price as 100 bags) 











Finest Unshelled Whole Pecans: 5# Box $4.50; 
10# Box $8.50. These revised prices 
supersede Folder prices. 


Thrift Box: Halves and Broken Pieces, 2# Box 
$3.50; 10 or more, each $3.00. 


Deluxe Gift Plastic Package: Delicious large 
halves, finest of harvest, in attractive 
round plastic container, 2 Ibs. $4.50; 
10 or more, $4.25 each. 


Colorful Mexican 
FIESTA BASKET: 
5 Lbs. 

No. 1 Grade 
Unshelled 


$6.00 


All prices prepaid, 





remittance with orders. 


We will ship gift orders direct for you. 


Deep South Pecan Co. 
Dept. FGP 


Biloxi, Mississippi 
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ALUMINUM 
SUNROOM 


It’s easy to add that extra room you 
need! Do it with ORLYT—the practi- 
eal and unique way of adding more liv- 
ing space economically ...a glassed-in 
family “sun-and-fun room” that makes 


year 
gardening 


If you’re a confirmed down to earth 
“green thumber”, use ORLYT asa 
full fledged greenhouse. ORLYT’s 
time tested design insures maxi- 
mum light and ideal growing con- 
ditions needed for thriving plants 
and flowers. You just can’t buy a 
better greenhouse. 


year-round, outdoor-indoor living a re- 
ality. It’s the modern way of bringing 
the family together—an all purpose 
room that provides winter and summer 
fun for everyone. 


oe ALUMINUM 


Greenhouse 


WRITE TODAY FOR NEW 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 26-12 

Choose your ORLYT from a complete 
selection of sizes and styles—in ooo 
kling aluminum or distinctive Califor- 
nia redwood. Lean-to ORLYT pictured 
costs less than $21.00 a month on our 
Easy Budget Plan. Installation 
charges can be budgeted too. 





LORD and 
BURNHAM 


NAME 


LORD & BURNHAM, Irvington, New York 


Please send your new ORLYT 
color catalog 26-12 





Irvington, ADDRESS. 





Des Sg a 





St. Catharines, Ont 
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MAKE A 
MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 


For a touch of 
old Sweden... 
a paper ball 


@ THIS TRADITIONAL Christmas ball is 
made of 24 circles of red or white tissue 
paper. Each circle is divided into 6 equal 
segments, cut to within an inch of the 
center. The finished ball is shown in the 
picture below. Two smaller versions are 
shown at the right. Hang them on your 
tree. 


Roll each segment over a %-inch dowel, 
twist the tip, and slip out the dowel. 
This will give you six spikes on each 
circle. No glue is necessary at tip. 


DESICN AND PHOTOCRAPHS BY MARGARET PERRY 


When all 24 circles are rolled up, sew 
them together through the middle, starting 
and finishing with tiny circle of card- 
board so as not to tear paper. Pull 
thread up tight to form a round ball. 
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MAKE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


A medley of ornaments 


that glow in the light 


© It is easy to make sconces, mobiles and lapel pins with Reynolds 
Do-it-yourself Aluminum. The aluminum is cut to any desired pat- 
tern with ordinary household scissors and can be shaped by bending. 
Imagination goes a long way, but here are a few suggestions. 








When making a mobile, start at the 
bottom and balance each section as 
you go along. Suspend the alumi- 
num cutouts by heavy thread from 
crossbars of ordinary medium- 
weight wire. 


DESIGNS BY MARGARET PERRY ; 
PHOTOCRAPHS BY BOUTRELLE 
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Sconces of aluminum glow softly in the 
light of Christmas candles. Bend up a little 
shelf and fasten to it with liquid solder a 
cross-shaped piece curved up to hold the 
candle. Polish lightly with steel wool, and 
sandpaper the cut edges. The scalloped 
edge of the “time-to-retire” candlestick (in 
foreground) is made by bending the alumi- 
num over a broom handle. Attach the 
sconces to wall with brass-topped uphol- 
stery tacks. 





Lapel pins of your favorite leaf designs 
are fun to make. Tap gently with a ham- 
mer on a heavy wire to make the veins. 
Attach a pin to the back with liquid 
solder, as shown on the shamrock. 











THE GIFT OF 
Gardening 


Pleasure 


Once a year there comes a time 
when gardeners can give to their 
friends the truly lasting gift... . 

. the gardening pleasure for 
many seasons which comes with 
a gift subscription to Flower 
Grower. 

It is a personal thing, the gift 
of happier gardening. Only you, 
a gardener who knows what 
Flower Grower means each 
month, can choose this gift for 
the right friends. And only you 
can select those garden lovers 
who will enjoy it the most and 
use it the most. 

Why don’ t you, right now 
while you're thinking of Christ- 
mas happiness, write down their 
names and send them to Flower 
Grower’s 


CHRISTMAS GIFT DEPARTMENT 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT RATES 


Friend's name 
Address 








Town 





Friend’s name 
Address 








Town 





Friend's name 
Address . 








Town 





Friend’s name 
Address 


Town 











YOUR NAME 
Address 








Town Zone. State. 





i sutege OA.E) Ge Se ep cohen, ons 
additional In- 


of these 
Christmas rates yiow (or Remewst (} 














USEFUL GIFT SUGGESTIONS 
“THE PLEASURE LASTS” 


The items listed below were designed by Growers Supply 
sanpe ny especially for home gardeners. They are made of 
best materials and are unique, attractive, long 


on lasting and refund bas 
Crystal-Lite Indoor Greenhouse 


sy useful. All are guaranteed to satisfy 
is. 





2’ x 2’ x 18” 

A sparkling beauty, with features not available in green- 
houses at 5 times the price. Center of interest in any room. 
Provides enjoyable winter hobby. Automatic wick-fed 
watering nurtures plants and seedlings perfectly. Fluores- 
cent light attachment provides crystal- ae, display 
and sufficient sunlight so that plants need never be moved 
or touched. Automatic daily repeat ener pen ah for 
light. Complete greenhouse with black iron stand, wick 
watering and reservoir — $12.95. Complete fluorescent 
light attachment — $8.95. Automatic daily repeat timer 
for light — $9.95. 


Perma-Nest Moist-Rite Tray Kit 





2’ x1'x6" 
Keep those seedlings, slips, rooted and potted plants 
erfectly watered with this Moist-Rite Perma-Nest Kit. 
eautiful Hi-impact pateerrese tray set in attractive 
black iron stand. Automatic wick-fed watering and 3 pi 
reservoir. Complete $4.25. 


Perma-Nest Plant Trays 





See How They Nest s 

The most outstanding new indoor gardening aaaiiadl of 
1955. Over % million in use. Tested and purchased by 
over 60 gov’t and university greenhouses. Approved for 
all N. Y¥. City public schgols. The only standard size seed 
flat that never rots, rusts, or corrodes. Shipped watertite 
with drainage easily inserted. Excellent for seed and slip 
starting, indoor gardens, constant moisture potted plant 
tray, starting and displaying African Violets, Gloxinias, 
Begonias, etc. Note in picture how perfectly they nest for 
easy carrying and minimum storage 


Four Sizes — Grey or Light Green 
22 x 11 x 23%" 8 x 12 x 24" 
2 for bs e4 Eg $6.95 3 for at 6 <4 $2.95 
r $9.2 © $5.7 
8 ry 2) " 4 8 2. s 
3 for $1.45 #8 for $2.50 6 for $1.48 0 12 for $2.50 
or $4.7 24 for$4.75 


Conliadiads offer one of each 4 sizes—$2.95 
Perma-Nest Graceful Long Planter 





19” x 6” 
Red, Grey, Yellow, *Hient Green 

Graceful design and top quality. One quarter the cost 
of rroding copper or brass planters. 4 color selection. 
For mantel, hg te gm piano top, table center- “piece, 
office or church. Ideal for rooted planting or holds 5 four 
te ere plants with natural root watering. $1.50 each. 

Wide and Deep Tray 
Rugged and versatile. For seedlings, bulbs, rooted or 
' potted plants. $2.50 each. 14’x6x334” deep. 3 for $6.75 
Please add 10% postage to all orders. Ideal Christmas 

Gifts. Full refund guarantee 


GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY 
Dept. 22115, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 








MAKE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Evergreen decorations 
will sparkle with these stars 


by MARGARET PERRY 


i 





PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN WHITING 





Decorative stars are a finishing touch for many seasonal decorations. 


@ THIS SPARKLING STAR is easy to make from Reynolds gold or silver Gift Wrap. 
It may be used in many ways and is an exciting color accent.for a green 
stairway festoon, as shown below. Wire secures stars to bannister, as above. 


From a sheet of Gift Wrap cut two 
circles, one 6 inches and one 5% 
inches in diameter. Divide each circle 
into six equal parts, as you would a 
pie, and cut each segment to within an 
inch of the center of the circle, where 
you next cut out a quarter-inch hole. 
Then form the points of the star, as 
shown in photographs 1 and 2 at right. 
Next, attach an 8-inch wire to each of 
seven cranberries, as shown in photo- 
graph 3. Twist the wires into a single 
unit and draw it through the center 
hole in each star to hold them together. 
The small star belongs on top. Draw 
the wire through a Styrofoam block 
(photograph 4) which may have 
greens inserted in it as a background 
if the completed star is to be hung on 
a wall or used as a table centerpiece. 
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PHOTOCRAPHS BY MARCARET PERRY 


“EUREKA” 


You'll shout it, too, when you discover the 
wealth of gardening information in your 


January 1957 
FLOWER GROWER 
The Home Garden Magazine 


1—To form the points of the star turn 
back the corners of each segment and 
staple them together, shiny side up. 


¢ NEW PLANT DISCOVERIES—Looking for annuals, peren- 
nials, vegetables, fruits, trees or shrubs? Here is a shopping guide 
that you shouldn’t be without. Over 100 new plants are honestly de- 
scribed, vividly pictured. There are hints, too, on how to grow them. 


e NEW ROSES—The 1957 debutante season for America’s fa- 
vorite flower has arrived. Here are the new glimmering beauties of 
the rose world that you will be growing next spring. 





e EVERGREENS—The first installment of a special Flower 
; Grower feature on plants that bring life to the winter garden. Here 

2—A small stapler is the easiest to . 

use in forming the points, and only you will find not only how to grow them, but which ones are the 

one staple is needed on each point. most suitable for you to grow! 


e ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS—These are the prize winners 
tested coast to coast in 1956. For the first time you will have the 
opportunity to see them—some pictured in color. You can’t afford 
to miss this presentation if you are an up-to-date gardener. 


e PRUNING—Here is what to do now with flowering shrubs and 
trees to make them perform in your garden next spring and sum- 


mer. Fully illustrated, this is a timely article by one of America’s 
3—Fine wire is attached to cranberries, leading horticulturists. 

which are lacquered for preservation, 
and the wires are then twisted together. 





e FLOWER ARRANGING—Pages of pictures and information 
that will help you make arrangements that are the envy of the 
neighborhood, PLUS a bonus article on how to be a flower arrange- 
ment judge. 


These are only a few highlights of the new information-packed 
January issue which will herald the New Year for gardeners every- 
where. Until then, the entire staff at FLoweR Grower joins in wish- 
ing all of its readers—here and abroad—the very merriest of 
Christmases, with best wishes for a happy and successful New Year 
of gardening! 





4—tThe wires are pulled through the cen- 
ter of each star and pulled through a 1%- 
inch square Styrofoam backing block. 
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AFRICAN VIOLET 
MAKE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


AS SILVER DOLLARS. PERFECT FOR ALL HOUSE 
PLANTS, 14 OZ {ants 28 ous),$1.00. 2 185, $225. 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS CO., INC., Dept. Fi2e /i 


‘i ——— | § Whimsical earrings... bright 


*« MOVIES 





* SLIDES 


a mementos of a holiday party 


WILD LIFE + TRAVEL > ADVENTURE + NATIONAL PARKS 
FLORIDA + ALASKA + HAWAII + FOREIGN + NOVELTIES 


IE CATALOGS — Specify Movies © Slides © Stereos 
PRODUCTIONS, 








=A SSS, the MIRACLE DRUG 


A cumple screntific chemical means of creat- $ 00 
ing new forms in flowers all plants. Easy to POSTPAID 
use. Complete kit with instruction booklet NO C.0.D. 


ROMAINE B.WARE sox F, cansy, orecon 





EASY TO ERECT 
UTHLITY BLOGS. $171 YP 
ALUMINUM 
GARAGES *299 ¥? 
Shipped Anywhere * Write for Folder 
JOHN COOPER CO., 303 2nd $t., Hackensack, N. J. 











‘ st raat FOOD 


A red bow, a sprig of green and a 
gilded nut hung on gold cord are 
fastened to earring back with Duco 
cement. Use them for party favors. 





30 
ROOT CUTTINGS IN 6 DAYS Party earrings can be made of sprigs from 
oA rs Ws Geel uotealh your Christmas tree, painted gold and tied 


You, too, can get these results. ny with a tiny gold bow of ribbon or cord. 

free plans — instructions. 
GRO-QUICK 2; 343 W. Superior 8t. DESIGNS AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARGARET PERRY 
W. Coast: 1864 So. 129st., fie, Wash, 4 ( 


TRI-OGEN 


dieldrin Spray 




















Supplies For 
AFRICAN VIOLET 


Growing 
A Catalogue that is unique. No plants! No seeds! But 
everything you need to grow bigger and better African 
Violets. Complete line supplies includes soil, insecti- 
cides, sprayers, plastic labels, wicking, pots, ete. 28 


pages. 
NEIL MILLER 
P ve 2, N. J. 
The oldest and most reliable African Violet supply house, 


1s 
For SPECIAL RESY 


in you 
SPECIAL- 


NT FOODS 
PUA With a few berries, bits of evergreen, nuts, gold cord, red ribbon, paper 
The AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL Co..N. Y, lace doilies, clear lacquer and gold paint, create your own holiday earrings. 
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MAKE A 
MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 


Imitate these 
fanciful designs 


®@ CONVERSATION PIECES are the result 
of originality. Below is a tree for 
a narrow hall made from an upside- 
down rose trellis, flocked white, and a 
globe table decoration of juniper twigs 
picked into a Styrofoam ball. 








Bands of garden greens fringed with 
gay ornaments make a colorful tree. 
Design by Mrs. Clarence Smith, Penna. 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY ROCHE 


Juniper tree, with blue ribbon and fruit, 
picks up colors in a table setting. By 
Mrs. Merton Yerger, Jr., Penna. 
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LILIES 


Make Wonderful Christmas Gifts! 


A beautiful card can be sent in December, and bulbs 
shipped in April for Spring planting. Ask for our wonderful 
52 page illustrated catalog, describing the World's Largest 
selection of Hardy Lilies. 

Spring Planting—a new, and thoroughly tested 
service! 


a. teh, then Bo 
Sandy Best + GREENOCK FARMS 


Box 56-F GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO, CANADA 








GROW MAMMOTH 
HYACINTHS 


INDOORS ON WATER 


IN NEW RED @e, VASES 


Clear plastic vase holds individual giant hyacinth 
bulbs in ingenious holder (see photo), flower spike 
kept upright and rigid. Very easy to grow indoors 
— just fill LUXO with water — no potting. Brighten 
drab winter days with successive blooms, mid- 
January on. 
PN yas | SELECTION OF COLORS: A= Dark 
, Pink, Yellow, Deep Red or ite) 


MAMMOTH HYACINTH & LUXO-VASE: $1.50 ea. set 
COLLECTION 3 MAMMOTH HYACINTHS 
& 3 Luxo-vases $3.75 
Mammoth Hyacinth Bulbs without LUXO any color 
THREE for $1.25 


STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 
DEPT. 17 ROSLYN HEIGHTS, NEW YORK 








DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING THE EASY, 
CONVENIENT WAY — SHOP WITH CONFIDENCE 


— SHOP FROM THE PAGES OF GENERAL STORE 





TH/S /S A MUST 


for everyone concerned 


This MANUAL Tells You HOW 
To Make Handsome Profits 
From Concrete Yard Ornaments 
YOU CAN MAKE 


All you need is 2 mold or two and a little determination. “How 
To Turn Concrete Into Gold" contains large, clear pictures, 
gives prices and descriptions of more than 200 different molds 
you can buy direct from the manufacturer, AND....priceless 
trade secrets that make production a snap. Order it TODAY. 


SEND ONLY $2.00 FOR YOUR COPY 
(Rushed to you by First Class Mail) 














oR Sa aa Sn aac a 
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Addresses of Garden-Book Publishers 


American Book Company, Dept. 
FGD, 55 Fifth Ave., New York 
2 TY. 

American Hemerocallis Society, 
The, Dept. FGD, 7714 Fairfield 
Road North, Minneapolis 12, 
Minn. 

American Rhododendron Society, 
Dept. FGD, 3514 Russet St., 
Portland, Ore. 

American Rose Society, Dept. 
FGD, 4048 Roselea Place, Co- 
lumbus 14, Ohio 

Arco Publishing Company, Dept. 
FGD, 480 Lexington Ave., New 
York 17, N. Y. : 

Ascher Company, Dept. FGD, 
Concord, Calif. 

Bantam Books, Inc., Dept. FGD, 
25 West 45th St., New York 36, 
N. Y. 

Barrows, M., & Company, Dept. 
FGD, 425 Fourth Ave., New 
York 16, N. Y. 

Branford, Charles T., Company, 
Dept. FGD, 551 Boylston St., 
Boston 16, Mass. 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Dept. 
FGD, 1000 Washington Ave., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

California National Fuchsia So- 
ciety, Dept. FGD, 9602 Sixth 
Ave., Inglewood 4, Calif. 

Cambridge University Press, Dept. 
FGD, 32 East 57th St., New 
York 22, N. Y. 

Cornell University Press, Dept. 
FGD, 124 Roberts Place, Ithaca, 
N. Y. 

Criterion Books, Inc., Dept. FGD, 
257 Fourth Ave., New York 10, 
N. Y. 

Crowell, Thomas Y., Company, 
Dept. FGD, 419 Fourth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 

Crown Publishers, Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 419 Fourth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 

De Graff, Inc., John, Dept. FGD, 
64 West 23rd St., New York 10, 
N. Y. 

Dodd, Mead & Co., Dept. FGD, 
432 Fourth Ave., New York 16, 
N. Y. 

Dodge Books, Dept. FGD, 119 
West 40th St., New York 18, 
N. Y. 

Doubleday & Co., Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 575 Madison Ave., New 
York 22, N. Y. 

Dover Publications, Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 920 Broadway, New York 
10, N. Y. 

Essential Books, Dept. FGD, 16- 
00 Pollitt Drive, Fair Lawn, 
N. J. 

Farrar, Straus & Cudahy, Dept. 
FGD, 101 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 

Garbing, G. G., Dept. FGD, Fer- 
nandina Beach, Fla. 

Garden City Books, Dept. FGD, 


575 Madison Ave., New York, 
N. Y. 

Greenberg: Publisher, Dept. FGD, 
201 East 57th St., New York 22, 
N. Y. 

Hanover House, Dept. FGD, 575 
Madison Ave., New York 22, 
N. Y. 

Harcourt, Brace & Co., Dept. 
FGD, 383 Madison Ave., Ne 
York, N. Y. : 

Harper & Brothers, Dept. FGD, 
49 East 33rd St., New York, 
N. Y. 

Hearthside Press, Inc., Dept. FGD, 
118 East 28th St., New York, 
N. Y. 

Hedera House, Dept. FGD, Box 
4315, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 

Horticulture’s Book Department, 
Dept. FGD, 300 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Boston, Mass. 

Houghton-Miffllin Company, Dept. 
FGD, 2 Park St., Boston 7, 
Mass. 

Humphries, Bruce, Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 48 Melrose St., Boston, 
Mass. 

Hydroponic Chemical Company, 
Dept. FGD, Copley, Ohio 

Knopf, Alfred A., Dept. FGD, 501 
Madison Ave., New York 22, 
N. Y. 

Lane Publishing Co., Dept. FGD, 
Menlo Park, Calif. 

McFarland, J. Horace, Co., Dept. 
FGD, Harrisburg, Pa. 

McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 330 West 42nd St., New 
York, N. Y. 

Macmillan Company, The, Dept. 
FGD, 60 Fifth Ave., New York, 
N. Y. 

Maco Publications, Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 551 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 

Men’s Garden Club of Salem, Dept. 
FGD, Salem, Ore. 

National Chrysanthemum Society, 
Inc., Dept. FGD, 64 South St., 
Bogota, N. J. 

New York Times, Dept. FGD, 229 
West 43rd St., New York, N. Y. 

New York University Press, Dept. 
FGD, Washington Square, New 
York, N. Y. 

Norton, W. W., & Co., Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 55 Fifth Ave., New York 
be», fie 

Orange Judd Publishing Co., Inc., 
Dept. FGD, 15 East 26th St., 
New York 10, N. Y. 

Oxford University Press, Dept. 
FGD, 114 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 

Perkins & Hutchins, Dept. FGD, 
Box 167, South Pasadena, Calif. 

Philosophical Library, Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 15 East 40th St., New 
York, N. Y. 

Pitman Publishing Corp., Dept. 
FGD, 2 West 45th St., New 
York 36, N. Y. 


Prentice-Hall, Inc., Dept. FGD, 70 
Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 

Putnam’s Sons, G. P., Dept. FGD, 
210 Madison Ave., New York 
16, N. Y. 

Random House, Inc., Dept. FGD, 
457 Madison Ave., New York 
aa, N.Y: 

Reinhold Publishing Corp., Dept. 
FGD, 430 Park Ave., New York 
22; 37%. 

Rinehart & Co., Inc., Dept. FGD, 
232 Madison Ave., New York 
16, N. Y. 

Ronald Press Company, The, Dept. 
FGD, 15 East 26th St., New 
York 10, N. Y. 

Royal Horticultural Society of Lon- 
don, Dept. FGD, Vincent Square, 
London S. W. 1, England. 

Schaffer, Florence M., Dept. FGD, 
Kingsburgh, Calif. 

Scribner’s Sons, Charles, Dept. 
FGD, 597 Fifth Ave., New York 
17, N. Y. 

Sheridan House, Dept. FGD, 257 
Fourth Ave., New York 10, 
N. Y. 

Signet Key Book, New American 
Library, Dept. FGD, 501 Madi- 
son Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 

SportShelf, Dept. FGD, 10 Over- 
look Ter., New York 33, N. Y. 

Transatlantic Arts, Dept. FGD, 
Hollywood-by-the-Sea, Fla. 

Tupper & Love, Inc., Dept. FGD, 
1090 Capitol Ave., S. E., At- 
lanta 2, Ga. 

University of California Press, 
Dept. FGD, Berkeley 4, Calif. 

University of Minnesota Press, 
Dept. FGD, Minneapolis 14, 
Minn. 

University of New Mexico Press, 
Dept. FGD, Albuquerque, N. M. 

University of Washington Press, 
Dept. FGD, Seattle 5, Wash. 

Van Nostrand D., Co., Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 120 Alexander St., Prince- 
ton, N. J. 

Viking Press, Inc., Dept. FGD, 625 
Madison Ave., New York 22, 
N. Y. 

Warne, Frederick, & Co., Inc., 
Dept. FGD, 210 Fifth Ave., 
New York 10, N. Y. 

Watts, Franklin, Inc., Dept. FGD, 
699 Madison Ave., New York 
18, N. Y. 

Wiley, John, & Sons, Dept. FGD, 
440 Fourth Ave., New York 16, 
N. Y. 

Wm. H. Wise & Co., Inc., Dept. 
FGD, 50 West 47th St., New 
York 36, N. Y. 

Yoseloff, Thomas, Publisher, Inc., 
Dept. FGD, i1 East 36th St., 
New York 16, N. Y. 


(For a list of 1956 titles and good 
books of other years, see “Books 
for Gardeners” on pages 42-46.) 
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A Preview of 1957 Equipment 


[FROM PAGE 39] and Bolens mowers 
next spring. 

Riding mowers have been added to 
the line of most manufacturers. First 
we had the convenience of having a 
power machine just mow the lawn— 
now we can ride and really enjoy our- 
selves. Some of these riding mowers 
are streamlined and decked with 
chrome. One in particular caught my 





eye, the Mark XXVI made by Porter- 
Cable. This is the first mower made 
by this company, well known for its 
electric trimmer-edger and hedge 
trimmer, and it is truly an elegant ma- 
chine. It has a rotary mower, but can 
also substitute for a small tractor. 

A new sprayer is being introduced 
by the Hayes Spray Gun Company. 
It is called the Soil and Turf sprayer. 
This will be a companion to their lawn 
sprayer. The lawn sprayer is designed 
for the leaf surface of the lawn; the 
Soil and Turf sprayer will get the spray 
down into the soil. The new sprayer 
has large orifices and can be used to 
apply semi-soluble materials such as 
fertilizers. 

Speaking of sprayers, I also noticed 
two low-pressure sprayers for applying 


A Modern Church in 


[FroM Pace 40] displays Dieffen- 
bachia Bausei, D. Seguine, Chinese 
evergreen, Neanthe bella palms, Peper- 
omia Sandersi argyreia, sansevieria, 
philodendrons and aloe. 

On either side of the chancel steps 
are planters designed to hold potted 
plants. Sometimes they are filled with 
caladiums in variegated colors, then 
philodendron and pothos highlighted 
with Dracaena fragrans, and, of 
course, at Easter they are white with 
lilies. 

All in all, this is a beautiful church 
in a beautiful setting. While it is lo- 
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liquids to lawns. Low pressure is es- 
sential for this type of spraying be- 
cause you want the surface very wet 
over a relatively small area. The first 
of these sprayers is a small machine, 
about the size of a conventional 
spreader. This is a new concept in 
pump operation. It is a roller running 
over a flexible hose. It may sound too 
Simple, but it works—-I saw it in oper- 
ation. It will be distributed through 
chemical companies, two of which are 
American Chemical Paint Company 
and O. E. Linck Company. 

The other low-pressure sprayer is 
called the Liquilator. This is a much 
larger machine, and the pump action 
is the typical plunger type operated off 
one of the wheels. In addition to 
chemicals, this can also be used to 
apply soluble fertilizers. 

Something new in rakes also made 
its appearance at the show. This is a 
shrub rake, one of three being made 
by the Atkins Saw Division of the 
Borg-Warner Corporation. The shrub 
rake, the smallest, with a 27-inch 
handle and six 8-inch tines, is for 
cleaning beneath shrubs. Next largest 
is their all-purpose rake with a 54- 
inch handle and twenty-four 10-inch 
tines. The largest is their leaf and 
grass rake, the same as the all-purpose 
but with 13-inch tines. This looks like 
a nice combination. Atkins saws for 
woodworking and pruning have been 
in use for years. 

Another “take-your-pick” line is the 
~ Royal trimmer and edger. The Little 
King is gasoline operated, the Little 
Queen electric; and the Little Jewel is 
a hand edger. 

These, of course, are just a few of 
the highlights of the show. In future 
issues we will discuss additional new 
equipment you can expect to see at 
your garden supply dealers next 
spring.® 


an Inspiring Setting 


cated at Vero Beach “where the tropics 
begin” and where landscaping does not 
take as long to establish as it does in 
many northern areas, the plantings 
hold inspiration for similar action by 
congregations everywhere.® 





WINDOW GREENHOUSE 


Now, turn your window into a 
greenhouse. This new all steel 
frame attaches to house over win- 
dow, Give? extra space for grow- 
ing and showing your favorite } 
plants. Raise window in winter 
for heat. Adjustable rods over- fF 
head suspend shelves. Size 2’ x J 
4 x 5%’. Only $39.95. freight j 
paid. (Window glass, shelving, 
roof and floor panels not - 
included.) Order from this ad or 
write for circular. 

Brinkman Mfg. Co., 2315 Clay, Dept. 53-D, Topeka, Kan. 


CYPRESS KNEES 


Odd, grotesque, strangely beau- 
tiful, are these Cypress Knees 
from Florida. No two are ex- 
actly alike. Truly Mother Na- = 
ture’s art, with no duplica- 
tien of patterns. Unique 
accessories to flower arrange- 

; useful ornaments for 
home or office. Excellent 
Christmas Gifts! Colors range 
from rich maple to reddish 
bronze. 10-16" high. 


Kaen tor 95-75 postpaid gow 


GIPPLE’S GIFTWARE FG-11, 





DeLeon Springs, Fila. 








World's Finest 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


GRAND MERE NURSERIES 
Route 4, Niles, Michigan 




















390,000 families benefit from 
Flower Grower's helpful hints 














DON’T WAIT 
‘til disaster 
STRIKES ... 


install a STANDARD 
GREENHOUSE 
TEMPERATURE ALARM 


Don't depend on your power lines to warn you of 
impending disaster. Install one or several of these 
battery operated, “‘year-‘round’’ Greenhouse tem- 
perature alarms and feel completely safe. 

Non-ferrous metal construction, insulated wir- 
ing, platinum contacts, non-breakable crystal, 
locking device, chromium plated case. Scale 
20°—100° F. Only $19.95 


See Your Dealer or Order Direct 











PHOTOGRAPH BY LAURIE WIENER 


Selecting a Christmas tree puts the entire family into a happy holiday spirit. 


When you 


HATEVER DECORATING PLANS 

\\/ you have for your Christmas 

tree, a good tree is of prime 
importance. 

What makes a good tree? Consider 
these six basic points: 1) needles that 
do not drop readily; 2) good green 
color; 3) symmetrical shape with full 
bottom branches and a good top; 4) 
branches stiff enough to support lights; 
5) good pine aroma. 

What kind of a tree is best? Ninety 
per cent of the Christmas trees sold 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN J. SIMPKINS 


Make certain an Underwriters Approval 
Tag is attached to all new lights you buy. 
There are lights with clips attached to 
sockets for easy fastening to the tree. 
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are either balsam fir, Douglas fir, black 
spruce, Eastern red cedar, white 
spruce, Scotch pine, Southern pine, 
white fir or Norway spruce. In the 
East balsam, Douglas fir, white spruce 
and Scotch pine are the.most popular. 
In the Mid-South long-needled pine is 
the favorite and in the far West firs 
and cypress are predominant. 

As firs make the best trees and are 
most common, learn how to recognize 
them. Examine the needles. They are 
flat and spaced out along the stems, 


Check all lights and repair with electri- 
cal tape any frayed or broken insulation. 
If there are many frayed wires, it is 
best to discard the string and buy new. 





Living Christmas Trees 


Indoors 


e Nurserymen in sections of the 
country where pines and spruces 
grow dig up and ball shapely 
specimens and sell them, usually 
in a bushel basket, for indoor 
decorating. They are a good buy. 
Trim them with lights and orna- 
ments but keep the soil moist. 
After the holidays plant your tree 
outdoors, being careful to protect 
it from the wind. If the ground 
is frozen, store the tree in a cold 
garage or cool sun porch until the 
ground can be worked in spring. It 
will develop into a beautiful lawn 
tree if you keep it well watered and 
heavily mulched the first summer 
it is on its own outdoors. 

For four successive years I have 
dug up the same 4-foot Norway 
spruce, used it in the living room 
for Christmas and then returned 
it to my garden. Admittedly, it 
doesn’t grow much each year, but 
it is still green and most attractive. 

—J.R. R. 











choose a Christmas tree 


not in clusters. When the needles are 
pulled off they leave smooth, oval 
scars. 

Spruce, most easily confused with 
fir, is widely sold. It is not good in- 
doors as it sheds rapidly. Recognize 
it by the prickly needles which are 
square in cross section and leave small 
projecting stumps when pulled from 
the main stem. 

Size is the next consideration. Know 
the height of your room so you won't 
purchase an oversized tree. 


Steady the tree with a cord or wire 
fastened near the top and attached to 
a nearby window frame or moulding. 
This precaution will prevent accidents. 





You can add a branch if one has broken 
off or there are bare spots. Bore a hole 
(above); insert a branch taken from a 
place where it will not be missed. If 
the fit is loose (below), use glue or wedge 
in a few slivers of wood. 


To assure freshness, check before 
buying by bouncing the butt end of 
the tree on the ground. If needles fall 
reject it. When you get home cut a 


1-inch diagonal slice from the stump 
and peel back the bark. Place in a 
pail of cold water and add a cup of 
sugar. Keep outdoors and sprinkle 
branches each day with water until 
you bring it indoors. 

Fireproofing is a safeguard. No 


completely fireproof material is 
known, but dipping or spraying with 
waterglass helps. To nine parts of 
waterglass (available at drugstores) 
add one part water plus a teaspoon 
of detergent per quart of mixture.® 


seg 


Water should be checked daily in the 
reservoir of the tree stand. Ample 
water will help keep the tree fresh 
and delay the dropping of the needles. 


Gift Plants for Christmas 


[From Pace 35] holds true for the 
popular Christmas- or Jerusalem- 
cherry and Christmas-pepper. 

Wax begonias (Begonia semper- 
florens) and large-leaved, winter- 
blooming begonias, on the other hand, 
are undemanding house plants which 
should give years of satisfaction if 
grown at temperatures of 60° to 70°. 
Many large-leaved varieties are suit- 
able for north and west windows. 

The florist’s primroses, the Chinese 
primrose (Primula sinensis), the fairy 
primrose (P. malacoides) and P. ob- 
conica, shouldn’t be forgotten. These 
dainty, winter-blooming varieties re- 
main in blossom for weeks on end if 
kept at a temperature of 50° to 60°; 
higher temperatures are death to them. 
Primroses need plenty of moisture but 
little sunshine. 

Foliage plants suitable for cool 
rooms include such pleasing species as 
the holly-fern, with its glossy, broad, 
prickly leaves; maranta or prayer 
plant, with light-green, purple-blotched 
leaves which fold at night; and the 
many handsome house ivies, from the 
tiniest miniatures to the large-leaved 
crested and variegated sorts. These 
species make sensible gifts for those 
who want long-lasting green foliage 
plants for average home conditions. 

Precocious spring-flowering bulbs 
such as daffodils, tulips and lilies-of- 
the-valley can often be found at the 
florist shop at Christmas time. They 
are delightful harbingers of the com- 
ing spring; but to keep them blooming 
at their best they should be placed in 
a very cool sunroom or bay window. 

Tender bulbs of amaryllis, gloriosa- 
lily or veltheimia are good choices for 
the avid gardener, who may wish to 
start them himself, later bringing them 
into bloom. Or you may prefer to pot 
the bulbs up yourself and then present 
them already well on their way toward 
flowering. 

Warm, sunny rooms are preferred 
for a few house plants. Most popular 
of these for Christmas-giving is the 
poinsettia, which requires sunshine and 
65° to 75° of warmth; it must not be 
placed in a draft. In addition to the 
red varieties most commonly seen, 
lovely shrimp-pink or creamy-white 
varieties are also available. 

African-violets like rather warm, 
humid conditions. But don’t give one 
to a non-gardener unless you want her 
to embrace a new hobby, for the cul- 
ture of African-violets seems to be al- 
most irresistible. They should be 
watered moderately with lukewarm 
water (cold water spots the leaves). 

Shrimp-plant (Beloperone guttata), 
while not as showy as a poinsettia, will 
produce its chartreuse and shrimp- 
pink bracted sheaves of bloom the year 


around. It likes a sunny window and 
should be pruned back occasionally. 

Succulents and cacti, which bloom 
cheerfully at Christmas time and best 
endure dry, warm (60° to 75°), sunny 
or partly sunny locations, include: 
crown-of-thorns (Euphorbia  splen- 
dens), with its blood-red bracted flow- 
ers produced throughout the year and 
its bizarre, thorny silhouette; Kalan- 
choe coccinea, with its clusters of red, 
star-shaped blossoms produced over 
a long period in midwinter; and that 
good old stand-by, Christmas cactus, 
producing fuchsia-red blossoms in pro- 
fusion during the Christmas season. 
Christmas cactus is one of those long- 
lived plants which, as it is passed on 
from mother to daughter, grows big- 
ger and more floriferous each year. 

Dish gardens of spiny cacti and 
small succulents are a good choice for 
busy executives, who flit in and out of 
their over-heated city apartments, But 
if the desert plants are combined with 
small, humidity-loving foliage plants 
such as peperomias and pothos, the life 
expectancy of the garden is limited. 

Patience plant (/mpatiens Holsti) 
is one of our favorites but it is not 
easy to find in the florist shop. Most 
gardeners who are growing it obtained 
their plant from slips or seeds. The 
patience plant produces phlox-like 
blossoms the year around in shades of 
blush, shrimp, rose and _ brick-red. 
The soft leaves are light green and the 
stems are succulent. The plants will 
flower indoors in the winter; later they 
may be planted in window boxes where 
they will bloom all summer. The 
patience plant likes sunshine, moderate 
warmth and plenty of moisture. 

Little or no direct sunshine and 
moderate warmth of 60° to 75° is well 
suited to tropical foliage plants. 
Among these are many species whose 
striking silhouettes make them espe- 
cially suitable for the friend who has 
just completed decorating her home 
in the contemporary manner. These 
species include: the Swiss-cheese plant 
(Monstera deliciosa), with very large 
glossy, perforated leaves; the dieffen- 
bachias, whose thick stems bear large, 
elongated, striped, spotted or varie- 
gated leaves; the familiar angular 
Chinese evergreen (Aglaonema sim- 
plex), which grows equally well in soil 
or water; and that easy-going house 
vine, Philodendron oxycardium (P. 
cordatum), whose heart-shaped leaves 
twine over almost every mantelpiece in 
America. All of these species like 
plenty of moisture and a humusy, well- 
drained soil; they can endure a situa- 
tion with a limited amount of light. 

Next month FLOWER GROWER will 
give hints on caring for your Christmas 
gift plants.® 





Flower Grower’s General Store 
C h = t 1 IMPORTED CHRISTMAS STAR! Insert an 
r | fy m G Ss : : electric bulb and light twinkles through tiny 


openings, creating a beautiful effect. For 
year ‘round use. Red, blue or turquoise 
spattered with metallic silver glitter. 23” 


when opened. $1.00 ppd., set of 3, $2.75. 


S$ rs oO p Pe r n g f Swedish Crafts, FG-12, = Kan. 
Section... 
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Gifts for everyone .. by Erna W. Cass 
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GAY CHRISTMAS LANTERNS delightfully 
decorative for indoors or out. Rich green 
plastic, each side portrays different Christmas 
design against red panels. 8” high by 42” 
square. $3.00 nlus 25¢ postace for 2 lan- 
terns with cords and bulbs. Elron Products, 
FG-12, 225 West Erie St., Chicago 10, Il. 





DANCE. BALLERINA, DANCE in your SHEFFIELD “GOURMET CARVER” has HANGING GARDEN will be a joy to the 
ittle house of plastic. Made in Germany. world-famous “Friar” cutting edge—176 cut- indoor gardener. Smooth, sturdy, natural 
‘se it as paperweight or as an —- ting edges on its 8” self-sharvening, stainless wood Fe aad has brass chain ready for hang- 
. unique stocking — $1.00 ppd. Q. T steel blade. It glides through meat without 3 long, 8” high, width adjusts up to 
Novelty Co., FG-12, O. Box gf Murray squeezing out juice. ppd. 9” “‘Captain’s $3. 95 ppd. Plants not included. Stern's 
Hill Station, New Yori 16. N. Y. Carver,” $8.00. World Wide Industries, ThA FG-12, Geneva, 

FG-12, 123 Mercer St., New York. 
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VASE STANDS resembling Chinese teak- GENE AUTRY GUITAR easy-playing. Just BLESS THIS HOUSE, OH LORD.” a 

wood will add distinction to your flower press button and strum away. Chords auto- heart-warming prayer richly embossed on 

arrangements, ornaments, bowls, vases, etc. matically formed. Play by numbers or by — brass, makes this unusual decorative 

$1.00 ea.. 2 for $1.50 plus 10¢ postage. Blue ear. Full-sized baritone with metal tone plaque OA er welcome in everv home. 

Ribbon Flower Holder Co., FG-12, Box 214, keys. 36” long, 12” wide. With carrying case BY" x 11 $2.25 ppd. Jeanne Shop, FG- 

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. $10.00 ppd. Johnson Smith & Co., FG-12, 12, 504 Richey Ave., West Collingswood, 
6615 East Jefferson Ave., Detroit 7, Mich. N. J. 
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CANDLE HOLDER e & y- Vase aay 


designed to serve a Hy 
brass finish. 67%” highs nsert I. -y- — 
and it’s a vase for a single bloom; removed 

it serves as a ope = holder. $1.65 
each or $3.00 pair, Windover Co., 
FG-12, Box 3033, oa, Ind. 





PETER PAN BELLS of solid brass, 6” high 
with a 2” bell at base, echoed by a small bell 
above. A beautiful little gift ioe bell collec- 
lectors, for dinner service or use as a holi- 
day decoration. $1.00 ppd. pay, Biddle 
Service, FG-12, Hawthorne 30, N. 

























ORNAMENTAL PLANT STANDS—refiect- 
ing Old South grandeur. Stands are of glossy 
white cast aluminum. Each has galvanized 


container. 23” lo + high, $15.95; 34” 
Soe 13” high, $19. Px a high, $23.95; 
x 29” high, $29.95 Moultrie Mfg. 


oo. FG-12, Moultrie, Ge 


WICKER SACHET BASKET filled with 3 
oz. of long-lasting fragrant French perfumed 
lavender or rose buds. Enough to make lots 
of dainty sachet pillows. Sturdy, well made 
re-usable basket is 942” tall. $1.55 tax incl. 
ppd. Downs & Co., FG-12, Evanston, Ill. 








ST. Mg aie the patron saint of birds, 
stands 9” Made of china, his deli- 
cate face he eautifully detailed in natural 
color; his cassock is brown. Surrounded by 
house plants, will give him a natural setting. 
$3.49 Agnestrong sig FG-12, 120 
Pearl , New York 5, N. 








HANDSOME SUNDIAL cast in bronze. 
Polished lettering, numerals and winged 
hourglass above inscription: “‘Let others tell 
of storms and showers, I'll only mark your 
sunny hours.” 7” in dia., $7.00; 9”, $11.00 
ppd. Max Schling Seedsmen, Inc., FG-12, 
538 Madison Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 





HANDMADF AFRICAN VIOLET JAR 
holds your favorite plants in each of the four 
Eom. Made of ceramic in glossy solid 
lack or white or mottled colors blended in 
shades of tan, blue, green, gray. 542” high. 
$2.65 ppd. Tinari Greenhouse, FG-12, Beth- 
ayres, Pa. 





MICKEY MOUSE & HIS FRIENDS—10 
king size, balloon-like toys, each almost 2 feet 
tall, in bright colors. Toss them up and 
yey always land on their feet. A swell gift 
or children! $1.00 ppd. Mother Hubbard's, 
FG. 12, 127 Lawton Ave., Lynn, Mass. 


CHRISTMAS CORSAGE. Lei the bells ring 
out for this joyous occasion! Assorted bril- 
liantly colored-acetate Christmas bells hung 
on gold cord make a lovely holiday decora- 
tion for your costume. Buy them for your 
friends, too! 75¢ ea. Curtiss oe, 
FG-12, Box 38, Hasbrouck Heights, N. 
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TOW-PULL will pull you out of snow, mud, 
or sand quickly. 12 feet of heavy 1%4” nylon 
webbing, fastens casily to bumpers with 
buckles; ideal for iadies driving alone. Prac- 
tical gift. $3.50 Ppa Walter ake, FG-12, 


16 Drake Bidg., rado Springs, Colo. 








SANTA TALKS to your child. He calls him 
by name, _ about bein oe about ne 
reindeer, etc., ending with chorus 

“Jingle Bells. Unbreakable plastic 78 RPM 
record can be used for years. $1.00 ppd. 
State child’s name or nickname. Dunkel & 

Sons, 1415-F. Foster Ave., Brooklyn, N. t 





PRESIDENTS ON PARADE! From Monaco 
an illustrated envelope postmarked “First 
Day of Issue’ bearing Monaco stamps hon- 
oring four American Presidents, together 
with 53 different U. S. and foreign 7 
of our Presidents. 50¢ ppd. H. E. Harris 
Co., FG-12, 2511 Transit, Boston, Mass. 
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Christmas 
Shopping 





Display Your Hobby 


The pendant bells in these unique ear- 
rings are the tiniest of red clay flower 
pots. Perfect in every detail and much 
lovelier than the photo. If you like un- 
usual earrings or if miniatures is your 
hobby, these are for you! A gift you and 
your friends will love and treasure. 
Order several pairs. Packed in plastic 
jewel box. Only $1.95 a pair postpaid, 
tax included. The Windover Co., Box 
3033, Evansville, Ind. 





1957 Home & Garden Calendar 


America’s most beautiful appointment 
book makes the perfect gift for all oc- 
casions. 65 magnificent new flower ar- 
rangements, including table settings and 
holiday decorations. 75% more writing 
space than other calendars. Every page 
has a section for notes; extra pages for 
gifts sent and received. 112 pages; boxed 
for mailing. $1.00 ppd. Send for free 
Flower Arrangement brochure. Dorothy 
Biddle Service, Hawthorne 36, N.Y. 











Saucy Pine Cone Birds 


“It is not only fine feathers that make 
fine birds” . . . These beautiful, fluttering 
little birds are handcarved and painted 
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An Orchid for Christmas 


Many varieties, colorful blooms! A 
rare orchid plant is the ideal gift for 
those who deserve a special gift. Re- 
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Rhododendrons, Hardy Azaleas 


The World’s finest varieties collected 
from European gardens. Hybrid Azaleas 
and Rhododendrons in brilliant colors. 




















from pine cones! The 14” by 2” birds member close friends and business asso- S 40,000 plants in 360 best named varieties 
are wired so that they may be easily at- ciates with a gift which will bring pleas- § to plant in your garden. All sizes, with 
tached to branches, twigs, etc. Tie them ure for months. SPECIAL HOLIDAY 3 well-established root systems, larger sizes 
on to your gift packages, Christmas tree, ~ OFFER: $5.85, $7.50, $10, $15 plants 4 budded for spring bloom. Reasonable 
pussy-willows, flowers. Imported. Gift { (plus ship. chgs. anywhere in U.S.). # _ prices, shipped to all parts of U. S. A. 
boxed. Six birds for $1.95 postpaid. Eastern ship. deadline Dec. 15. Acres of 2 Send 10¢ for complete catalog and plan 
Johnny Appleseed’s, Box 23, Beverly, Orchids, Rod McLellan Co., 1499 El S now. Irving B. Lincoln, 221 American 
ass. & Camino Real, So. San Francisco, Calif. rd Bank Bldg., Portland, Oregon. 
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Enjoy Foot Free Sleep 


A perfect gift—this BLANKET SUP- 
PORT neatly lifts covers for cozy foot 
free sleep—tensions vanish—you relax 
and sleep much better. Fits any bed with- 
out attaching. Arms fold flat during day. 
Also perfect for invalids, aged and arth- 
rithics. Enjoyed equally with sheets, 
blankets or electric blanket. Money Back 
Guarantee. Send only $3.98 plus 25¢ post- 
age to Better Sleep Inc., Dept. 431, New 
Providence, oe, 
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Alabaster Bird Bath 


A delightful Christmas gift for the 
flower arranger on your list! She'll 
adore this hand-carved genuine Italian 
alabaster bird bath with four removable 
birds perched on the rim which make 
interesting accessories. Or, any one of 
the many sizes makes an unusual plant- 
er, candy dish or ornament. 4” across, 
$2; 434” - $3; 6” - $4; 7” -$5; 84” - $7; 
914” - $10, ppd. The J. Orlando Co. Inc., 
FG-12, 2 Stone St., New York 4, N. Y. 
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Nicest Gift A Gardener Can Get! 


Lighten your “garden gear” with this 
multi-use tool. It’s LIFETIME GUARAN. 
TEED! Rugged, practically indestruct- 
ible, yet amazingly light—only 22 oz.; 
digs, hoes, cuts roots, pries rocks, 
trenches, edges; excellent for plant- 
ing seeds, bulbs or shrubs. 15-inch 
WEATHER-PROOF Hickory Handle. 
Attractively boxed for “gift-ing”. Order 
“RapiDigger—15”. $3.00 ppd. Mann Edge 
Tool Co., Lewistown 11, Pa. 
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For Flower Arrangers! 


Both beginners and experienced flower 
arrangers on your Christmas list would 
welcome a gift of a BLUE RIBBON 
(hairpin type) Flower Holder and vase 
stands. Non-rusting, the holders securely 
hold large or small stems at any angle. 
If not available locally, send $2.00 plus 
25¢ postage for a large holder and $1.50 
for two vase stands. Blue Ribbon Flower 
Holder Co., FG-12, Box 214, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio. 
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Insulated Prefab Greenhouse 


This spacious 10’x14’ fully prefabri- 
cated greenhouse is completely insulated 
from ground to ridge for easy heating in 
winter and coolness in summer, with 
TWINGLAS in roof and sides. Price, 
insulated $556.40. Not insulated $428.50. 
No puttying, only a few bolts to tight- 
en for erection. We build all sizes, both 
lean-to and free standing and pay all 
freight over $45. Redfern’s Prefab 
Greenhouses, Mulino, Ore. 
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Exquisite Butterfly Set 


Made by the fine jewelry craftsmen of 
Venice, Italy. Hand-fashioned butterflies 
are spun from sterling silver, delicately 
tinted with silvery blue and gold—cre- 
ations of rare beauty. Pin 1%” wide, 
$5.50; earrings, $3.95; magnificent brace- 
let 714”, $16.50. Complete set in velvet 
box, $24.00 ppd., tax incl. Add 35¢ for 
speedy air dely. Money Back Guar. if not 
delighted. Alpine Imports, FG-1, 505 
Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
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Swedish Candle Holders 


IMPORTED FROM SWEDEN are 
these beautiful and versatile candle 
holders. Their exquisite leaf form is bor- 
rowed right from nature and they are 
done in solid, gleaming brass with tradi- 
tionally fine Swedish craftsmanship. Slip 
in glass tubes (included) and they be- 
come graceful bud vases that glorify the 
loveliest flower. 944” across 44” high. 
$3.50 pair, ppd. House of Scandinavia, 
1400 Orkla Drive, Minneapolis, Minn. 








Orchids In Bud — Now! 


CYPRIPEDIUM ORCHIDS IN BUD 
(2) best to grow in the home: SPECIAL 
$6.75 ea., 3 plants $16.50, ppd. CYMBID- 
TUM ORCHIDS (1) railing size, 
SPECIAL $8.95 ea.; 3, $24. Labeled 
Cymbidium back bulbs. 2 for $5.50. 
CYMBIDIUM & CYPRIPEDIUM 
(flowers last 6-8 wks.) are Best Corsage 
Orchids. Order Now. FREE illus. litera- 
ture. Sherman Orchid Gardens, F-126, 
Grand & Gladstone, Glendora, Calif. 
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Strutting Roosters! 


Champion gamecocks serve a dual pur- 
pose—one carries salt & pepper shakers 
and the other oil & vinegar cruets. Beau- 
tifully glazed ceramic decorated in 
shades of blue, rose and brown with 
brilliant red cockscombs and brightly 
hued fantails. 6” tall. Smart, practical, 
yet inexpensive! $2.95 set, ppd. Buy a set 
for yourself and others for gift giving. 
Jeanne Shop, 504 Richey Ave., West 
Collingswood, N.J. 
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Show Off Christmas Cards! 


Santa’s “Reindeer Express” takes on 
a load of your prettiest Christmas cards, 
and holds them up for everyone to see. 
Dancer, Prancer, Donder, Blitzen and 
sled are made of gold-flecked black 
wrought iron. 40” long overall, has 6 
hook-on rods to show off 144 cards. Won- 
derful way to make your cards part of 
your holiday decorations. $2 ppd. Max 
Schling Seedsmen, 538 Madison Avenue, 
Dept. 635-D, New York 22, N.Y. 
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St. Francis Shrine Bird Feeder 


A gift which will give a garden lover 
year ‘round enjoyment watching birds 
swoop down to the food spread at be- 
nevolent St. Francis’ feet. Crafted on the 
shores of Lake Michigan from weathered 
Northern Wisconsin Cedar in a finish re- 
sembling driftwood. The 12” original 
figure in the 18” feeder was designed ex- 
clusively for this weather resistant shrine. 
Complete, $16.50 postpaid. Everson’s Gift 
Shop, 225 E. Walnut St., Green Bay, Wis. 








New Flight Deck For Wild Birds 


Now complete with bird bath pool, 
Flight Deck lures wild birds to your win- 
dow—you feed them without going out- 
doors! Attaches to sill without tocls. 
Turns children, shut-ins, everyone into 
armchair bird watchers. 1744” x 1544” 
green weatherproof duralon; has perch 
rails, feeding stick, 4 seed wells, drink- 
ing and bird bath pool. Gift packed. 
$7.95 ppd. 2 for $14.95. Duncraft, Dept. 
12F, Penacook, N. H. 
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Violetree—It’s New! 


Delightful Xmas gift for African Violet 
and other plant hobbyists. VIOLETREE 
is of sturdy steel construction 5414” high, 
25” in circumference and 21” from floor 
to first arm. Arms revolve. Durable black 

lastic cups hold 2 or 3” pots. Will not 
Teak. Antique black or silver color finish. 
21 cups $22.95; 25 cups, $24.95 postpaid. 
Immediate shipment. Free color catalog. 
Tinari Greenhouses, Dept. FG, Beth- 
ayres, Pa. 





The Floracart 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available: 3 Tray, 
(without light fixtures) $52.50; 2 Tray 
(without light fixtures) $41.50. Practical 
sturdy aluminum tubing guaranteed con- 
struction. Large capacity water tight trays 
19” x 49”. Ball bearing wheels. Write for 
literature and additional information on 
new accessories being offered. Tube 
Craft Inc., Dept. D, 1950 West 114th St., 
Cleveland 2, Ohio. 








Colonial Trivet Planter 


An attractive and unique Colonial type 
trivet distinctively designed as a planter 
in which to display a single specimen 
African Violet or other house plant. Also 
may be used as a container to hold a 
small flower arrangement. Black cast 
aluminum with white pot. Only $1.00 
postpaid. A smart, practical, yet inex- 
pensive gift! Buy several! Moultrie Mfg. 
Co., FG-12, Moultrie, Georgia. Send 10¢ 
for catalog of other beautiful gifts. 


The Gift For A Gardener 


SOAKEZE Multiple Plant Waterer 
soaks 5 separate shrubs up to 24 feet 
apart at one time without waste of water. 
Grow finer shrubs and flowers. SOAK- 
EZE attaches to your garden hose—brass 
hose connection, 5 branching lines of 
gleaming green plastic tubing (total 51 
feet). Light, durable. Guaranteed satis- 
factory. Complete unit only $4.95 post- 
paid. Gift wrapped. Jons Mfg. Co., Dept. 
D-6, Saint Matthews, S. C. 





Aboo’s Radioactive Supplement 


This is the first RADIOACTIVE source 
material for use with plant food for 
house plants. An easy and clean way to 
give your plants an extra boost! Simply 
place one capsule in soil near plant and 
water. Try this modern means of increas- 
ing plant growth and adding vitality to 
your favorite house plants. 15 capsules 
for $1.00 postpaid. C. & K. Enter- 
prises, 3435 N. E. Broadway, Portland 13, 
Oregon. 








Give Orchid Plants From Hawaii 


Exciting gift for a pampered friend, or 


for your own collection . finest Ha- 
waiian-bred Vanda hybrid orchids! Ex- 
otic crosses, all different, to flower in 6 
mos. to 1 yr. With growing instructions, 
two plants airmailed for $15; 4 for $22.50. 
U. S. Govt. inspected, guaranteed safe 
shipment. Send order via airmail with 
check, M.O. or cash. List on request. 
Member Honolulu Chamber Commerce. 
Aloha-Aire, Box 1408, Honolulu, T. H. 
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Makes The Soil Better 


W-W Compost Grinder has inter- 
changeable rollers and grinding screen 
to let you shred organic matter properly 
for composting or mulch as well as grind 
fine enough for potting soil and top dress- 
ing. Rejects unwanted material. $189.50 
complete with 2% h.p. recoil starter 
B & S engine or $133.50 less engine and 
belt guard, f.o.b. Wichita. Terms usually 
arranged. Send for literature. W-W 
Grinder Corp., Dept. G, Wichita, Kansas. 








YOU WILL ENJOY 
Perfect AFRICAN VIOLETS 


With a Fluorescent GROWING LAMP you grow 
lovely plants from cuttings to full bloom under 
one modern setting. No need for window light 
with this lamp. Top in leaf green or iron black. 
Aluminum legs—height 14’’—plant area 16''x28"’. 


Complete (West of 
with tube $12.75 ppd. Miss. add 50¢) 


al HOUSE 33, WILSON, N. ‘I 
Free Literature 


FLOWER GROWER 























31 103375 ppd. 
6 tor 750 poe. 


RUSHED FROM HOLLAND 
FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTING! 


Delightful touch of spring to give or 
ee: Our pick-of-the-crop Hyacinth 
ulbs—each as big as an orange. Out of 
- 1000 bulbs we find only 5 or 6 of this 
rare jumbo size. Fach produces 40 or 
more perfect flowers on a spike—often 
grows 2 spikes. This special variety 
thrives indoors in water—without soil 
or muss. Guaranteed to burst into mag- 
nificent bloom in 60 to 90 days. Each 
with specially designed transparent bowl. 
Soft Pink, Sky Blue, Sunshine Yellow, 
Snow W bite, Bright Red, Deep Blue 
ORDER BY MAIL NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 
i rs — Send Check or M. O 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Returned 


Stern's Nurseries 


Dept. G, Geneva, New York 




















we ‘ i ALL PPD. 
Make Such Gay Gifts 

And Festive Decorations 
What gift could be more in keeping with 
Yuletide tradition than real live holly trees! 


What could look more charming in your own 
home at the holiday season! 


Our pretty little trees have shiny deep green 
leaves and bright red artificial berries. They 
come in attractive 2%” fibre pots specially 
decorated in Christmas red and green. Enjoy 
i them indoors all through the holidays, then 
; plant them outdoors and keep right on 
enjoying them! 
Order by Mail Now For Christmas 
Send Check or Money Order 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Sterns Nurseries 
_—_— Grove G * GENEVA, NEW YORK 
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Here's The Ideal Gift For Plant Lovers— 


give this lovely antique-crafted 


WROUGHT IRON 


PLANTER 


Holds 18 plants on gleaming 
copper drip pans. 


@ 60-in. high, 42-in. wide, extends 
10-in. from wall. 


@ Heavy wrought iron construction — 
will not tilt or tip. 


@ Easily erected without tools 


Beautify your home — have garden loveliness 
| indoors all year ‘round. Or place against 
_ patio wall or on porch during summer. Gives 
plants plenty of air and light for thriving. 
Stand revolves on base for sunning plants. 
Finished in wrought-iron black. Holds stand- 
ard size pots (pots and plants not included). 
Order today on manay- -back guarantee. No 
C.O.D.'s. | 

Save $15.50 on this $45.00 value 


$29? 





Factory to you 
price only 


f.o.b. 
30 Milwaukee 


13 © 4711 Electric Avenue * Milwaukee 14, Wisconsin 








=— Lifetime Gift for 
FLOWER LOVERS 


The All-Stee! Vio Holda 


PLANT STAND 


a. heavy gauge all-stee! weld- 
40” high. Will not tilt or tip. 
totes 11 plants, 10 on revolving 
arms extending evtward 6” to 12” 
from center shaft. Arms mov- 
able to any position to en- 
hance beauty of display and 
allow even son and air expo- 
sure. Light weight. Easily dis- 
mantied for cleaning. Antique 
black. white or green enamel! 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY 
Only $14.95 
$1. for packing and post- 
age ($2.00 for Canada). 
Specify color desired, Send 
eheck or money order. Im- 
mediate shipment. Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed or money 
back, Circular on request. 











NO TIP 
NO TILT 


NEW FLUORESCENT 
PLANT LAMP 
Fits all Vio Moite plant sone, 
lowers with cool, benefi 






Erowth. 
of dark 
\e Installed in 


chase is 13” at y ° 
at top. 6” deep. Uses 22 watt, 
8%” Circline fi t 





Monaco .. . unique set of 
postage stamps picturing famous film 
i Kelly, the glamorous new Princess . . . 
generous collection of valuable, 
postage stamps — giant 
pictorials, many others. 
picturing the fascinating dream 
Verne; racing trai aoe, mammoth 
wild animals, etc. Other 
your free atten “een 
Guide: § Big Catalog of more than 
Send [0c to help cover mailing costs. 
are Limited . . . ACT NOW! 
2767 Transit Boston 17, 


DECEMBER 1956 





uoresce! 
tu ihade, without 
—= 50. aight tube $2.95 
stand and plant Pa 


= 

postage. Plant 

$20.4: -45; ith 22 watt tube "332. 40. Add $1. for packing 
postage. Specify color w. 


4 VIO HOLDA Manufacturing Co.Inc. 5 


Box 915 Dept. 10-D6é Topeka, Kan. 





Save Time—Save Work 
Shop General Store 
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Fastens to sill inside or 
slip the flange 


So easy to use. 
without screws or nails. Merely 


between the window and the sill and you have a 
sturdy 6 inch shelf on which to place decorative 
plants, flower boxes, household aids, etc. Protects 
woodw from water rings, stains and nail holes. 

i may be left open, losed, or locked. Made 
of rigid steel with rolled edges and finished in a 
glossy, durable, hite enamel Size 23” 
long " wide, Price 1. ped. No C.O.D.'s, 
Please. or refunded if not del 

rite FREE Gift log. 














for 
LAURIE & CO. Dept. Fa-1 
S07 Sth Ave., New York 17, N.Y. 








The Perfect Gift! 





.. Membership 
In The 
PLANT of 
the MONTH 
CLUB 


Here ts the YEAR "ROUND 
GIFT. Thrills and beauty every 
month for your loved ones. 


Every month they will receive (1) a selection of won- 
derful and unusual plants or bulbs chosen by plant 
experts; (2) complete planting instructions; (3) in- 
teresting history of flower; would cost many times more 
in shops. LOVELY LILY-OF-VALLEY (illustrated) 
will be their first selection. GUARANTEED to bloom 
im 21 days. GIFT CARDS will be sent bearing your 
name. 


SURPRISE BONUS for first 1,000 new members. FULL 
Bo book, “How To Grow 


SIX MONTHS MEMBERSHIP $6.00 
FULL YEAR WITH BONUS BOOK $12.00 


T plant of the Month Club ? 


Dept. M-50, Des Moines ’, lowe 
Gentlemen: | 
I 
| 


Here is my check or mor > 
6 months, [1] $12.00, one. 





persons named on attac'}: 4 card 
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Flower: Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISIN 





RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$15.00 
per single insertion, $42.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 
insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Closing date 
18th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH 
ORDER. No discount w agencies. Address: Flower Grower, 


Classified Dept . 99 N. Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. 





African Violets 





SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 11. eee iotte- 





log contains vaiuable cultural advice. FR MRS. 
JENNIE SPOUTZ, 34309 Moravian By Fraser, 
Michigan 

SEED—Named varieties cross pollinated, $2.00. Kit 


containing Seed, Germinating Mix and our new plastic 

Seed Flat, $3.00. Sugeeuestene included. Catalog Free. 
KRAUSE’'S African Violet NURSERY, 11823 Christo- 
pher, Inglewood, falifornia 


AMERICA’S FINEST—Beautiful color catalogue free on 
request. See our ad page 15. FISCHER GREENHOUSES, 
Dept. C.F., Linwood, New Jersey 


OLD AND NEW AFRICAN VIOLET LEAF COMBINA- 
TION Red lady. Sir Lancelot, Shine Boy, and Pink Cele- 
brity all for $1.00. Boxes insulated for winter shipping. 
New Catalogue. NORTON PLANT SHOP, Norton, Mass. 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS—‘PINK TWIST,” new, 
dainty, different. Circular for particulars, please. THE 
SELECT VIOLET HOUSE, Box 1444, Youngstown, Ohio 














African Violet Books 





THEONEX AFRICAN VIOLET BOOK by Esther Gray- 
son just published. How to grow better African Violets 
and make them bloom in your home. Methods of culture 
and propagation. Fully itlustrated. $1. postpaid. HYDRO- 
PONIC CHEMICAL COMPANY, Box 97 Copley, Ohio 





African Violet Potting Soils 





STERILIZED POTTING SOIL made with flaky leafmold 
aan Mer ter — not pack. iS ar 


$2.25, = 
WINDOVER. Box 3033, 8 India 





African Violet Rooting Powder 





ENRICH-ALL roots African Violet leaves faster. Packet 
25e enin. 4 packets $1.00 with FREE 7 piece plastic 
oH ee EVELYN JAMES, Box A. Davisburg, 
Michigan 


Baby Evergreens 


Creeping Violet 





BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas, Rhododendrons. 
Flowering shrub, Blueberries. Catalog Free. GIRARD 
BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio. 





LAWN UPKEEP IRKSOME? Substitute hardy, fragrant 
evergreen, European, dense, Creeping Violet! Dollar packet 
Currency. Twelve dollars i SS Sow OUTDOORS NOW! 
MRS. W. A. HALDY, R. R. No. 3, Brunswick, Ohio 





Begonias 





AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN plus cultural bulletin and seeds, to —_ 
new member for 50. Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, 
Angeles 54. Calif 





Business Opportunities 





FLORIST FOR SALE at Port Arthur, Texas. Netted 
$9,600.00, first six months this year. For particulars write. 
AMERICAN REALTY COMPANY, P.O. Box 1156, Port 
Arthur, Texas. 





FREE FOLIO ‘'$5.000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited’ 
Work home-spare time! No merchandise, equipment, 100 
other homework businesses! HAYLINGS-FG6, Carlsbad. 
California 





enew Thentes at home—profitable—fascinat: 
a 


to California. NO GREENHOUS eee 
qeous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, etc. Successful home grower 
shows you how. Full details FREE. FLOWERLA:‘ 


100 So. Vermont, Los Angeles 4, Calif. 





GROW EXPENSIVE HERBS FOR US! Big profits. 
Home—Business of your own. Year around profitunity! We 
supply everything necessary! Send for FREE RARE 
SEEDS AND es PLAN. NATIONAL HERB 
EXCHANGE, Dept. G, Gardena, California 


LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & 
Start your own business, part or full time. Many good 
paying positions open. Earn while learning. Send for 
FREE Book, NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE, 
hao F-126-C, 310 8. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles 48, 
alif. 





FLORISTRY. 











Crotons 
CROTONS ... FANCY potted varieties . . . 12 for 
$10.00. Also many tropical plants, citrus, fruit, palms 
. write for catalogue. BILL HOFMANN NURSERY, 
2160 N.W. 79th St., Miami, Ploriaa 
Cypress Knees 
ODD, GROTESQUE, BEAUTIFUL Cypress Knees; 


decorations, conversation pieces, gifts. Six a $5.75. 
16 inches. GIPPLE’'S GIFTWARES, Leon 


to 
Springs, Florida 





Dahlias 





FOR OVER 25 YEARS specializing in the newest and 
best foreign and domestic Dahlias i realistic prices you 
can afford to pay. Our Free 1957 catalog offers many 
interesting economy bargains. Write today—OAKLEIGH 
GARDENS, Grand Rapids 4, Michigan 


DOWN THE DAHLIA PATH offers the finest*collection of 
newest world wide Dahlias. Large descriptive catalog. 
EMELENE M. COLE, 194 No. 9th, Coos Bay, Oregon 








Delphiniums 





WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Mum descriptive list 
and price folder. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, Box 85 North 
Salem, Indiana 





BE A LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR. Make $20. to $60. 
a day. Start with smaller projects and work into larger 
al Bg show you how. Easy-to-follow Home Study 
Cow Write for FREE Book. NATIONAL LAND- 
SCAPE INSTITUTE. th F-126-C 310 8. 

Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Cali 


MAKE MONEY sagwine | MINIATURE TREES on 
ur Window Sill. and Plan. NATIONAL 
TRSERY, Dept. F- On fe 4, California 


Robertson 





Evergreens 





Eveneasens. AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS, Hol- 

lies, Trees, Shrubs in baby sizes. Be your own nursery- 

—-. — catalog. GREEN. RIDGE NURSERY, Madison 
o 





African Violet Supplies 





AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots, insecticides, 
ores labels, wicking. Complete line. catalogue. NEIL 


ER, Penns Grove 2, New Jersey 





Agents Wanted 





a. Ry yf SMELLING BEADS. Sensational 
sellers. Big for you. Particulars free. MISSION, 
2328BD West. "Pico. Los Angeles 6, California 


“FOG STOP” WINDSHIELD CLOTH. Instantly removes 
blurry Mist, Frost, Sleet. Snow. eto. windshield fogging. 
ey sent on trial. KRISTEE CO., Dept. 105, Akron 
b 0 








Amaryllis 





IMPORTED ee te DUTCH HYBRID AMARYLLIS. 
Topsize. ared for early forcing. Flowers already in 
the bulb. MProdues a large cluster of marvelous flowers for 
Christmas or in January. Really out- ens. White, 
Orange, Red and Salmon. -$3.7 

Postpaid. We_ send instructions. - LEEG WATER “& 
SONS, 2809 Highway Avenue, Highland, Indiana 


AMERICAN HYBRID AMARYLLIS ~s 
y, blooming size. Mixed _ colors, 

larger selected in Gift. Box, $2.00 We nos +4 
PATE, Kissimmee 16, Florida 


poneteus. SPECTACULAR blooms indoors this winter 
fro AMARYLL! 8. 


imported 
WARMENHOVEN, VAN MEE 
and flowering MC CANN strain. JOHNSON BROS., 
P.O. Box 463. Bound Brook, New Jersey 





finest 
dozen. 
PHILIP 








Azaleas 





KNAP HILL AZALEAS from Surrey Le In many 
colourful ——- ae in in “catalogue for American 
Ga a p it. = nap Hi 


ai asians "packe'bo produ a 

sav to produce 250 

folage ae and from nN hE WILL NUR 

fo ae wi ° 
, Surrey, England 
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Cacti & Succulents 





CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS of the highest quality nur- 
sery grown plants are offered in our 1956 catalogue. 10¢ 
please. GATES CACTUS, INC., Box 247-A, Corona, 
California 


FREE CACTUS . . Three different rare flowering 
eactus, including begutiful Mexican Golden Ball. Send 
25¢ mailing charges. AUNT PAT, Edinburg 33, Texas 





Flower Arrangers Supplies 





CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower ar- 
rangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVIC, FG-57, Haw- 
thorne, New York 


CHRISTMAS WREATHS OF CALIFORNIA PINE 
CONES. Manzanita, Dried Flowers, Pods, Flower Ar- 
rangers Supplies. Free Catalog. Wholesale, Retail. 
DRUHE’S, Carmel Valley, California 








Chrysanthemums 





ys agg ha da FOR PLEASURE” by Ernest L. 
and Aleita H. t. Best book on Mums. Autographed, 
.00 per copy, postpaid. THE SCOTTS, 64 South 

Bogota. N.J. 





FLOWER ARRANGEMENT AND GARDEN SUPPLIES. 
Needlepoint holders, oasis, corsage supplies, pottery and 
accessories. Gladiolus bulbs, wholesale and retail. Free 

getaing. soEeAs GLADIOLUS GARDENS, Jordan 22, 
ew or 





UNUSUAL KITS. Dried Hawaiian & Native material. 
Nautral or sandblast gnarled Manzanita. Mail order Book- 
let, $1.00. Family a Book, .00. Price list with 
photos free. A. B. C. CRAFT, Box 217, Auburn, California 





Colchicine 





PREPARED BY A DRUGGIST. Amateur or Professional 
you will enjoy creating new varieties. Transform your 
violets or hobby plants into eon Use either Colchicine 
paste or solution. Bivestinn ns furnished $2.00 each 

No. €.0.D.’s. BROOKLANDS PHARMACY, 363 The 
Brooklands, Akron, Ohio 





Corsage Making Supplies 





THE BEST Corsage making materials are so inexpensive. 
Free illustrated catalog. ROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, 
Dept. FG-56, Hawthorne, New York 





Cottontail Repellent 





PROTECTS TREES, SHRUBS, —— all winter. 
Quart $1.75, paints, sprays 50 you trees. Gallon $5.75 
postpaid. F. R. BEAN COMPANY, "Beottsville, New York 


Geraniums 





234 CHOICE vane: Flowering Dwarf. Odd. Fancy 
leaved. Catalog l0c. HOLMES C. MILLER, 280 West 
Portola Avenue, Los Altos, California 


SPECIAL OFFER—12 Stron 
labeled each different. 8 Double 1 each Fancy 

af, Unusual Odd or Rare. Ivy Leaved, Scented Leaved. 
Free catalog. COOK'S GREENHOUSE, Dept. F, Sterl- 
ing, Kansas 





lants 
Zonals, 


prepaid $3.00 





Gladiolus 





GLADS. FROM HOLLAND. If you are interested in the 
t and most meritorious wladiol please ask ~~ oo 

list with prices. If, bes , also eats, 

dils, ete. are wanted, kindly mee 80. HEE MSKERK, 

c/o P. VAN DERUSEN, Sassenheim, Holland 





| ey Seco.ines are the greatest thrill. Seed 
Nov. ist. Bulb catalog January. Write—VEN- 
NARDS NURSERY, Box 394G, Sioux City, Iowa 


FLOWER GROWER 
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Zuer Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Greenhouses 





peowees, & x a. *. a. Built Greenhouse, every- 

thing ndation inel: me lass, 

$23 25.00 00 de ee NSTUMDI- BUILT GR USE CO., 
1304 8.W. Boones Ferry Road, Oswego, Oregon 





Hawiian Ti Plants 





HAWIIAN “TI” we J bs 4 each or 2 for 
MEMORY LANE CO., . Box 589, Auburn, Cal —_ 


Orchids, cont‘d 





SPECIAL OFFER ONE EACH Cattle idendrum, 
Oncidium blooming size $4.50.” Instruct re boule 





pemataree crewee. SEG S—8, 18, 50 kinds for 
es 2.00, $5.00 HOS? .ORCHID GROWERS, 
ee, Darjeeling. India 





OUR new AND LARGER Ley now available. Be- 
‘inners stock. Anthuri: 








Leathercraft 





FREE. Complete illustrated catalog, Leathercraft kits, 
supplies. J. C. LA N COMPANY, 820 8. Tripp, Dept. 
6570-L, Chicago 24, Illinois 





Ming Trees 





5 ASSORTED Teese for dwariing ~_ gem ag $2.00. 
Percnniels, evergree: trees, shrubs, ach. BART'S 
NURSERY. Fifth a. Fullerton, aA. 








PHOTO LAPS & QnASss. suqgetetins your own nega- 
tives, prints, color sli brochure. COAST 
O’MAINE STUDIO. Boothbay. "Harbor 12, Maine 


ST. arene nw ge A or Sage ag ready to 
hang plaque Original Met. $10. indoor, $12.00 
outdoor: Italian art a Mig . 
drawers, boxes, ete. 6 sheets $2.00; St. 


TUARY SHOP, Box 212, Cresco, Pa. 








Novelty Plants 





HOYAS—Carnosavariegatta, Exotica, Bella, Kangaroo 
Vine, Ghost Tree Ivy, Aucuba Goldiana. Any 3—$2.50, 
12—$9.00. WILSON’S (FG), R. 3, Austell, Georgia 





Nuts 





PECANS. Large selected nuts. Delivered 5 lbs. $3.50, 
10 Ibs. $6.50, 25 Ibs. $15.00. BREWTON & STYLES 
PECAN CO., Claxton, Georgia 





Of Interest To Women 





EARN $50 FAST sewing our precut products during spare 
time. $3.00 per hour possible. Information 3c. THOMP- 
SON'S, Loganville 13, Wisconsin 





Orchids 





WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T GROW ORCHIDS? $1.00 A 3} 
illustrated folder featuring ‘‘Black Orchid’’ on cover; 
22 articles on all phases Orchid care. Sowing seed to 
making corsages; dividing, repotting ta to propagating 
back bulbs, Easy to understand. No technical double- 
talk. Your Orchid Folder expands to make room for more 
articles and listings sent periodically. DANIEL RYER- 
SON--FLORIDA GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, Home- 
stead, Florida 





40 DIFFERENT NAMED ey hd ORCHIDS—-$25.00; 
Bulbs per hundred: Eucharis—$15.00: G. Rothschildiana— 
$15.00: Seeds: D. Gerbera—$3.00 “Ficces free. J. N. & 
Bros., Kalimpong, India 





(3 ORCHID gi $5:50 id. One blooming: 12 

to bloom in months. Novelty, ‘‘everblooming’’ reds, 

yellows, pinks, van Instructions included. Orchid booklet 

nae PRESNER, Box 4550-F, Coral Gables, 
jorida 








CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: Freshly collected blooming age- 
size cattleyas. epidendrums, laelias, oncidiums, odonto- 





glossums, 5 plants, our choice, with growi instructions 

$6.00 postpaid. Free List. TROPICAL PLANT COM- 

PANY, RR 1, Box 258-G, Laredo, 

— ORCHIDS at a Br . Year 
Maine to NO G OUSE, 

pn. th Commavas, ym home 


ete. 
grower shows you how. TREE SE full details, FLOWER- 
LAND, 100 So. Vermont, Los Angeles 4, Calif. 





ORCHIDS Sveaieiwme, glante, seedli on back 
bulbs. ne vai swEt lants 4 
FERN H WAIAN. ‘NURS Y, oust Avalon Bivd Ww 


mington, ‘California 


DECEMBER 1956 








g ‘ums in Sparrow ‘raps 
HOUSE OF ORCHIDS, Pompton Plains, New Jersey 
= Se gon oo 
HAWAIIAN Bg gy ORCHIDS — Bpidendrum, Hy- Dow ¢ peg ey 3 Caving ge oie 
easies ise to Free , = 
shmost cateapeasly oo each perfect little orchid oy Ry an Box 7921 yg ene. 
ideal boutonniere. (A stem lasts for in cut flower ar- : = 
) Colors: red, geranium — 1 
= e, bul *- 35.00, 12 a $9.00 "slants : Moss 
, plants D 
shipped in bud or bloom. NUN’S ORCHID — Phaius Sphagnum 
See en. Anybody can grow them. Grow in soil and 
-_ t like any L~ ay howe lant. Rn ne 8 te 
ronze star- soms on S ee is ee oss. Shalit = 
Easter. Look for the little ig vag i cuttings. Peek ck #1. ei 3230 


duced from fewer. & through 
Nun in the flower, .95 each. Complete qoouing instrue- 
ite for —e Shi oped prepaid anywhere 
the U. BA ey efunded not satisfied, Perfect 
Holiday ifts. THE ORCHID PATIO, Lao N. T9th 
reet, fami, Florida, Reference: Miami of 

= 





Cattleya $4.50 each, three for $12.90. desired 
25 = edditional 


Re! RED . 
BENDLE. 613 1 Fifth dvenss Building. Moline, Illinois 


GROW Fig pee | IN yous ry Bane size 
in 





Orchids & Double Gerbera 





50 DIFFERENT by te ¥ Spemee Air ng = for $65.00. 
50 different named G t Double Gostene. 


_ ~: for 
$40.00. BULBS—G sa Rothschildiana Eucharis 


mazonica $15.00. . oo? a Malt toltus $35.00. 
Foe we oss per Zeph: Grandi- 
$15. » *- ete. ORCHID IMPORT 
EXPORT al dnneue 
A Seeveenee SHOWY ORCHIDS ert Air pre- 
fferent double $35.00, 


Gerbera Air prepaid. 
nts’ N. *PRADHAN Kalimpong, India 





bushel $8.75, tpaid. Booklet THOMAS 
GARLAND, Pen Argyl, Pa. 








Strawberries 
RAYNER'S A ene pach od ng tf Aa Virus - 
Free. Foundation stock supplied by of Agri- 
culture. For the reproduction of Batter Bi Plants 


Rayner's New 
pl anting and culture 
licious fruits. Send for 
eum Salisbury 7. Maryland. 


for ‘armer 

Cata gives all information. — 

met Easy to grow 
copy today. RAYNER B 





STRAWBERRIES are ideal family income seen 
tenth acre yields 650-900 4 Allen's — ick 
tells best varieties and How Grow 

Write today. W. F. ALLEN CoMPaNY. | 12 West Pine 
Street, Salisbury, Maryland 








STRAWBERRIES—Piant Superfection for berries on 
year. New methods with ‘ive 
— aes s 1957 ces Book describes orierics— 


best 
Write W. F. ALLEN comM- 
PANY. | 12 I Weet Pine , Salisbury, Maryland 





Pansy Plants 


Trees & Shrubs 





aoe kn onres GtANy. Dwr: colors, field grown. Post- 

50—$2. 60—$3.00, 1,000—$20.00. Steele's wy 
ieneden Giants, 50—$3.00, 100—$5.00, 500—$20 
—_= +A a Ss — price = Steele's. We © mek te 
showt ¢ middle of October. RAGSDALE’S 
PANSY. "BARDEN. ie W. 5th, Tyler, Texas. 





PANSY PLANTS—Husky ae — Su fang Giants, 
mixed colors, 50, $2.00; LEE'S 
PANSIES, Rt. 1. Box oo iy 


Primroses 





pevernine peaureru. HAPPENS WHEN ves 
LET MROSES have fling with spri in 


shedier. Gate of your gordon, wen’s world- ) ag 
big. hardy, al silver-dollar loom 

late winter the spring in shade and tint 

of true blue, pi: Imon, coral, violet, lavender, a. 

orange, scarlet, . Al — Beauty, » » 

y - 

EE trans 


ee, cocoa and te. 
plants, fall and spring 4 . ni 
Write for handsomely illustrated. informative book-cata- 
(free), as charmingly different as the many hardy 
Primroses it presents. BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Oregon 








PRIMROSES IN BLUE, YELLOW, PINK, LAvegneen. 
FLAME, sunset blends. Introductory Hlections. 
—, HILLS BAYLOR, Sky Hook rm, Johnson, 





Prize Awards 





PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for sonupics 
and prices to THE E.ORNER PRESS, P.O. Box 85, 
ledge, Del. Co., Pennsylvania 





Roses 





ross. Fy poese CATALOG. oe R.8 full on show- 
ins l-America Winners , ae va 
ties, 2 ake pg 3A 4, a 

Grown fields. at © 


in our pane 
INC. Box 3338-R. ‘Tyler, ee 








pesceuenes. GUARANTEED 
year old top grade. Best of old 
and standard’ varletion, Write for our FREE 
ull color rose folder and 
NURSERIES, Dept. FG, 


TREES & SHRUBS. Raise from seed for shade, wind- 
break, etc. FREE planting guide, price list. WOODLOT 
SEED CO., Norway 15, Michigan 





Wildflowers 





NATIVE wRherLewsam Rhododendrons. azaleas, 
evergreens, shrubs, perennials, orchids, ferns, 
vines. Free catalogue. THREE LAURELS, Marshall, N.C. 





WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, m 
nook. Also young Ornamen’ eer 4 for AN, mt home 


landscaping. Fall Cg I is fae, recommended. Send 
now for Free Catalogue N FARM, Box 33-F, 
Home, Pennsylvania 








Keen Garden Cutting Tools 


From Solingen, Pay come these 


lifeti ce a ene de va Is. 
81," PRUNER of nickelplated cutt 


steel, adjustable head, easy-action spring 
Pocket GARDEN SCISSORS of nick 

plated cutlery steel. GARDEN KNIFE 
with walnut handle, hs eter cutting 
blade. Set of 3: $11.45 . Pruner and 
scissors or knife: $9.95. Pruner only: 
3 95. J-M Trading Corp., Rm 713A, 111 

W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 2, Il. 
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Trees with a Festive Air 


[FROM PaGE 32] leave part of the 
frame uncovered, as for the Mem- 
ory Trees, use copper screen or hard- 
ware cloth sprayed or painted with 
metallic paint. 

To make a frame for a flat tree, 
first cut out a triangular-shaped paper 
pattern with an extension for a trunk. 
With this pattern as guide, cut the 
tree form from any wire mesh. Out- 
line the frame with a length of heavy 
wire, lacing it to the edge. 

Memory Trees are made of copper 
screen and decorated with choice pods 
or cones as reminders of a pleasant 
picnic, a wonderful vacation, or a 
lovely garden. Decorationg are added 
gradually as you find them. 

A centerpiece tree is made in dupli- 
cate halves so the view from both 
sides is the same. Possible material 
for these trees includes scales of fir 
cones, cryptomeria, acorn cups, native 
everlastings, deodar of two sizes, rose 
hips, eucalyptus, small lodge-pole pine 
cones, sweet gum balls, persimmon 
calyxes, first-year pinon cones, syca- 
more puff balls, eucalyptus pods, and 
soft green moss. 

When all the decorations are at- 
tached to both halves of the frame, 
bend the overlap allowance at the sides 
at right angles and securely lace over- 
lapped edges together with wire. A 
moss trim hides the frame. 

Try a wall tree to place over a 
mantel, on an indoor wall, or outdoors 
in a covered patio or breezeway. Your 
tree can be curved out from the wall to 
give a three-dimensional effect. If you 
prefer a flat tree, you can cut it from 
wire mesh and for sturdiness nail the 
completed tree to plywood. 

I use lodge-pole cones, some of 
them inverted; screw-bean mesquite 


Memory tree of copper mesh decorated 
with cones, a reminder of a pleasant day. 
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pods (tornillo); and a fringe of im- 
mature cones of mountain pine. 

My 14-inch tree of pinon cones was 
made on a sturdy thistle stalk. I set 
this in a tumbler lined with dull gold 
paper, filled with plaster of Paris 
coated at the surface with colored 
sand. For a smaller pinon tree, I 
attached thirty cones to a trunk made 
of a straight branch wrapped with 
palm bark. 





e Eleanor Van Rensselaer is a 
native of California and a graduate 
of the University of California. 
She has taught arts and crafts for 
many years. In 1941, when her 
husband, Maunsell Van Rensselaer, 
who is Director of the Saratoga 
Horticultural Foundation, was writ- 
ing his book, Trees of Santa Bar- 
bara, Mrs. Van Rensselaer became 
interested in cones and pods and 
their possible uses other than in 
flower arrangements. She is now 
teaching at Villa Montalvo, the 
center for cultural activities in 
Saratoga, California. Her book 
will be published by Van Nostrand 
early in 1957. 











A strawflower tree is crisp and gay 
—easy to create. Strawflowers are 
available at your florist in fall and 
winter, or you can grow them easily 
in your garden. 

Insert an 8- or 9-inch length of 
medium-weight florist wire in the short 
stem of bud or flower. The twisted 
wires will form the tree trunk. 

If you appreciate the subtle shades 
of nature’s fall coloring, the redwood 
tree will be a joy. Gather perfect 
cones so the tree will be an enchanting 


Small decorations of cones and pods add 
a festive note to your gift packages. 


Pods are attached to cone-shaped card- 
board tree with plaster-like adhesive. 


addition to your home—suitable for 
many places. 

The most pleasing designs are made 
in spiral lines. To do this, place a 
double strand of string on the tapered 
cardboard frame, starting from the 
base and spiraling around to the peak 
in an upswinging circular line. When 
the line is fixed, remove one of the 
strings and temporarily paste the other 
in place. Stretch the duplicate string 
on the table and lay pods or cones 
along it in graduated sizes, just as you 
plan to attach them to the tree. 

Beginning at the bottom of the 
string on the frame, spread a few 
inches of Plastico Rok along it—just 
enough to hold material in place. 
Make sure the cones are in proper 
position. You may find it easier to 
attach two rows at a time. Succeeding 
rows should follow as closely as pos- 
sible the line established by the string. 
Cover any gaps with moss or berries.® 


[Editor's note: Miracle Adhesive or other 
glues can be substituted for Plastico Rok.} 


Cones growing in circlet make ideal 
candleholder. Add bits of evergreen. 





NO MATTER HOW MANY WE GROW...WE NEVER HAVE ENOUGH 


Jackson & Perkins modern 


ORDER YOURS NOW 


Nowhere in the entire garden world can you find any 

flower to compare with these glorious J&P Modern Tree 

Roses! For sheer beauty, huge size, outstanding qual- 

ity—they are far superior to regular bush roses. You're 

sure to thrill to the giant double blooms—exquisirely 

formed, brilliantly colored, enchantingly fragrant—all 

looming at eye-level! Whether you have a tiny plot 

BLOOMS AT EYE LEVEL or a palatial estate these exquisite blooms will trans- 

: re, ae | form your garden into a haven of loveliness. Plant them 
Easier to Grow : , oa anywhere. . . make informal gardens more radiant, 
BECAUSE: 7 small gardens more intimate, formal gardens more 

1.. , stately. And these J&P Modern Tree Roses are hardy, 
A i A tS elleag® Se. enn HARDY vigorous, not subject to borers or other common rose 





root and stem (trunk). TRUNKS * tree ills. But above all, they are amazingly easy to 


2. Transplant easily; are 
hardy; handle well for Win- 


grow—each one guaranteed to live and bloom. Truly, 
the crowning glory of the Garden World! 


“ane MAIL COUPON TO ORDER NOW! 
This June, and until frost, you 
can have these priceless Tree 


3. Exceptionally hardy. 
Should not be confused 
with Rose Trees growing 
on Rugosa stems—which 
are subject to borers and 
other ills common to stems. 


—IF you order NOW! How- 
ever, our supplies are limited— 
because even though we in- 
crease our production each year 
—we are swamped with thous- 
ands of additional orders every 
year! Mail the coupon at once 
to get the varieties you want! 
6.00 ea; 2 for $11.00; 6 for $31.00 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 5 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
19 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 


Please send me, at the proper planting time for my locality, 

J&P MODERN TREE ROSES ($6.00 each; 2 for $11.00; 
6 for $31.00), im the varieties I have indi ated below. Include 
free, easy instructions for planting and ‘are! 


* Trunks increase in dia- 
meter in proportion with 
the top, an essential for 
long life in Tree Roses 














RED PINK SALMON 
Detroiter Fashion Pinocchio 


Independence Enchantment YELLOW 
VARIETIES Charlotte Arm- K. T. Marshall Eclipse 
N > tn Sonata Goldilocks 
Red Pinvcchio _ ORANGE | RED-YELLOW 
AVAILABLE WHITE Diamond Jubilee Pageant 
White Swan CORAL-ORANGE TAWNY 
Neige Parfum Jiminy Cricket Tawny Gold 


FREE JACKSON & PERKINS SPRING 1957 
CATALOG OF ROSES 
Reserve Your Copy Now! 


Ready soon!—the greatest catalog in 85 years of rose-growing leader- 
ship! 50 pages in glowing natural color show the world’s finest Roses 
—Hybrid Teas, Floridbundas, Climbers, etc.—as well as a wide selec- 
tion of hardy J&P Perennials! You'll see the newest All-America Flori- 
bunda, White Bouquet—AND the world’s Largest Yellow Rose, 
Golden Masterpiece! Planting hints and money-saving group offers, 
too. Just mail coupon to reserve your copy now—it’s yours FREE. 


Jackson & Perkins Co. 


World's Largest Rose Growers Newark, NEW YORK 











Send me, as soon as it comes o'! the press, a FREE 
copy of the J&P Spring 1957 Ros: Catalog. 


QUANTITY VARIETY 


1 enclose $ ... in full payment. 








Also World Fam 
BURBANK VARIETIES 


CAN YOU 6 —~ 
"EXCLUSIVE LEADER Vieng yee | 


ocktevemen 
America’ a 


Stark Bro's te 
his 


larger, more de licioucly fred bit QUickey saa 


STARK /zex: 


BRO'S mums sae ® 


ORCHARDS CO. 


NEW FRUIT TREE AND 
LANDSCAPE CATALOG 


RUSH COUPON FOR FREE COPY—TODAY! 
Contains Valuable Landscape Planning Guide 











It’s yours FREE! Just mail coupon for all new giant 
64 page Stark Fruit Tree and Landscape Catalog! See all 
the exciting new Fruit and Colorful Ornamental growing 
miracles that ONLY Stark Bro’s can offer you. See the 
amazing difference between ordinary nursery stock and 
Stark Bro’s Exclusive Leader Varieties! This glorious 
catalog . . . with every page in full natural color . . . will 
show you how you can surround your home with nature’s 
color and beauty from earliest spring . . . how you can 
grow and enjoy world famous U. 8S. Patented and Trade 
Marked Fruit Trees, developed and sold ONLY by Stark 
Bro’s. You'll see Stark Bro’s 418 outstanding varieties of 
Apples, Peaches, Pears, Grapes, Berries . . . and, of 
course, beautiful Roses, Flowering Shrubs and Vines. 
This is Stark Bro’s 140th year of continuous service . . . 
ours is the World’s largest and America’s oldest nursery. 
Stark Bro’s back every order shipped to you with a Three 
Way Guarantee of complete satisfaction. Send for your 
new Stark Colorphoto catalog today .. . it’s FREE! 


EXCLUSIVE NEW ROSES 


New Varieties Offered to 
RoseLoversby WorldFamous 
Stark Bro’s ONLY 


You'll see Stark Exclusive NEW Rose 
varieties to gladden your heart and 


245 Color Photographs—64 Big Pages—Over a Foot Long 


WOW GROW GIANT SIZE APPLES. STARK DWARF FRUIT TREES 


— + —* — 


BRO 


Largest in World—Oldest in AMERICA 


Bex767, Town of Louisiana, MISSOURI 
$3,406.62 
Extra In 
Six of Michj- 


writing orders 
Stark Bro's during 
his spare time. 


Ideal for your yard! 
Apples, Peaches and Pears 
produced on Stark 
DWARF Trees are just 
as large or larger, just as 
healthful and delicious, 
just as fine in every way 
as Stark Fruit grown on 
Standard Trees .. . anc 
you don't need a ladder 
to pick them! Very orna- 
mental, too! Get all the 
facts in the New Stark 
Catalog. Send for it today. 


Stark OWARF 
Pear Trees 


STARK 


NURSERIES & 
ORCHARDS CO. 


YOU CAN MAKE MONEY —FULL 
TIME OR SPARE TIME 


MEN AND WOMEN WANTED 
to Sell STARK TREES 


Turn your spare time into cash! Introduce 
famous Stark Super-Quality Varieties in 
your locality .. . easy, pleasant work dur- 
ing evenings, Saturdays. any time. No 
experience needed to start. Everyone 
knows Stark Bro's, World's Largest Nurs- 
ery, founded 140 years ago. Get big. color- 
ful money-making sales outfit FREE, 
Shows you how to start earning first day 
you try. CHECK COUPON, and Mail 
it today! We'll send ali the facts at once! 


Check Battom Box if YOU wantto 
Make More Spare Time Money! 


make your home even more beautiful 

. and valuable . . . plus all the old 
time rose favorites you love so much! 
The new Stark catalog contains a com- 
plete Landscape Planning Guide .. . 
shows you WHERE and HOW to plant 
for best effect and growing success. 
The supply of new Stark catalogs is 
limited to our present stock .. . so 
please send for yours TODAY. It's 
yours FREE! Just mail coupon below! 








MAIL THIS COUPON FOR 
FREE New COLORPHOTO CATALOG 
NURSERIES & 


Dt ©, tometd 
STARK 


oO Fi 3pe Zed 20 Seu Coane ar seep anc bese fee fests Gm Gein Pe 
oOo Send me your special offer for early orders. 














